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NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE- 



CHAPTER I. 



Retrospcct-^The Director^'^ihey become unjHqndar, Caiuet 
of their unpopularxty^^AUo at enmity among themselves.^-' 
State of public fieHniff in France^^In point of numbers, fa* 
vourabU to the Bourbons ; Imtihe Army and momied Ini§» 
rest against them. — Pichegru, head of the Royalists, ap* 
pointed President of the Council of Five Hundred.^^BarbS . 
Marbois, another Royalist, President of the Council of An* 
dents. — Directory throw themselves upon the succour of 
Hoche and Buonaparte. — Buonaparte's personal Politics 
discussed. — Pichegru's Correspondence with the Bourbons"^ 
known to BuonapartC'^He dispatches Avgereau to Paris.-^ 
Directory arrest their principal Opponents in the Councib 
on the ISih Fruclidor, and banish them to Guiana. — Nar^ 
row and impolitic Conduct of the Directory to Buonaparte, 
'^Projected Invasion cfEngUmd, 

Whilb the Conqueror of Italy was pursuing his 
Tictodes beyond the Alps, the French Directory, in 
whose name he achieved them, had become, to the 
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oonvicdon of all men, as unlikely to produce the be* 
nefits of a settled government, as any of their prede- 
cessors vested with the si^pieme rule. * 

It is with politics as with mechanics, ingenuity is 
not always combined with utility. Some one ob- 
served to the late celebrated Mr. Watt, that it was 
wonderful for what a number of useless inventions, 
illustrated by the most ingenious and apparently satis- 
factory models, patents were yearly issued ; he re- 
plied, that he had often locked at them with interest^ 
and had found several, the idea of which had occurred 
to himself in the course of his early studies. ^^ But,^ 
said he, with his natural masculine sagacity, <^ it is 
one thing to make an ingenious model, and another 

, to contrive an engine which i^ali work its task. Most 
of these pretty toys, wh^n they mre iapplied to practi- 
cal purposes, are found deficient in some point of 

. strength, or correctness of mechanism, which destroys 
all chance o( thar ever becoming long or generally 
useful.*^ Some such imperfection seems to have at- 

. tended the works of these speculative politicians who 
framed the various ephemeral constitutions of France. 
However well they looked upon paper, and however 
reasonable they sounded to the ear, no one ever 
thought of them as laws which required veneration 
mA obedience. Bid a c<»istitutional rule preclwie a 
iQEtyottrite mei^ure, to brei^ it doiwn, or leap over il, 
iras the Freneh statesmati^s unhesitating practk^. A 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEOK* BUONAPARTE. 5 

rale was always devised i^plicaUe to drcumstanoes; 
and before that, the theory of the constitution was 
unifdhnly made to give way. 

The ^nstitationof the year Three was not more 
permanent tba» those by which it had been preceded. 
For some time, the Directory, which contained laien 
of considerd[>le talent, conducted themselves with 
great prudence. The difficulty and danger c^ thm 
situation served to prevent their separal;ing, as the 
weight put above an arch keeps the stones in tbeiir 
places. Their exertions in the attempt to redeem the 
finances, support the war, and re-estaUish the tran^ 
quiility of the country, were attended at first with 
success. The national factions afao sunk be43rB 
them for a season. They had defeated thearistocra* 
^ic citizens of Paris on the 13tb Vendemabre; and 
when the original revolutionists, (H* democrats, at^ 
li^pted a ooQSfMraoy, under the cc^uet of 6r^u)chus 
Bdboeuf, tb^r endeavours to sedu^*thetroc^ totally 
failed, and their lives paid the forfeit of their rash 
atCen^t to bnng back the reign of Terror. Thu% 
the Directory, or Executive power, under the^ooostit 
tution of the year Three, were for a reason triumphant 
over the internal factions, and» bdbngiiig to nether, 
l^ere iti a 8it^ation to ocmimand both* 

Qut tl^y hud few who ^ete r^Uy, and an f»*in* 
ciple^ attacdied to their government, and most endured 
it only a4 somethiBjg better thaa ^ ueir revdaiionaiy 
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lisoveinent, iuid dthenrise in no respect eligible. To 
have rendered their authority permanent, the K^ 
rectory must have had great unanimity in their own 
.body, and idso brilliant success abroad, and they en- 
joyed neither one nor the other. The very concoction 
of their body included the priqciples of disunion^ 
They were a sort of five kings, retiririg from office by 
rotation, inhabiting each his separate class of apart- 
ments ita the Lu5cembourg palace, having each his 
different establishments, classes of clients, drcles of 
courtiers, flatterers, and instruments. The republi- 
can sim{dicity, of late so essential to a patriot, was 
laid aride entirely. New costumes of the most spleni 
did kind were devised for the different office-bearers 
of the state. This change took its rise from the weak- 
nesis and vanity of Barras, who loved show, and utiied . 
to go a-hunting with all the formal attendance of a 
prince. But it was an indulgence of luxury, which 
gave scandal to both the great parties in the state ;— 
the Republicans, who held it altogether in contempt ; 
and the Royalists, who tsonmdered it as an usurpatibil 
of the Iroyal dre»s and appendages. 

The finances became continually more and mcfte 
a subject 6f uneaidness. In the days of Terror' mo^ 
ney was easily raised, because it was demanckd under 
pain of death, and assignats were raised to jpar by 
guiliotiaing those who bought or sold them at less 
than their full value ; bat the powerful argument 
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of violence and oompulflion being removed, the paipor 
money fell to a ruinous discount, till its depression 
threatened, unless remedied, altogether to stc^ the 
course of puUic business. It perhaps arose from the 
difficulty of nosing supplies, that the Directory assu. 
med towards other countries a greedy, gniq>ing, and 
rapacious dmractor, whidi threw disgrace at once 
^ipon the individuals who indulged it, and the state 
wfacHn they represented. They loaded with exactions 
the trade of the Batavian republic, whose freedom 
they had pretended to reoogmze, and treated with 
«aost haughty superiority the ambassadors of inde- 
pendent states. Some of these high officans, and Bwt" 
ttis in particular, were supposed accessiUe to gross 
-corruption, and believed to h<dd communication with 
4hp6e agents and stock-brokers, who raised money by 
jobbing in the public funds— -a more deservedly un- 
popular aoeusatioB than which can hardly be brou^^t 
against a minister. It was indeed a great error in the 
ccmstitution, that though one hundred thousand li- 
vres were yearly allowed to eadi Director while in 
<^ce, yet he had no subsequent provision aft^ he 
had retired from his fractional share of sovereignty. 
This penury, on the part of thepuUic, qpened a way 
to temptation, though 4^ a kind to which mean minds 
oi^y are obnoxious; and such men as Barras were 
tempted to make proviMm for futuri^, by avaihog 
themselves of present q|>portunity* 
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Their five m^^tsA^ (Sues) oi X^ hm^mbfi^fg, 
as pe^^ of|Ue4 them ia Hdiqul^^ ha4 «kQ 4ei]! i»«9i 
iii^ividuid partialities, ^iad favourite pl>ject#» vbMi 
k4 tb^p in tum^ tieaaa the French p0opila wkb im- 
J^ec^saai^y l^sIaUoq. XjaHeveaUere-LqpauxwasAiat 
iqocHifiisteDt jret not unooiiutQoa characteri an intcJetawit 
philosqpher and a^ m^v^ias^ deist. He estaUisbai 
a priesthofodg ap)d hymns and ceii^pnies for deiam^ 
ac^ taking up the h[o|)rfol pcojpel of subsUlutieg a 
deistical wpisbip for the Christian (mk, JMst whsans 
Bobes^erre bad h^ it dawn» he harassed Aa natiea 
ifith laws to oblige them to observe the dmuks of 
JJMr new calenda/e as holidays, and to work al their 
ordinary trades op the Christian S^didbalb^ At Xa 
S^yeiUerie's theory freethinkers laugl^ed, aswl rdi- 
gious mep shndd^ed ; bui; all Were ei^uaUy mmffA 
by the le^sl^ve measures adopted on a sutgect so rit 
diculpus as this new ritual of heathHiisnu AtlotiMr 
cau8(e of vexation* was the philosophicai airangeiti^it 
oi w^hts and measures np<tti a new prindpl^ which 
had in the meantin^e the inconvenience (rf injUfoduriag 
dpnbt and imceruanty into all Uie alrrangaaenta of 
iilt^mal couimeree, and deranging entirely suph as 
Franpe cmtinue4 to hold wUh countries who were 
only acqmanted with the ordinary standards 

Xt might have baen thoo^t that the distinguidbed 
success of the Frendi arms und^r the aai^fooes of 
the Directory would have daisied the eyes of the 
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Fe^ieh, atladied as tb^ have always been to mili- 
iwey ^0ry^ and bKi^d tbem to other less agreeable 
measures of their goveninient. But the public we^e 
wdl aiware, dutt die mo$t briUiani share ci these lau- 
rds had been reaped by Buonaparte on bis own ac- 
count; that he had received but blen^r rebforoeu 
ments from Vtaxxce (the mi^itude of his achbve- 
mcBta considered); fmd that in regard to the in- 
struetioQs of govemm^t, much of Ms success was 
owing to his departure from them, and following his 
own. course. It was also ifiiispep^> that he was an 
<ibjeet of sui^don to the IMarectors, and on his part 
midervHlued their talents, and despised their per* 
sons. On the Bhine, again, though nothing could have 
loeen more distinguished than the behaviour ot the 
JR«pdblican armies, yet their successes had been che- 
qiiered' with many reverses, and, contrasted with the 
Italian campaigns, lost dieir imfu-ession on the ima- 
ginaticm. 

While they were thus becoming unpopular in the 
pubEc f^^nion, the IXreetory had the great misfor- 
tune to be at enmity amcmg themselves. From the 
time that Letoumeur retired from dSBce in terms of 
the conittimtion^ and Barthdemy was elected in his 
stead, there was a majority and an opposition in the 
Directory, the former consisting of Barras, Bewbel, 
and La B^eiUere^-die latter, of Camot and Bar- 
tbdemy. Of the two last, Carnot (yAio had been, it 
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may be remembered^ a member ci the Committee of 
Public Safety under Robequerre) was a determined 
Republican, and Barthelemy a Uoyalist; — «o strange- 
ly do revolutionary changes^ like the eddies and cuf- 
rents of a swoln rivar, bring together and sweep 
down side by side in the siame direction, objects the 
most diffisrent and exposed. Barthelemy of course 
dissented from the majority of the Directors, because 
secretly and warmly he desired the restoration of the 
BourbmiSy.an event which must have been fraug^ 
with danger to his colleagues, all of whom had voted 
for the death of Louis XVI. Camot also differ* 
ed from the majority, certainly with no such wish 
or view ; but, his temper being as overbearing as his 
genius was extensive, be was impatient (^ o{^osition, 
espedally in such cases where he knew he was act- 
ing wisely. He advised strongly, for example, the 
ratification of the articles of Leoben, instead of pifu 
cing all which France had acquired, and all whidi 
she might lose, on the last fatal cast with an enemy, 
strong in his very despair, and who might raise large 
armies, while that of Buonaparte could neith^ be 
reinforced nor supported in case of a reverse. Bar- 
ras^s anger on the occasion was so great, that he told 
Carnot at the council-board, it was to him they owed 
that infamous treaty of Leoben. 

While the Direct<n*y were thus disunited aimbng 
themselves, the nation showed their dissatisfaction 
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Openly, and particularly in the two bodies c^ repre- 
sentatives. The majority indeed of the Council of 
Elders adhered to the IKrectory, many of that body 
belonging to the old republican partizans. But in the 
more popularly composed Council of Five Hundred, 
the opposition to the government possessed a great 
majority, all of whom were decidedly against the Di« 
rectory, and most of them impressed with the mdi 
of restoring, upon terms previously to be adjusted, 
the ancient race of legitimate monarchs. This body 
cf persons so thinking, was much iiicreased by the 
number of emigrants, who obtained, on various 
grounds, permission to return to their native country 
after the fall of Robespierre. The forms of civil life 
began now to be universally renewed ; and, as had 
been the case in France at all times, excepting during 
the bloody reign of Terror, women of rank, beauty, 
talent, and accomplishments, began again to resume 
their places in society, and their saloons or bou- 
doirs were often the scene of deep political discourse, 
of a sort which in Britain is generally confined to the 
cabinet, library, or dining.parlour. The wishes of 
many, or most of these coteries, were in favour of 
royalty ; the same feelings were entertained by the 
many thousands who saw no possible chance of set« 
tling the nation on any other modd ; and there is little 
doubt, that had France been permitted at that mo- 
ment ati uninfluenced choice, Uie Bourbon family 
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would have be^ recalkd to the tbrcoe by the great 
majority of the Fr^pch people. 

But for reasons m^Ucnied elsewhere, the milita^ 
wore the decided opponents of the Bpurbous, iiEnd 
the putehasers oi national domains, through every 
sueoesdte sale which might have taken ^ace, were 
deeeply interested against their restoration. Numbers 
might be on the »de of the Royalists ; but pbyric^ 
force, and the influence of wealth and of the monied 
intarest, were deculedly against them. 
. Pidiegru m^t now be regarded as chief of the 
Biiyal party. He was an able and successful genof 
ral^ to whom France owed the conquest of HoU«tid. 
liike La Fayette and Dumouriez, he had been d&St 
^uflted with the c(mduct of the Revolution ; and 
Uke the last of the two generals named, had opened 
a commutdcation with the BoCirbons. H^ w^ a^ 
cuaed of having suffered his army to be betrayed in 
a defeat by Clairfait ; and the government, in 1791$, 
ronoved him from the ccnnmand of the army of the 
Sambre and Meuse, offering him in exchange the 
situaticm of ambassador to Sweden. He declined 
this species of honourable ^le, and, retiring t^ 
Frandie Compte, continued Ins correspondepoe with 
the Imperial gei^rals. The Royaliats expected much 
from the countenance of a miUuury majrof a name so 
imposing ; but we have seen more tJian oQce in the 
course of these Memoirf^ that a general without an 
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urmy is like a bilt without tbo Uiub wUeh it should 
wield and direet. 

An opiportu^ityt howj^iner,. oSkr^ Picbc^ru thf: 
melons of sefviog (lis party iu d dvU ^n^adty^ and 
tibat a most important <me. 7be ejieetiws <tf May 
1797) made to rej^ace that proportioii <^ th^ oouiv 
^s i^rhieh retired by roti^tiosDj, terminated generpJly 
in Urqmr of the Bdy^lists^ wd ^r^^fdi^Qly to^i^w 
<m which fflde the halanise of popular fe^ilig ww 
leaned. Pichegru ^ who had been returned as one ci 
the df^putiesy was chosbn by aeeliMtuatito Prelide^ of 
the Council of Five Huiidred^ and Barhe Murboi^ 
another BoyaUat, wacf elei^ted to the isam^ (jt^ hj 
the Council of Ancients, whiles as we ^ve ali^ad^ 
si^) Barthelemy, like^ripelrieiidly to monarchy, wflB 
intrpdficed into the X^eetcHTy. 

These elections weBeevii^sigatfbr^the^BiMCtory^ 
who .did not iSEiil soon to be attacked on etery Me, 
and upbraided wiA the oontinuimee of the war and 
the financial. distresses. Vark>us joiii^nalawere at die 
diqiosal of die party opfxised to the majority of the 
IKreetors, and hoBtilitiies wetti commenced between 
the parties, bpth in the) assemblies, where the Bojn^ 
aUsta had the advantage, and in the public pa;^ 
pers, where they were also faivourably inlened to^ 
The French are of an impatient temper, and could 
not be long brought to carry on their warfare within 
the limits assigned by the constitiitiom Each party. 
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without much regard to the state of the law, looked 
about for the means of physical force with which thej 
might arm themselves. The Diieotory, (that is, the 
majority of that body,) sensible of thdr unpopularity^ 
and the predominance of the opposite party, whkh 
seemed for a time to have succeeded to the boldness 
and audacity of the Revolutionary class, had, in their 
agony of extremity, recourse to the army, and threw 
themselves upon the succour of Hoche and of Buo- 
naparte. 

We have elsewhere said, that Buonaparte at this 
period was esteemed a steady republican. Pichegru 
believed him to be such when he dissuaded die Rojral* 
ists from any attempt to gain over the Grenend of 
Italy; and ashehiidknownhimatsphodatBrienne) 
declared him of too stubborn a character to afford the 
least hope of success. Augereau was of the siune opi- 
luon, and mistook hk man so much, that when Ma- 
dame de Stael asked whether Buonaparte was noi in* 
clined to make himself King of Lombardy, he replied 
with great dmplidty, *^ that he was a young man of 
too elevated a character.^ Perhaps Buonaparte him. 
self felt the same for a moment, whra, in a dispat<^ 
to the Directory, he requests their leave to withdraw 
from the active service of the RepuUic, as. one who 
had acquired more glory than was consistent with 
happiness. <^ Calumny,^ he said, << may torment 
herself in vain with ascribing to me treacherous de- 
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signs. My civil, like my military career, shall be 
confonning to republican principles.^* 

The public papers also, those we mean on the side 
of the Directory, fell into a sort of rapture on the 
classical republican feelings by which Buonaparte was 
actuated, which th^ said rendered the hope of his 
return a pleasure pure and unmixed, and precluded 
the possibility of treachery or engrossing ideas on his 
side. <^ The factious of every dass,^ they said, ^* can- 
not have an enemy more steady, or the government 
a friend more faithful, than he who, invested with 
die military power of which he has made so glcnious 
a use, ng^t only to resign a situation so brilliant, 
prefinrs happiness to gtory, and now that the Re-i^ 
public » graced with triumph and peace, desires for 
himself only a simple and retired Hfe.^ 

But though such were the ideas then entertained 
of Buonaparte^s truly republican character, framed, 
doubtless, on the model of Cincinnatus in his classi- 
cal aimplicky, we may be permitted to look a little 
doser into the ultimate views of him, who was admit- 
ted by his enemies and friends, avouched by himself, 
and sancticmed by the journals, as a pure and dis- 
interested republican ; and we think the following 
changes may be traced. 

Whether. Buonaparte was ever at heart a real Ja- 

• MoBheur, 17»T, No. tU. 
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cobin even {or the momnit, may be greatly doubled^ 
whatev^ mask his situation obliged him to weajr* He 
himself always repelled the diarge as mi aq)er8k>n. 
His engagement in the affiiir of the Sections pn)bd^ 
bly determined his opinions asBepubli^, olrriahdr 
Thermidoijen, at the time, as becUme him by whom 
Ih^ Republican army had been led and commanded 
on that day. Beiddes, at the bead ^l ah army zesU 
lously republican, even his power over their minds 
required to be strengthened, tor wme time at Itost^ 
by an app^ent correspondtoc^ in political sedtiniiehts 
betwixt the tropps and th^ general. But in. dicf 
{Mractieal doctrines of govetnment which he recam^ 
mended tp the Itidilm Republics,, his ideas were ita^ 
diously moderate luid he exprea^d the stiongiest fiar 
of, and aversion to^ revdlutionar^ ddetrinds. Here^ 
commended the graiKtlng equal rights and eqfidl pri- 
vil^es to the nobles^ as well as to the indigBOit vski^ 
sals and pkbeiansr who had nsen against 'tbeni. In 
a word, he ttdvot^ted a free bet of instilinfidii;; witSi- 
out the intermediate {>urgatdry of k revoltitibn. He 
was therefbfe, at this period, far froin beii^ k 4a^ 
bitt- . 

But though Biionaparte^s wishes were thus^wisely 
moderated by practical views, he was not the lei^s 
likely to be sensible that he was the object df fear, of 
hatred, and of course of satire and misrepresentaticm^ 
to that side of the opposed parties in France which 
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favoured royalty. Unhappily for himseif^ he was 
peculiarly accessible to every wound oi this nature, 
and, anxiously jealous of his fame, suffered a^ ranch 
under the puny attacks of the joumaHsts, as a noUe 
^ steer or a gallant horse does amid his rich pasture^ 
under the persecutions of insects, which, in compa* 
riaon to himself, are not only impotent, but nearly 
invisible. In several letters to the Directory, he 
exhibits feelings of this nature which would have 
been more gracefully concealed, and evinces aoirri-* 
Xability against the opposition prints, which we think 
likely to have increased die zeal with which he caoKd 
forward on the Hepublican side at this important 
cdsis^ 

Another circumstance, which, without determinii^ 
Buonaparte^s conduct^ may have operated in increas* 
ing his good will to the cause which he embraced^ 
was his having obtained the clew of Pichegru's 
Qorrespondence with the House of Bourbon. To 
have (pnceaXed this, would have made but a second- 
rate merit with the exiled family, whose first thanks 
must have been dMC to the partizan whom he pro-, 
tected. This was no part for Buonaparte to play ; 
not that we have a right to say he would have ac- 
cepted the chief character bad it been offered to him,, 
btit his ambition could never have stooped to any in- 
ferior place in the drama. In all probability, his ideai^ 

VOL. IV. B 
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fluctuated betwixt thf e;^pa[ipl€ of CromwciU and q( 
WaBbiogton-^to be the actual Ub^at<H*, or the ^h^ 
lule governor, of bk otoitr j. 
^ His particcdar infprmation vcqpecting Picbegru^s 
•eer^t negodalionsi was derived from an incident at 
the Cloture (^ Venier. 

Whenihe degenerate Venetians^ more under the 
mipplse c{ vague terror than from any distinct plaiii 
adoj^t^ in baste and tumult thei measure of tbtiiUj 
surrendering their constitution and ri^ts, to be new* 
moddkd Jby the French general altiel* his pleastite, 
thejr yt€ke guilty of a gross and i^pravated lireadi 
of hospitality y in seizing tbe perabn imd papers of 
the Compte d'Entraigues,* agent, or envoy, of the 
esuled Bourbons^ who. was then residing under their 
pn^ectibn. The. envoy himselff as Buonaparte aU 
kges^ was not peculiarly faithful to his trust; but, 
besides his information, hisportfdlio contained inany 



* Tbk gotlknuin wtt one iof the second taaAgntion, who Uk 
Fitoee during Robeipierre^f ascenid«ic]r. He yfm entpbTcd at s 
political agent by the Goart of Russia, after die affidr of Venice, 
^vhidl pMres that hh was not at l^ast convicted of treacheiy to the 
^ooiiioa ptiaoet. In July 1812, he waa attiwhiatad at hia vflk at 
Hackney, near London^ by an Italian domestic^ who, having omr- 
dered both the Count and Countess, shot himself through die head, 
IdPHag no dew to discover the motive of his villainy. It was itmatk- 
ed.diat.the villain used Count d*JBntmigiiiea* own pSstola and digawfy 
which; apprehensive of dan^ as a political intriguer, he had always 
Mif prepared in hii apartsnent. 
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^mbfk dt neKegru'ii coft^jpoHdeiiee urilh the jdlidt 
generals, mid 'With the fiouAoM, wUril pfaiMlmr 
fleeret'alMuiUtely in the pdwe^ «f the OetMiral of.It»f 
If ^ and might hisip toNeonirm thelikr of condiiot 
which he had akeady tnieditMed lb viopL -^ - -t 
"Possessed of t3ke«e ^dbeutiiefits,' ftfid'^sut^tbii^'«[ 
luid^esking a Freneh rirnty of thi^ day, he ^woild 
swini n^iih the tid^ if he erased the mdeof Repnb^ 
Ikattinxt) Bao|i«p4r^e hanuigued fab tioopstnit tfaekfw 
ivHeriary of th^ t&kiag the BastSe, hi « mimiik ^bft^ 
cidated to awflk<( then* mk^i dmb&nak etfAiniinmi 
<< Soldiers, iMd is the l^ih July 1. Tou sde beftre jrinii 
die nianes of ydut bcvitt^fttikMitf Ih arm!^ desxl idHie 
MA of hotum^ for tfie libei^y of (fh^ cdiuiiltr)r: They 
h^ve ife^' ybn am^tiimple^ thttt ybii oWe yoor Him tb 
thirty ttiilfions ^ Fr^fichbteh; mnd to eh^ Mtmuil 
name; which hat reee(VM tiew splendour frbm yoini^ 
victories. Sdtdiers^ I tmBmete ydu wet dee(dy dfeeii 
ed by di^ don^^ fIrMeh (hi<eat^ Aie.eoiiatfy. > Bdt 
riiecm be subjected 10 nofi^ whieh itfe rkh -^nib 
aicnk meh who ttuikk Frimce 'friira^ ovser iimtett 
Europe^ st'dl liye-^Mountafais «epatrkte iis >fieMi| 
FirMdSy but you would travfei^Se th^nt Wifilihe §pfeeS^ 
ci ed^esV were it necestor^, to liiaihtain tliWbotiMfi 
ttitidn, defend riberiy/)^eet' the^^^Miftdttmtt 
ihe Riej^ublicahs. ^Idi^rs, Ifl^ jg6veriimetit w^tdb^ 
oVtir the laws as a sacred deporit coimhittirf to theilfi 
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The RajrnlMiiishaU no Ipng^. show ibemsdTes bal 
wtiattbefyi flMt ce^ae to cxbt. Be wiCbout qhmm* 
ntss, and let ub wmu by tbe manes itf iboa^ heroes 
whd.htye died by our aides ibrlibfrty-^et us. swear, 
too, on our 8tandaoda«-*War to tbe enemieabf tfi^ Bet 
pahUcv and of the ConstituttcHi of llie yeHr Thi^r 

it 18 ni^lesb to remark, that, under the Bri^b 
cdaatitutlon^ or any other existing on fiKed prin* 
dples, the baranglvng an amted body of S(ddier% 
mSthihe pnrpoae.of induchig th^m ti> interfere by 
fincee in kmj ctastitntional question, would be in me, 
jNiint of view mutiny, in another big^ treason. 

The bint so dietitictly given by the general, wi» 
ipiriiediaitely adofHcfd by the troops^ Deep called to 
deep^ and each division of the army, whatever ita 
^fnomiaatioPf poured .forth its «ia»aces of militiMry 
fiorce and (Compulsion i^^nst the o|^politioti paity in 
^e Ck>unals, who h^d <qpinims different from those 
oC that military diief, but which they had, at least hi^ 
thctto, only ei^pvte^ wd supported; by those means 
it resistance which: the constitotion placed in thm. 
posr^. . In other words, the soldiers' idea of a repub^ 
lie was, I0it the sword ivas to decide the constitm 
tional debates, wfaidi give so much trouble to mini-. 
$tarB in a mixed or settled government.: Th^ Fr^tp^ 
rian bands, the Strelitzes, the Janissaries, have all 
in. t)ieir tjurn entertained this prinutive and simj^c 
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Idea of refbrming abuses in a ^Mdy atid dWnf^og^ 
fay the Application of milildiy fi>»e^ att iiaptipiilar 
dynast J) or an. obnoxious oin&try. 

It was not by dittaiit menacea alone iInX Buflaft- 

parte aenred die Directory at dib kspoflaiit:iarimi 

He dispatched Aug^neau to Ptfi$, o^teasibry fop dvft 

purpose cl presenting the standards taken at Ikbin- 

tua, but in reafity to eommand the (mined Ibrbe ifhkii 

Che majority of the Directory had detenamd i6 tmu 

ploy against their dissentiebt. colleagues, afd tiss 

opponents of their mea^res in th^ national coatioiki 

Augereau was a Uunt, hM, stiiipid soldier, a devcH 

ted Jacobin, whose princ^les were sulBciently welt 

knoWn to waMHH his standing upon 4io coastiliiticma} 

delieacies. fiut in ease the Directory failed, Bmnta-* 

parte kept himself in readiness to march instamly to 

Lyons at the bead of fifteen thousand men. There 

rallying the fteptiblicans, and aU who Were aitkciMd 

to the ReVolutbn, he would, acoordfag to* Uricnm, 

well^hosen expression, like Caesar, have crossed- tbe 

Rubicon at thcj head of^the popular partyu;-4Hu!'en4t 

ed, doubtless, like Caesar, by Irimielf usurping (ho 

supreme command, which he pretended w assert m 

behalf of the peojde. 

But Buonaparte's presence was not so esteblialtf 
necessary to the support of the Directory its be titrigto 
have expected, or ais he perhaps hoped. They Had) 
ndHtaty aid nearer at hand. DiiregardKiag a l^inda^ 
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meoud law of the CossdtutkxH w^kh dedtrtd iim 
Mrtn^ tiWfm shoald not he brw^t mthiiija ^odrtaui 
diitanoe cyf the LegUadne BodiM^.^jMy. mcmidi UK 
irandhif^Am a pek ef General Hdel]a\aifi^» The 
najcirity of tl^ e CoiiiKilt beodoNiig aknmdi pavp^^ 
ntoam of d^foncel^y: wtimopi^g ib^,^|dpo^ Gffiarflf 
to litafti 'Bl»t Aligf^f^u aUd]i^e4iU^in oo time« H^ 
maibhed.tiblbfik-plaQefof meeting ,^t ^ j^ad of 4 
GoaddeteUeaon^iiHxie^ Tbegpardj; st^tiofo^ fof 
tteiri pro^tipD, a^rpn^ed oi< faitWess^ ^ei?d |i9' 
W Mgym oe i apd» prooeedipg.a^, 9d€^ pp^a^^^d of 
tbe.iM^p^rioc ttreii^lK ttee Dii^oloiy (re^ti^ tb<^ir 
liolkicfil op{kii>anl9 as iM^,p^^oQfir% arrieAe4 B^i;^ 
thelfiBty^ (Camat Jiayiojg fl^ to Qei»e^^)^,aod m^^ 
pmooers, ia tbeiHall of: th^ AA9en)l]|)y aad idp^ 
irfwe^ WilWt, ,Pneridtat irf the C^OTql ftf A»^ 
cjcot^; Plcbi^u^ Pir^ii>^m:.of t^t of ;4eJp:^f 
Himdred^ aiid above o]|i»! buodr^ 'fuod fifty: depijitiei^ 
)9uniali8ts^aiidotber,piiblio4;baira9tei?9« -Afiieok.ffX/- 
eii8e:>£E>r these iaflntiAfy. and illegal prpce^^^u;^^ 
tW Diwctory opade pulplio tbe:,iQW?r^^ted <ii§m^ 
poadeiiiBe of ;Ficbegru ; alihouj^ fj$v{r pf tbe oth^l^a 
involved m the same^ccusatioxi. w^rie ia ^be, sQoreitQf 
the Boyalist conspiracy. Inde^, tb^v^ 14!) : wtu; 
delked m> absolute repose :&Q9i the r^yto^icfi^rXAl- 
^oreatioQS \irhicb tdsettheicouptryjjo. pieic^ }w^>tj^ 
Ibok tbatawayybp aau^iihaif beeft a jk'lolejBtfpfyrtiz^ 
of wjftlty iadfie^>ithj|t ccUddbaiyet #l*r<fv»d/Qf )«b^ 
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conduct of a geperaly who^ like Piditgm, commMd- 
iog ah $aettijy\md mttdo itdib biuMtieBs^ to eaMfi^e 
Ms titiof>$ ui tbe swofed <)f the eiiMfiy, 1^ dkttppoitN^ 
ing and darangingilioae plans wbMv tt wm but ij^ 
tabffire carried 'into elfeot. ^ ....'. .^* *>' 

IW^ wbaM at|fivit belteire Pichegni's breidii <er 
ii«icb; but it wis ^uddeiifjr boi^Sm^ by a pMAmM- 
lion of Moreau, wlio^ in tbfe course <^ the war^' trad 
itHeroeptcd a iM^age' waggon belonging t<> tbe A^ 
trian general Klinglin) and boauM poeaosseil of tbe 
4vhole secKt correspondenae, wMdi, w wo illi dci ft , be 
bad nearer mentioned^ until il oMne^out hj tbe iefasuM * 
of* the CoBipte dT^BmriiigueB' portfolio. Theay iiU 
deed^ fearfaig pc^pe tbe ccmseqvences of hatbiy 
be^n to long Aet^^ Moreau published what he kneik 
lUgnier bad obsewed the some suspiekma «Ui^nceft 
wbioh teem to infer. Chat if these genemds did tiot 
piieoiMly fbToor die royal came, they >i9«r#MC'djeL 
poaed'to beaetireiin detectbg thee^nepirttcies'ferai^ 
edinit^behulf 

* Tbe pirectory made a tyrannical use of tbepoife^ 
^hieh tbey obtained by their vfefory of the 18th 
Fril0tidor, as this epoch was ctMed< They is^lt^ 
indeed^ n» blood, but otherwise their measures against 
the defeated^rty were, of the most iHegal and opi- 
presske character. A* law, passed in ^e b^f ^f 
animosity, condemned two dfvectors, fifty deputies^ 

and. an hundred and fcrty-eigbt individuals «>f 4iWfol 
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tmi dafiiect (mottt of whom- w«re persons of some 
^dMMGter wd iidkieiibt), to be trBaqx)rtcd to the 
matMag and imbaalUiy dmett$at Giiiaaa, wliidi» to 
lomy^ w«t A seHtenae of-^lipferif^ btit ^ertmti death. 
They were barbarously treated^ both oo the passage 
to that dreadful place, aad after' they avmred thmre. 
It was« siogular part cf their fate, that they foi»d 
aayerd of the fiercest of their aocieiit eaaoies, the J»- 
oohinsy stfll eiirsiog God and ddyk^ mao, in the 
.fi4in# latod of inretcbedness and lexile. 

; 3a0^ these ji^verities, vstrious deetioos wetit an- 
* kitM^y dissolved^ and other strong measures of pub* 
Hd safety^ as. they w^e called, adopted, to raider the 
poUFcr of the Directcny more iodl^ERitdUe. 'Diiriag 
this whol^ revoiution, the lover portion of the po^ 
pullMiOii, which used to be so much agkated upon 
)i]o oQpasions, remained perfectly qutet ; the straggle 
lajjoosolunvely between the middle classes, whotaf* 
qjgned to a government on the ham of royalty, and 
the Directwy, who, without having any very tatigi* 
Ue class cf political {Hrinciples, had become possessed 
of the siipreme power, desired to retain it^ aiki made 
Xhm point good by the assistance oi the military. 

: Buoni^rte was much disappointed {[f^thr reiniU of « 
i^ 18th Frqctidor, chiefly because, if«^s decisive, 
it would have added more tq his consequence, «|d 
have given him an opportunity of ^cfopsing, a^ he 
turned it> the Rubicoii. As it was,'tb^ minority of 
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the Diiec(or8,-^hree men of «o particuhur talent, 
ondistinguiBbed alike by burth^ by services to dieir 
country, or even by aodd^tal popularity, and cast, 
as it Wereby chiftice, upon supreme power,-^remmned 
by the issue of the struggle still the masters of the 
bdd and ambitious conqueror, who probaUy already 
feh his own vocation to be for comnnand rather than 
dbedience. 

' Napoleon appears by his Memoir^s to.ha ve regretted 
the violence with which the victorious Directors pro^ 
aecuted their persoiml r&venge, whidi involved many 
for whom he had respect. He declares his own idea 
of punishment would have gone no ikrther thim im- 
prisoning some of the most dangerous conspirators, 
and j^Bcing bthers under the watchful supertnten. 
denee d the police* He miist have taken some pain-^ 
Ad interest in the fete oi Camot in particular, whom 
Ite «eems to have regarded as one of his most e£^tive 
patrons** Indeed, it is said that he was soinuca 
diqflleased with the tKrectory even prior to the IBta 
Fructiddr, that he reused to remit a sum (^ money 
with whidi htihad promised to aid them for the pur- 
, fKMie of forwaing that event* Barras* secretary was 




«^'Iii Caiiiot*6 ipKioin, the merit of discovering Buonaparte's tiu 
kn^yad tidoag c^ of his pmnotion, is atttibftted to Cbmot, ndier 
thanv Barras. However this may be, it is certain, that Ni^leon 
acknowledged great ^ligation to Camot, and protested to him per- 
petnal gmtltwld.— JSeeMoniteur, Tan 5, No. l40. 
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jii^itpt^khmi^'ikhtim wUolilie^UI 

po uqQenenlQI^ou^yi ihMn tbcf gen^cal, ^iistd to ocni- 
fxsA^^timr'n^ ^Jw^ to Q^ier thiti tgeot to Jbe lAo^ 
jlHit;, OQ GOD§idQr^t»Q95 put him off w^ sbiae io^ 
4#cwtrep|^. . ' 

It foikMT^d) from tb^ doMbtfttl tiMit dn Wbidi 
BMQnia|iartie.sli9Qd.|ri(h cheDirectj^ythiitdieylsiiult 
have viewed bis return to Pant with eome appf^ieb- 
fim, when jtli^y cofiMderid the i«ipr«ii«pnlik»l]r ttf be 
J9)^e ott any caiH^l, b^t eipeciiltty <Hi tba& of Fariiis^ 
|»y tb^ afqpeowice tbere of ^<^ wb<> s^9lfd tti beibe 
/[?l;K«eQl^yopi3^f ?pr|Miie» aii4to4M^ 
by tbevs^wh^b^inadeof lAibmo Tbd iVifdio€4% 
o( »MGh mei^ a^ BarrA^I nfever g^Ve9 them^iN) tpilob M^ 
}>grjraa^Bin(^iit^ fit wbei), b?i.«g ramd to an i^atiM 
AbQve thsirdmrt^ tb^ find ^tms^i^plaefdiafiNiw 
p^n»on mtk^Wf tpwbommiittqre hat given 4hetaleltfs 
which th^r situation reqfiii^ in jtbemtelirtik Tht 
^igb^r th#r ocypditiony :tbeii; dm^^sifmt is the nttirr 
gwkwa^ ; ; fnr the feotiioq? advai^t^es ^bii^ t^jf 
poesefp cwBot r^se tbrnn to Ui^nftliiml. dignity. tf 
pb^raoter^ unl^ in the 9^me in wbi(^ A^wiar^/bjKlbe 
aft^8tanc9.of crutdies, mity bf «^d ^ b^ aa:t|U a»f 
giant. The Directory, had already AAld Buonaparte, 
on several occasions, a spirit of the sc^ which would 
not be commanded. Undoubtedly they woidd torve 
been well pleased had it been possible to have found 
him employment at a distanee ; but as that eeelned 
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diSciilt^ they; wece.^cMg^'tQ.lpQlL jroilp4 ftiritbf 
means of employing him at home, or abide tJi^.tpfr. 
mcndoiiairisk. of hiafiulingiooeuptliQti fi»r hioMctf- 

• It is BurpmiDg Ihat ildid' BPt amtr ^t^ th^ JQliwv 
tory to make at least the mUempt pf o^i^^iiitiiig ^ipQ. 
naparte, hj. providing i^nt }m £mitoe fiN^yim Ui^g^).;]^ 
ittd libemUy, at the ^ipense lofi ilfe .pub)l9-> He dfr 
served that: eltefitiou to hb ^t^ affairBr ft)?^!^ l^i|4 
faimsrilmllirelynegleetedHiievi* While be drew fpm 
the doniniops ^fUeh he- cpiiquered (;Hr;0?er)iKed4l| 
Italy, HMMcnaet isumt in behiAf of ihe flrenifsh xuaipHi 
which he apjdied in pari to the auppQit oi tbi^.^rmyi 
and in paort remitted. to the Directory, Jm: Itept^no 

aafaoimt%,iioF<vrereany iiBmaQded(4 him ;:b«it/»QCP^t 
ing to his own account, he transmitttd^fity^miMf 
of.fioonesiJtoPans, and bad not iieifiuiimlig^iQf/bifi'f^n 
fiinds, whea he Tetmrned fimoL I^y^ mV e d^it tkx» 
hundred theMsaml. .: .; - 

Itis no^daubtime^ that, to nasetbe«€f8utn$, Bdidh 
natpaote had piUaged the old atatei, ftlws seUing Iq 
Ae hewly4brmed> commonwealths their jli^ty and 
equality at a.veiy hjandacsne rate,uat}d'^iirobaUy: 
leaTif]^. thnn in very little danger, of. exmtis^ym 
fiDoid A^t wisaMi.fwhich is said to be the tone jqf Tfs 
poUicaii'virtue^ But on di^ other haod^.iitiiiust be* 
ackno(#lcdf|^ that if the Frewbgeiei^lplpniffered, 
the Italiins astCorteii did the MestioMiN hetdid A9t 
reserve anjii ednsidexlable. i^if e of the ^poil £w. bi% 
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own use, thougii th« opportmiiy was oftea in fab 
-power. 

The eotnmiMary SaUcetti, hit countrjnMn, re- 
eommended a less s&pulous line of conduct Soon 
after the first socoeils^ in Italy, he aoquaonted Na« 
poleon that the Cbevalfer d'Este, the Duke of Mo. 
denaTs brother and envoy, had four millions of francs, 
in gold, contained in four cbesCiB^ prepared for bis ac* 
ceptance. *^ The Directory and the Legishttve Bo« 
dies will never," he said, << acknowledge your ser- 
vices— your drcunstances require the money, and 
the Duke will gain a protector." 

<< I thank you," said Boonaparte; *< bul i wSlhot 
for four millions place myseff in the power of die 
j)uke of Modena." 

'*<jrhe Venetians, in the last agony of their terrors, 
(^eiid die French general a present of s^ven mi^ 
Sons, which was refused in the same raamier. Aus^ 
tfia also had made her prdfen^ ; and they were no- 
tnmg .ess nan « principality in the empre, to be 
established in Napoleon's favour, consisting of two 
hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants at leasts & 
provision which would have put him out of dai^erof 
suffering by the proverbial ingratitude of a repubtic. 
The gena:al transmitted his thanks to the Empehir 
for this proof of the interest which he todi in liis for^ 
tune, but added, he could accept of no wealth or pre- 
ferment which did not proceed from the Frendrpeou 
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fie, and that lie should be alwdys slitisfi^ with the 
amount of reveDue which they might be disposed tp 
afford, Uni4 
. Bbt, however free from the inA to <ibuiin wealth 
by any indirect mearis^ Napoleon aj^ars to have en- 
peeled,. that in return for public services of mich an- 
uria) fhagnitude, some proviaoA ought to have been 
QMid^ for him. Aii attempt was made to procure a 
pubBc grant of the domain of Chambord, ^nd a large 
hotel in Fiiris, as an aokaowledgment of the na- 
tlohal gratitude for his brilliant succes$e$ ; but the 
DireOory thwarted the proposal* 

The: proposition respeotiiig Cbambord was not the 
only one of the tind. Malibr^n, a member of the 
Council of Five Hundred, made a motbn that Bno- 
nsiparte should be endowed with a r^vende, at tj^ 
public charge, of fifty thousand Uv^. annually, 'with 
a reversion, to his wiJ^ of one half of,, that ^ul9. It 
may be aujqposed that this motion had not be^ suf* 
fidently considered a^d preconcerted, since it was 
very indifferently received, and was evaded by the. 
swaggering dedaratipn (^ a member, that sucl^, glo- 
rioles deeds could not be rewarded by gold. So that 
tbe^ Assendbly ad<^ted the reasonable principle, that 
beoaUae the debt c^ gratitude was too great to be 
paid in. money, therefore he towlipm it was due waa 
tp be suffered to remain in comparauveindigence^-an 
econonnea) m6de of calculation, and not unlike that 



Digitized 



by Google 



80 ttF£ OP 

higb-sottddiilg dMXi^ of the civil law^ trhicb t/Maki 
thai aftve imh tieing 9nMd cm, andforoibly aoU for 
a dave, shall obtain no damages on that- mtAmnty 
beoause'lbe Kberty of a ekizen it too /traiMbeiiifant- 
\y vahiafale to be pul to eytoatioiu 

WhaleTer might be the motives of the Directoly ;; 
whether they hoped that poverty tnight defnvs^ 
BtifOtiapatte's ambition^ rendor him moire dcfiendanc 
OB. the government, afld oblige him to reraaiu Id m 
private condidon for want of means to piit Mmself 
at the head of a paity ; or whether they acted witb 
the indistinct and coi^ased motives 0t little imnds, 
who wish to injure those whom they fear, tfafir cbn- 
dnct was alike tlngrioeious and impolitic; They ought 
to have ealcukted, that a generous mind would have 
been attached by benefits, and that a selfidi one mi^t 
have been deterred from more doubtful and ambkioas 
projects, by a prospect of sure and direct advantq^e ; 
but that nuirked ill-will aaad distrust muat in every 
case render him dangerous, who has the power to 
be so. . ■ 

Their plan, instead of resting on an atienqpt to 
conciliate the ambitious conquerer, and soothe him 
to the rqpose of a tranquil indulgence of iodepend^ 
ence and ease, seems to have been that of devim^ 
for him new labours, like the wife dT Eurystheas for 
the juvenile Hercules. If he duooeecfed, they iriay 
have privately counted upon souring the adwmtages 
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for themselves; if he faikd, they were tidoia trou- 
blesome riviil in the race of {rawer and popularity. 
It was with these He^ that they proposed to Napo- 
leon to crown his military glories, by assuming the 
•comniaVid of the preparadbns made for the conquest 
of England* 
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CHAPTER II. 

Fiew of the rtipective Siluaiions of Great Britain amd France^ 
at the Period of Napoleons return from Italy^-^Negoita^ 
turns at Lisk'^Broken offl and Lord Malmeihury ordered to 
i/mt ike Mepmblie, — Army of Engkmd decreed, and Bmma* 
parte named to the Command — He takes up his Residence 
in Paris — Description qf his personal Character and Man* 
ners.^-^Madame de StaeL^-^Public Honours paid to Napen 
teon.'-^Prqfect of Invasion terminaied, and the real Views 
of the Directory discovered to he the Expedition to Egypt^^* 
Armies of Italy and the Rhine, compared and contrasted,-^ 
Napoleon's Views and Notions in heading the Egyptian 
Expedition-^those of the Directory regarding H^^Its actual 
ImpoUcy.'-^Curious Statement regarding Buonaparte, pre* 
vious to his departure, given by Miot.-^The Armament sails 
from Thmlon, on \9th May 1798. — Napoleon arrives hefi^re 
Malta on lOth June — Proceeds on his course, and escaping 
the British Squadron, lands at Alexandria on the 1st July. 
•^Description of the various Classes of Nations who inhabit 
Egypt i^l. The Fellahs and Bedouins^t, Tht Cophts^ 
3. J%e Mamelukes.^^ Napoleon issues a Proclamation from 
Alexandria, against the Mamelukes — Marches against them 
on the 7th July. — Mameluke mode ofjlghting, — Discontent 
and disappointment of the French troops and their Com* 
manders — Arrive at Cairo,-^Battle of the Pyramids on tlst 
of July, in which the Mamelukes were completely defeated 
and ditpersed.-^Cairo surrenders. 

It might have been thought, such was the suc^ 
cess of the French arms on the land) and of the Bri- 
tish upon the sea, that the war must now be near 
its natural and unavoidable termination, like a fire 
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when the? e no longer remoui any oombiMtibleB to be 
devoured. Wherever water could bear them, the 
British vessels of war had swept the seas of the ene- 
my. The greatar part of the foreign cobnies belongs- 
ing.to France and her allies, among whom she now 
numbered Holland and Spaixi, i^jere in the pbssesdon 
of the English, nor had France a chance of reeover*- 
ing them. On the contrary, not a mudcet was seen 
pmnted against France on the oontii^t ; so that it 
seemed as if the great rival natioiis, fighting with dif* 
ferent weapons, and on different elements, miist at 
length. give up a coiite8t,^in which it was almost im«- 
possible to dome to a decisive struggle. 

An attempt accordingly wia made, by the negoda«- 
ttim of Lkle, to being to a period. the war, whieiK apw 
peared now to subristentirdywitbon tan object. Lord 
Malmesbiiry, on that oecafflon, gave in, (»l the part 
of Britain, an offer to surremler all the oonq^iealB 
die had made from France and her allies ; on condi- 
tion of the cession of Trinidad, on the pari of Spain, 
and of the <>ape of Good Hope, Cochin^ and Ceylmt> 
on the part of Holland, with some stipulations in 
favour of the Prince <^ Onmge and his adfaesretits 
in the Nethedands. The French commisaicmers,^ ia 
siiply, declared, th{^ their, instruotons. require tj^ 
Ihe Er^sh should make a compete cession c^ ihw 
ooiiquests, without any equivalent whatsoevei^ ; and 
they insisted, as indispensable preliminaries, tiiat t^ 

VOL. IV. c ' 
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Kii« af Ghmt JBriUht akNikl Jajr «ud 
ti^pHHioii of JQng of Fnaoe-^hst tbe Tot^n fle^ 
ihould: be wttotfd and that tk EaglUr dioold 
fi^Doimoe thtir rigbt to oertani mortgages over At 
NctherUmdi^ for moocj loii to the Esiperor. Liord 
MAamimryy of coyrae^ iqeoted a weeping tet of 
pBnpottdoDSy wfaioh decided everj question agninil 
England even belbre the nlegociatioo commenced) 
and^ioliflited the French to offer tome modified form 
4]f treaty. The 18th frnctidor, however, had m tbe 
iatmm taken place, and the Republican partj, being 
iapomeanctL of complete autbonty, broke off the 
negotiation, if k eoald be cidled svdi, abruptly, and 
4iedered the English ambassador out of the dominioDs 
of the Bepdbiic with very little ceremony. It was now 
prodaimed gennaUy, that the existence of the Engu 
Yuii Carthage in the neighbourhood of the Fr^ch 
Home was altogether inadmissible ; that EngUmd 
ta^fA be subdued once more, as in the times of W3- 
Kaai^' the Conqueror; and tbe hc^ies of a compete 
and final victory over their nart^ural rival and eneniy!^ 
as the two nations are but overapt to esteem eadi 
other^ presetted so flattering a prospect, that there 
was scarce a party in France, not even amongst the 
Royalists, whieh did not enter on what was expected 
to prove the dedsive contest, with the revival of aH 
those feelings of bitter animosity that had distinguish* 
ed past ages. 

Towards tbe end of October 1797, the Directory 
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announced that there should be insUutly assembkd 
oa the shores of the ocean an army, to be oalled tfe 
Araiy a[ Enj^bmd, and that the CStizeM^eBeral 
Buonaparte ma$ named to the command. The iptdU 
l^gence was reo^ved in every pat t ei Fraa^ widi ail 
the tnumph which attends the anticipation of oeftiuq 
victory. The address' of the Directory nmnbeted all 
iht ccBquests vfaich France Iiad won, ^nd the efforts 
she had made^ and prepared the Frendi Matk>n to 
expect the fruit of so many victories and sacrifices 
when they had punisbal Epgland for hef perfidy and 
maritime tymany. ^^ li is at London where the n^ 
fiartunes ol all Europe ariB fiarged and nanuftttured 
<H-«>It is in London that they imist be terminated.^ In 
a solemn meeting hdd by the Directory, fcac the pur* 
pose of receiving the treaty of peace with Austria^ 
wUrii was pae^ented to t^em by Ber^iiee and MongI 
on the part cf Buonaparte^ the latter^ who had beea 
one of the cmnmiamoiiers for pillaging Italy of Jmt 
pictures and ^fiitaes, a»d who lodted, doubtless tb 
a new harvest of rarities in England, aocejtted, oa 
die part of the army and general^ the tiek impoaal 
by the Frendb nrters. << The government of En^and 
and the French RqyuUic cannot bodt oootiue tm 
eftist^^-jrou have given the word wfabh shall fidW 
already our victorious troops brandish their aBrm% 
md Sdpk> is at thebr head."^ 
While this farce, for such it proved, was acting in 
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Parii^ the Chief of the intended enterprise arrived 
tbtre, and took up hb abode in the same modest 
house which he had occupied belore becoming the 
conqueror of palaces. The community of Paris^ with 
much, eleganoe^ paid their successful general the com* 
pliment of diawging the name of the street from Rue 
Cfaantereine to Hue des Victoires. 

In a metropolis where all is welcome that can vary 
the tedium of ordinary Ufe^ the arrival <^ any remark- 
able person is a species of holiday ; but such an emi^ 
nent character as £uonaparte<-<-the conqueror^^-the 
sage— the politician — die undaunted brav«* of every 
difficulty^-^the invinciUe victor in every battle— who 
had carried the banners of the Republic from Genoa 
till their approach scared the Pontiff in Rome» and 
the Emperor in Vienna^ iwas no ev^day wonder. 
Hia youths too, added to the marvel, and still mcnv 
the ckusi of general superiority, over the society in 
which he mingled, though consisting of the most dis- 
tinguished persons in France; a superiority cloak* 
ing. itself with a species of reserve, which inferred, 
*^ You may look upon me, but you cannot penetrate 
or see thiou^.me.^ Napoleons general manner in 
locifily, dining, this part of his life, has been descri- 
bed by an obsecver of first-rate power ; accordii^ to 
whom^Jbe wasone.for whom the admiration which 
could not be refused to him, was always mingled with 
a portion of fear. He was difierent in his manner from 
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Other men, and neitlier pleased nor angry, kind iior. 
severe, after the coimnoh fashion of hmnanity. ' He 
appeared to live for the execution o£ his own plans, 
and to consider others only in so far as they were 
connected with, and could advance or oppose them. 
He estimated his* fellow-mortals n6 otherwise than as 
they could be useful to his views; and, with a pred- 
ion of intelligence which seemed intuitive from its ra- 
pidity, he pdaetrated the sentiments of those whoin it 
was worth his while to study. Buonaparte did not thei 
possess the ordinary tone of light conversation in -so- 
dety ; probably his mind was too much burthenedoir 
too proud to stoop to adopt that mode of pleasing, Imd 
there was a stiflhess and reserve ci mann^, which was 
perhaps adopted for the purpose of keeping people at 
a distance. His look had the same characta*. When 
he thought himself closely observed, he had the power 
of discharging from his countenande all expression, 
save that of a vague and indefinite smile, and pre- 
senting to the curious investigator the fixed eyes and 
rigid features of a bust of marble. 

When he talked with the purpose of pleasing, 
Buonaparte often told anecdotes of his life in a very 
{basing manner ; when silent, he bui something dis- 
dainful in the expression of his face; when dis- 
posed to be quite at ease, he was, ift Madame de 
Stael's opinion, rather vulgar. His l^atiiral tone of 
feeling seemed to be a srase of internal saperiority, 
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and trf secret eontanpt for the world in which he 
Mved, the mai with whom he acted, and toven the 
▼ery objects whidi he pursued. His Gb«d*acter and 
manners were upon the whole stron^y cakulat^ to 
attract the attention of the French nation^ and to ex^ 
ate a perpetual interest even from the terj mystery 
which attached to him, as well tis fhmi this s{>lendmjr 
of his triumphs. The supreme power was retiding 
in the Luxembourg ostenmbly ; but Fans vfwd aware, 
diat die means which had raised, and whkh must 
support and extend that power, were to be found in 
the humUe manmn of the newly^christened Rue dec 
Tictoires. 

Soine ct these features are perhaps harsUy desigA* 
fld, as being dralirn receniibus o^is. The disa- 
greeti^nt between Buonaparte and Madame de Stael^ 
from wboni wis 6aVe chie0y described dDem, is irdi 
known. It originated about this time, wfa^ as a 
fir8t4.rate woman of talent, she was naturally desirous 
to attract the notice of the Victor of Victors. They ap. 
pear to have misunderstood each dther ; £ar the Ikdy, 
who ought certainly to know best, has informed us, 
^ that fsr f^m feeling her fear o£ Buonaparte remo^ 
ved by repeated mieedngs, it seemed to increase, and 
his best i^xertions to ple^^ could not overcome hidr in- 
vilicible inversion for what sl» fbund in bis charac^ 
ter.**' His imnical contempt of exoellence of every 
kind, q)erated like the sword iti ro»Muice, which 
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tjNx^ while it Wfmiided. Biionitptrtd acems n^yer to 
h$ye Miqpectejd the secret and iBjiterious terfor «v3th 
whicb fa^ in(H*ee8tKi tb^ imgemaos author of Coriniie ; 
pB Aeooaftmry, iHwCxsaalelfe usthMflhecombiMd 
^ b^ eSortg^ and idl hn nraom, lomake u imprti;. 
4|ion on the fenvmU* She wmte to biia wh^ndbtaat^ 
«o4» as the Cpjint wingtllootly gat^yeiseB it» tonrieoted 
him wh» prewsiib. In truth, to use «b crtabl i t h ia d 
jPrendi {ihrase, they tlopd in « false positioa with 
fieqpect to ead» othfer* Mfidssle de Stael might be 
pardimed for thibkiog that k would be diiBcalt to 
Irmsi her wjt jmd her taleal^ whea eKertsd with the 
pMrpose of pleasing ; but Buomqiarte was iitiqiosed 
$0 reiiel, rather than «iicourage the advances pt owe 
whose views were so shrewd, and her obaervidtioit so 
ifit^i^ while her fe& permitted her lo podi her inqui- 
xiefi farther than m» man tm^^t lunre dared to do ift 
^mivermg with another* ^e orrtainly cUd desire le 
look miQ bim ^ with oocisid^sile efe%" find <m one 
jpcya si aii put his abiUties to the ptnof, by askiaghim 
jnti^ abi^uptly* in !tk» midle td a briliiattt jparty id^ 
TaUeyrapd'js ^< Whom he esteemed the greatesi w»r 
mtm ift the "mfAd^ aUire or dead ?"f^" Herj madam, 
that h^ bonie th^ most children^" aoswemd Buona- 
Iwrt^ wilh much appearaiu^ of simpUb^y4 IHsoon- 
jQfHTtj^ by the r^yt sheobecnned^ thai he was mpori- 
^ ilot to b^ « great adnireir of thi^ fiur aexi ^ I am 
veipy fi^ of my wif<^ madam," he replied, withiwie of 
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thoie brief and yet piquant ebservatioBs, wfaick acU 
jounied a ddsaCe aa prompdy as one of hk characterise 
tic nuuMeuvieft would have ended a battle. From 
this period' diere mm enaAty between Buonaparte and 
Madame de Stael ; and at iM'erent times be treated 
ber with a hardness whkh had some appeaarimce of 
actual personal dislike^ though perhiqN rather direct- 
ed against the female pcditidan than the woman of 
literatmre. After his fall, Madlune de Stael relented 
in her resentment to him ; and we remember her, du*. 
ring the campaign of 1814, presi^ng in sodety how 
the walls of Troyes were to see a second invanon and 
defeat ci the Huns, as had taken \Aace in the days of 
Attila, while the French Emperor was to enact -the 
second Theodorick. 

In the meaadidaie, while popular feeling and the 
approbati<» of distinguished genius were thus seek^ 
ing to pay court to the youthful conqueror, the 
Direct(»*y found themsdves obliged to render to him 
that semblance c^ homage wbi^ could not have 
been withheld without giving much oience to generdi 
opinion, and injuring those who omitted to pay it, 
much more than him who was entitled l^the umi^ 
nimous voice to receive it. On the 10th of Decem- 
ber, the Directory recdved Bu<Hiaparte in public, with 
honours which the RqpubUcan government had not 
yet conferred on any subject, and whidi must have 
seemed incongruous to those who had any reorilecticm 
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of the liberty and equality, once so emphatically 
pronounced to be the talisman of French prosperity. 
The ceremony took place in the great court of the 
Luxembourg palace, where the Directory, surround- 
ed by all that was officially important or distinguish- 
ed by talent, rec^ved from fiuonapdrte^s hand the 
ccmfifmed treaty of Campo Formio. The delivery 
<ii this document was aecompanied by a speech from 
Buonaparte, in which he told the Directory, that, 
in order to establish a constitution founded on rea- 
son, it was necessary that aghteen centuries of pre- 
judices should be conquered — " The constitution of 
the year three, and you, have triumphed over all 
these obstacles.^ The triumph lasted exactly until 
the year eioht^ when the orator himself overthrew 
the constitution, destrayed the power of the rulers 
who had overcome the prejudices of eighteen centu- 
ries, and reigned in their stead. 

The French, who had banished religion from 
their' thoughts, and from their system of domestic 
policy, yet usually preserved some perverted cere- 
mony connected with it, on public solemnities. They 
had disused the exercises of devotion, and expressly 
disowned the existence of an object of worship ; yet 
they could not do without altars, and hymns, and 
rites, upon such occasions as the present. The Gene- 
ral, conducted by Barras, the Preodent of the Direc- 
toiy, iqsproaehed an erection, termed the Altar of 
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the Country, where they w«nt througb vatioi^ ap- 
propriate oeronooiaiy and at leagtb diioimed a nu- 
merous asaembly, much edified wUk what Uk^ had 
seen. The two CoundU, or Bepp^esratative Bodi^^ 
idto gaTe a tplmdid banquet in bo^mr of Buo^fi- 
parte. And what he appeared to receive wi^b «K|fe 
particular aatefaction than these marks pf dift^ioc^oo, 
the Institute admitted him a number ci its body i^ 
thf room ^ his ff iead Camot (who wa^ ^^y a 
fugitive, and believed at the time to be dead)5 while 
the poet Chemer promulgated his {Mr^u«eS| fMsd fore- 
told his future triumphis and his jipprpaching ifoor 
quest of ^B^^land. 

There is nothing less philosc^ical than to atta^ 
ridieule to the cfistoips of other nations, nH^ely be^ 
cause they differ from those k^ our own ; yet it wamfk^ 
the dififereoce JxtvrefsSk England fmd her pc^itjx^iit^ 
neighbour, that the two Houses of .Purlia^fot nevep: 
thought of giving a dinner lo Marlborsoiigll, nor did 
Uie Boyal Society choose his successor in Jbe pfilh 
of victory ^ member by acdamajtiop ; atl^oMgh the 
Brittsh naticm in either case acquiitted th<sm9^ves of 
the debt d gratitude which they oipred t|^r iji^^k^ 
ous generalsi in the humbler and more vulgar 4aa^^ 
of conferris^ on both large 9lid princely dtHnai^ 

Meanl^e, the threat of in vision w^ mmtaioi^ 
with unabated eatnestness. Biit it m$Ae m impres- 
sion OB the British, or ra^r it squinted men jctf 
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aU ranks to bury temporary afvd ptirty diflsenaioiui 
about poUtioSi aod bend themselves^ with the whole 
energy of their national character, to confront and 
resist the preparations made against them* Their 
determination was animated by reeolketions of their 
o^n traditional gallaatry, which had so a£t&k in* 
flieted the deep^t wounds Upon France^ and was 
liot now likely to give up to anything short of the 
most dire necesnty. The benefits were then seen 
of a free constitution, which permits tbe venom of 
party spirit to evaporate in open debate. Those wfa^ 
had differed on the question of peace or vnu*, w^act 
unanimous in that of national defence, and nesbtance 
to the conHnon enemy ; and those who appeared in 
the vu^ar eye engaged in uiuippeasable contention, 
were the most eager to unite themselves togetber Sat 
d^se purposes, as men employed in fencii^ would 
throw down the foils and draw their united swords, if 
disturbed by the approach oi roUbcrs. 

Buonaparte in the meanwhile made a complete 
survey of the coast of die Briti^ channel, pausing at 
each rematkable point, and making those remarks and 
calculations which induced him to adopt at an a^eir 
peridd the renewal of the project for a descent ujpon 
England. The result of his observations decided his 
opinion, that in t)» present case the undertaking 
ought to be ablmdoned. The inmiense preparations 
and violent threats of invasion were carried into no 
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more Berioiis effect than the landing of about twelve 
or fourteen hundred Frenchmen, under a General 
Tate, at Fishguard, in Soudi Wales. They were 
without artillery, and behaved rather like men whom 
a shipwreck had cast on a hostile ^ore, than like an 
invading enemy, as they gave themselves up as pri- 
soners without even a show ci defence to Lord Caw- 
dor, who had marehed against them at the head of 
a body of the Wdsh militia, hastily drawn together 
on the alarm. The measure was probably only to 
be considered as experimental, and as such roust 
have been regarded as an entire failure. 

The demonstrations of invasion, however, were os- 
tensibly continued, and everything seemed arranged 
on either side for a desperate ccdlision betwixt the two 
most powerful nations in Europe. But the proceedings 
of politicians resanble those of the Indian traders 
called Banians, who seem engaged in talking about or- 
dinary and trifling affairs, while, with their hands con- 
ceided beneath a shawl that is spread between them, 
they are secretly debating and adjusting, by signs, bar- 
gains of the utmost importance. While all France and 
England had their eyes fixed on the fleets and armies 
destined against the latter country, the Directory 
and their general had no intention of using these pre* 
parations, except as a blind to cover their real object, 
which was the celebrated expedition to Egypt. 
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While yet in Italy, Buonaparte had su^ested to 
the Directory (13th Septemb^ 1797) the advantage 
which might be derived from seizing upon Malta, 
which he represented as an easy prize. The kni^ts, 
he said, were odious to the Maltese inhabitants, and 
were almost starving; to.augmeot which sUite of dis^ 
tress, and increase that incapacity of defence, he had 
already, confiscated their Italiui property. He then 
proceeded to intimate, that being possessed of Corfu 
and Malta, it p^as natural to take possession of 
Egypt, Twenty-five thousand men, with eight or ten 
ships of the line^ ,would be sufficient fco* the ^cpedi^ 
tion^ which be suggested might depart fi^om theocasts 
of Italy. 

TaJlleyrand, thlin minister for foreign affiiirs, (in 
his answer of 33d September,) saw the utmost advan* 
tage in the design upon Egypt, which, as a colony, 
would attract the commerce of India to Europe, in 
preference to the circuitous route by the Cape of .Good 
Hope. This correspondence proves.that even before 
Buonaparte left luJy, he had concaved the idea of 
the Egyptian expedition, though probably only as one 
of tlie vast and vague schemes of anibhioq which 
success in so many perilous enterprises had tended 
to foster. There was something of wild grandeur in 
the idea, calculated to please an ambitious imagina- 
tion. He was to be placed far b^ond the reach of 
any command superior to his own, and left at his own 
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diseretmi to the extendiDg conquests^ and parhaps 
fouadiag aa mlipii^, in a coantry long eonstdered as 
the etsMe^ knowledge, and oeldbrated in sacred and 
pDobeoe history as havh^ been the scene of anoient 
events and distant cevdutions, which, throu^ the 
remofeeaeM of ages, posses a glomny and my sterioitt 
effiBct on the faney. The ftrst if)eoiflBens of e«4y art 
also were to be found among the gigantic ruins of 
Egypt, and its time-defying monuments of antiquity. 
This had itaeffeet upon Buodaparte^ who aiected so 
paftioulariy the species of fame which attaches tp the 
pvoteetor and extender of science, philosophy, and 
thelinearts. On diis subject be had a ready and will- 
ing counsellor at hand. Mong^, the artist and vit^ 
tupsQ, was Buonaparte's ooofidant on this oocasion, 
and there k no doubt encouraged him to an uoder- 
taldng whidi pvomised a rich harrest to the aatiqoa^ 
rian, among theruins of temples and palaces, hithefrto 
imperfectly examined. 

But although the subject was mentioned betimt 
the Directory and th^ miniiiters and Buonfiparte, 
yet before adofMing the course which the project 
opened, ibe gsncsral was probably determined to see 
the issue of Uie rerolutioa of the 18th FrueUdor; 
doiribtiog^ not unreaaomably^ whether the conqoerors 
in that stru^le oould so far avail themselves of the 
victory which they had obtained over the majority of 
the National Representatives, as to consolidate and 
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^BtftUsfa on a fim fcniiukaion their cnm aulhoiily* 
He knew the Directory tfaottse^es wew popuhir with 
none. The niuneroM party, who were now im* 
dined to a monarchical government, regarded them 
with horror. The itrniy, thoiq^ supportii^ them 
father than coalesce with the KoyaUits, despiaed and 
disliked them ; the Tident Republicant reniembeeed 
thdr aotivse share in Bodbeapierre's downfall, and the 
CDodemnatians which followed the detected eQnapi-> 
rady of BabcBof, and were in no respect better dispcx 
sed to their domination. Thut despised by the amy » 
dreaded by the Royalists, and detested by the Bepub- 
licads^ the Dinectorial government i^qpeared toMmaiQ 
standing, only because the factkms to whom it was 
unaoeeptable were afraid of eadi other's attaining a 
superiority in the stn^^gle, which must attend its 
downfall. 

This crisis of public aAuM was a temptiBg opfoat^ 
tunity for such a character as Buonaparte, whose uL 
most incrediUe successes, unvaried by a single re* 
verse wUch deserved that imme, naturally fixed the 
eyes of the multitude, and indeed of the nation at 
large, upon him, as upon one who seemed desdned 
to play the most disungtiished part in any of those 
new dianges, which the muti^le state of the French 
government seemed rapidly preparing* 

The people, naturally partial to a victor, fbllowed 
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him everywhere with acefaonations, and his sokfier^ 
in th^ camp4XHigs, spoke of pulling the attorneys 
out of the seat of governoient, and installing th^ 
victorious general. Even already, for the first time 
since Ae commencement of the Bevolution, the 
French, losing their recent habits of thinking and 
speaking of the nation as a body, bqgan to interest 
themselves in Napoleon as an individual ; and that 
exclusive esteem of his person had already taken 
root in the public mind, which afterwards formed the 
foundation, of his throne^ 

Yet, in spite of these promising appearances, Na* 
pdeoQ, cautious as well as enterprizing^ saw that the 
time was.not arrived when be could, without great 
risk, attempt to possess himself of the supreme go- 
vernment in France*. The soldiers of Italy were in- 
deed at his devotion, but there was another great and 
rival army belonging, to the Republic, that of the 
Rhine, which had never been under his command, 
never bad partaken bis triumphs, and which natu- 
rally looked rather to Moreau than to Buonaparte as 
their general and hero. 

Madame de Stael describes the soldiers from these 
two armies, as resembling each other in n^ing save 
the valour which was common to both. The troops 
of the Rhine, returning from hard-fought fields, 
whieh, if fcdlowed by victory, had afforded but little 

h 
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plunder, exhilnted still the seyere siinplidty which 
had been affected under the republican model; 
whereas the army of Italy had re<q>ed ridier spoils 
than barren laurels alime, and made a disjday cf 
wealth and enjoyment wfaidi showed they had not 
n^lected thdr own interest while advancing the ban- 
ners of France. 

It was not likdy, while such an army as that of 
the Rhine existed, opposed by rivalry and the jea- 
lousy of fame to the troops of Buonaparte, that the 
latter should have succeeded in placing himself at the 
head of affmrs. Besides, the forces on which he could 
depend were distant Fortune had not aff<»rded him 
the necessary pretext for crossing, as he termed it, 
the Rubicon, and bringing twenty thousand men to 
Lyons. Moreau, Jourdan, Eleber, had all high repu* 
tations, scarce inferior to his own ; and the troops who 
had served under them were disposed to elevate than 
even to an equality with the Conqueror of Italy. 
Buonaparte also knew that his popularity, though 
great, was not . universal. He was disliked by the 
middle classes, from recollection of his commanding 
during the affair of the Sections of Paris; and many (^ 
the Republicans exclaimed agiunst him for his sur. 
rendering Venice to the Austrians. In a word, he was 
too much elbowed and incommoded by others to per- 
mit his taking with full vigour the perilous spring ne-^ 
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cessary to place him in theseatof ^upremeauthority, 
though there were not wanting those who would fain 
have persuaded him to vei^ure on a course so dann^. 
To such counsellor* be answered, that ** thejhdt 
ims not ripe^ — a hint which implied that appetite 
was not wanting, though prudence forbade the ban- 
quet. 

Laying aside, therefore, the character of General 
^f the Army of England, and adjourning to a future 
day the conquest of that hostile island ; silencing at 
the same time the internal wishes and the exteri^ 
temptations which urged him to seize the supreme 
power, which seemed escaping from those who held 
it. Napoleon turned his eyes and thoughts eastward, 
and meditated in the distant countries of the rising 
sun, a scene worthy his talents, his military skill, and 
his ambition. 

The Directory, pn the other hand, eager to rid 
themselves of his perilous vicinity, hastened to ac- 
complish the means of his expedition to Egypt, upon 
a scale far more formidable than any which had yet 
sailed from modern Eui'ope, for the invasion and 
subjection of distant and peaceful realms. 

It was soon whispered abroad that the invasion of 
England was to be postponed, until the Conqueror of 
Italy, having attained a great and national object, by 
the success of a secret expedition fitted out on a 
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scale of stupendous magaitude, should be at leisure 
to resume the conquest ol Britain. 

But Buonaparte did not limit bis views to thoae 
of armed conquest; be meant that these should 1m 
softened by mingling witb them schemes of a litemrj? 
and sdentific character, as if he had desired, as some 
one said, that Minerva should marcb at the head of 
his expedition, holding in one hand her dreadful 
lance, and with the other introducing the scienoes add 
the muses. The .various treasures of art wbidi had 
be^i transferred to the capital by the influence <^ his 
arms, gave the general of the Italian army a right 
to such distinctions as the French men of literatu»^ 
eouM confer ; and he was bunself possessed of ded^ 
sdentific knowledge as a mathematician. He became 
apparently much attached to learned piirsuits, and 
^ore the uniform of the Institute on all occasions 
when he was out of military costume. This affecta- 
tion of uniting die encouragement ci letters and 
science' with his military tactics, led to a new and 
peculiar branch ol the intended expediticm. 

The public observed with astonishment a detacb- 
ment of no less than one hundred men, who had cuL 
tivated the aits and sciences, or, to use the Fvench 
phrase, savants^ selected for the purpose d joining 
this mysterious expedition, of which the (direct still 
remained a secret ; while all classes of people asked 
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eadi other what new quarter of the world France had 
determmed to colonize, since she seemed prepanng at 
ODce to subdue it by her arms, and to enrich it with the 
treasures of her sdence and Uterature. This singular 
department of the expedition, the first of the kind 
which ever accompanied an invading army, was libe- 
rally supplied unth books, philosc^hicai instrutnents, 
and all means of prosecuting the several departments 
of knowledge. 

Buonaparte did not, however, trust to the supe^ 
riority of science to ensure the conquest of Egypt. 
He was fully provided with more efiectual means^ 
The land forces belonging to the expedition were of 
the most formidable description. Twenty-five thou- 
sand men, chiefly veterans selected from his oWn 
Italian army, had in their list of generals subordinate 
to Buonaparte the names of Kleber, Dessaix, Ber- 
thier^ Regnier, Murat, Lannes, Andreoan, Menou^ 
Belliard, and others well known in the revdlutionary 
wars. Four hundred transports were assembledfor the 
conveyance of the troops. Thirteen ships of the line, 
and feur frigates, commanded by Admiral Brueyes, 
an experienced and gallant officer, fonned the escort of 
the expedition ; a finer imd more' formidable one than 
which never sailed on so bold an adventure. 

We have^cpady touched upon the secret objects 
of this armament. The Directory were dearous tf> 
be rid of Buonaparte, who might become a dangerous 
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eompetitor in the preset unsettled state of the French 
government. Buonaparte, on his side, accepted the 
command, because it opened a scene of conquest wor- 
thy of his ambition. A separate and uncontrolled ochu- 
mand over so gallant an army seemed to promise him 
the conquest and the soverdgnty, not of Egjrpt only, 
but of Syria, Turkey, perhaps Constantinople, the 
Queen of the East ; and he himself afterwards more 
than lunted, that but for contrcJling circumstances, he 
would have b^it his whole mind to the establidiment 
of an oriental dynasty, and left France to her own des* 
tinies. When a subaltern officer of artillery, he had 
nourished the hope of beii^ King of Jerusalem. In 
his present utuation of dignity and strength, the sove- 
reignty of an Emperor of the universal East, or of a 
Caliph of Egypt at the least, was a more commensu- 
rate object of ambition. 

The private motives of the government and of the 
general are therefore easily estimated. But it is not 
so easy to justify the Egyptian expedition upon any 
views of sound national policy. On the contrary, 
the ol]ject to be gained by so much risk, and at the 
same time by an act of aggression upon the Ottoman 
Porte, the ancient.ally of France, to whom Egypt 
belonged, was of very doubtful utility. The immense 
fertility of the alluvial provinces irrigated by the 
Nile, no doubt renders their sovereignty a matter of 
great omsequence to the Turkish empire, which, from 
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the csppreMtd aUte of thdr ngriculture everywhere, 
imd from tbe rocky apd barren diiaracter of dmr Gre- 
cian provinoes, are not in a condition to siij^Iy the 
ci^iital with grain, did they not drawit from thattiever^ 
fiuling land. But France heraelf, fully supplied from 
her own resources, had no occmion to send her best 
general, and hazard her veteran army, lor the pur- 
pose of seizing a distant province, merely to facilitate 
her means of feeding her pc^mlatioh. To erec^ thiit 
large country into a French ccdony, would have ro^ 
quired a drain of population, of expense, and of 
supplies of all sorts, which France, just recovering 
from the convulsion of her Bevolution, was by no 
means fit to encounter. The climi^, too, is insalii* 
brious to strangers, and must have been a constant 
eause of loss, until, in process of time, the colonists 
had become habituated to its peculiarities. It is fat, 
ther to be considered, that the most per£act and ab- 
solute success in the undertaking, must have ended, 
not in giving a province to the French Republic, bat 
a s^mrste and ind^ndent kingdom to her vict<»j^ 
ous and amHtious general. Buonaparte had paid 
but slight attei^tion to the commands of the Dire&' 
tory when in Italy. Had he realized his proposed 
conquests in the east, they would have been sent 
lyver the Mediterranean altogether in vain. 

Lastly, the state of war with England subjected 
llns attempt to add Egypt to the French dpminionS| 
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to the ri^ of defeat, dther by the naval strength of 
Britaia interposing between France and her new 
possessions, or by her land forces frmn India and 
Europe, making a combined attack upon the French 
army which occupied Egypt ; both which events ac- 
tually came to pass. 

It is true, that, so tax from dreading the EngU^ 
f<»*ces which were likely to be emjJoyed against them^ 
the French regarded as a recommendation to the con^ 
quest of Egypt, that it was to be the first step to the 
destruction of the British poif^ in India; and Nar 
polecNi continued to the last to consider tlie cxuique^t 
pf Egypt as the forerunner of that c^ uniyarsal Asia» 
His eye, which, like that of the eagle, saw far and 
wide, ovei^Iooking, however, obstacles which distance 
rendered diminutive, beheld little more necessary tbai^ 
the toilsome marches of a few weeks, to achieve the 
conquests of Alexander the Greats He had already 
counted the steps by which he was to ascend tp 
Oriental Monarchy, and has laid before the world a 
singular r^erie on the probabilities of success. ^^ If 
Saint John d'Acre had yielded to the French arms^!* 
said he, *< a great revolution would have been ac^ 
complished in the East ; the general-in-ct^ief WQuld 
Im^ founded an ^oapire there, and the destinies qf 
France would have undergone different ccM^binations 
from those to which they were subjected.**" 
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In this declaration we recognize one of the pecu* 
liarities of Buonaparte'^s dispositicni, which refused to 
aDow of any difficulties or dangers save those, of 
which, haying actually happened, the existence could 
not be disputed. The small British force before Acre 
was suffident to destroy his whole plans of conquest ; 
but how many other means of destruction might Pro- 
vidence have employed for the same purpose I The 
jdague— -the desert— -mutiny among his soldiers- 
courage and enterprise, insfnred by favourable dr« 
cumstances into the tribes by whom his progress was 
opposed— the computaticm of diese, and other chances, 
ought to have taught him to acknowledge, that he had 
not been discomfited by the only hazard which could 
have disconcerted his enterprise ; but that, had such 
been the will of Grod, the sands of Syria might have 
proved as fatal as the snows of Russia; and the sci- 
mitars of the Turks as the lances of the Cossacks. 
In words, a march from Egypt to India is easily de- 
scribed, and still more easily measured o£F with com- 
passes upon' the map of the world. But in practice, 
and with an army opposed as the French would pro- 
bably have been at every step, if it had been only from 
motives of religious antipathy, when the Fr&ach ge- 
neral arrived at the skirts of British India, with fotccB 
thus duninished, he would have had in front the 
whole British army, commanded by generals accus- 
tomed to make war upon a scale almost as enlarged 



Digitized 



by Google 



KAPOLEON BUONAPABTE. 57 

as he himself practised, and accustomed to victories 
not less decisive. 

We should fall into the same error which we 
censure, did we anticipate what might have been 
the result of such a meeting. Even while we claim 
the probability of advantage for the army most nu- 
merous, and best provided with guns and stores, we 
allow the strife must have been dreadful and du« 
bious. But if Napoleon really thought he had only 
to show himsdf in India, to ensure the destruction of 
the British empire there, he had not calculated the 
opposing strength with the caution to have been ex. 
pected from so ^reat a general. He has been repre- 
sented, indeed, as boasting of the additicms which he 
would have made to his army, by the caoperatk>n oC 
natives trained after the French discipline. But can 
it be supposed that these hasty levies could be brought 
into sudi complete order as to face the native troops 
of British India, so long and so justly distinguished 
for approaching Europeans in courage and discipline, 
and excdUingthem perhaps in temperance and subor- 
dination? 

In a word, the Egyptian expedition, unless con- 
sidered with reference to the private views of the Di- 
rectory, and of their general, must have been re- 
garded from the beginning, as promising no results 
in the slightest degree worthy of the great risk incur- 
red, bjr draining France of the flower of her army. 
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Metnwbile^ the momeDt of departure appiobched^ 
The blockadiDg squadroo, commanded by NdaoD^ 
was blowa off the ooast by a gale of wind, aad so 
mudi daaii^;ed that they were obliged to run down 
to Sardinia. The first and most obvious obstacle to 
the expedition was thus removed. The various squa* 
dfons from Genoa, Civita Veccbia, and Bastia, set 
sail and united with that which ahready lay at Tou* 
loo. 

Yet it is said, tho^h upon sl^ider authority, that 
even at this latest moment Buonaplurte shewed some 
iadiaation to abandon the oonunand of so doubtful 
and almost desperate an expedition, and wished to 
take the advanti^ of a recent dufpute between 
France and Austria, to remain in Europe. The 
mbunderstanding arose from the conduct of Bema^ 
dotte, ambassador for the Republk at Vienna, who 
incautiously displayed the national colours bdbre 
his hotel, in consequence of which a popular tu* 
mult arose, and the ambassador was insulted. In 
^eir first akrm, lest this incident^ should ooca* 
sion a. renewal of the war, the Directory hastily de- 
termined to suspend Buonaparte's departure, and 
dispatch him to Rastadt, where the congr^ was 
still nttang, with full powers to adjust the difference; 
Buonaparte acoqpted the commission, and while he 
affected to deplore the delay or miscarriage of << the 
greatest enterprizc which he had ever meditated^r 
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wrote in secret to Count Cobenuel, now minister of 
foreign affairs at Vienna, inviting him toa conference 
at Rastaliit, and hintingat political changes, by which 
the difficulties attending the executen of the treaty^ 
of Campo Formio might be talced away. The tenor 
of dm letter having become known to the Directory, 
and k f^pearing to them that Buoni^rte designed to 
make that mission a petext forinterrating Cobentzel 
in some change of government in France, in which 
be deemed it advisable to obtain the concurrence of 
Austria, they instantly resolved, it is said, to ccmi 
*pel him to set sail on the expedition io Egypt* 
Barras,.cha]rged with the commission of notifying to 
the general this second alteration of hif destination^ 
had an interview with Buonaparte in private, and 
at his own house* The mien of the Director was 
cknided, and, contrary to his custom, he scarcely 
eifcke to Madame Buonaparte. When he retiredy 
Buonaparte shut himself up in his own apartment 
for a short time, then gave directions for bis instant 
departure from Fans for Toulon. These particulars 
mre given as certain by Miot;^ bu^ be allqpes no 
aiithoriQr for this piece of secret history* There 
seems, however, little doubt, that the command of the 
Egyptian expedition was bestowed (Xi Bponaparte 



* M^moires pour servir k I'Histoire des Exp^tions en Egypt et 
en Spifip Inlrodnctlon, p. xz. 
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by the Directory as a species of ostracism, or bo- 
]x>urable banishment from France. 
. At the moment of departure, Buonapacte made 
one of those singular harangues, which evince such 
a mixture of talent and energy with bad taste and 
bomba^. He promised to introduce those who had 
warred on the mountains and in the pliuns, to mari* 
time combat ; and to a great part of the expedition 
he kept his word too truly, as Aboukir could wit- 
ness. He reminded them that the Bomans combat- 
ted Carthage by sea as well as land— 4ie proposed to 
conduct them, in the name of the Groddess of Liber- 
ty, to the most distant regions and oceans, and he 
concluded by promising to each individual of his 
army seven acres of land. Whether this distribu- 
tion of property was to take place on the banks of 
the Nile, of the Bosphorus, or the Ganges, the sol- 
diers had not the most distant guess, and the com- 
mander-in-chief himself would have had difficulty in 
informing than. 

- On the 19th of May 1798, this magnificent ar- 
mament set sail from Toulon, illuminated by a splen* 
did sun-rise, one of those which were afterwards po- 
pularly termed the suns of Napoleon. The line-of- 
battle ships extended for a league, and the seml^urcle 
formed by the convoy was at least six leagues in ex- 
tent. They were joined on the 8th June, as they 
swept along the Mediterranean, by a large fleet of 
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transports, having on board the division of General 



' The 10th June brought the armament before 
Malta, once the citadel of Christendom, and garri- 
soned by those intrepid knights, who, half warriors 
and half priests, opposed the infidels with the en- 
thusiasm at once of religion and of chivalry. But 
those by whom the Order was now maintained were 
disunited among themselves, lazy and debauched 
voluptuaries, who consumed the revenues destined 
to fit out expeditions against the Turks in cruizes for 
pleasure, not war, and giving balls and entertain- 
ments in the seaports of Italy. Buonaparte treated 
these degenerate knights with a want of ceremony, 
which, however little it accorded with the extreme 
str^igth of thiir island, and with the glorious de- 
fence which it had formerly made against the infi- 
dels, was perfectly suited to their present condition. 
Secure of a party among the French knights, with 
whom he had been tampering, he landed troops, and 
took possesion of these almost impregnable fortresses 
with so little opposition, that Caffarelli said to Napo- 
leon, as they passed through the most formidable de- 
fences,— ^< It is well, general, that there was some 
one within to open the gates to us. We should have 
had more trouble in entering, if the place had been 
altogether empty." 

A sufficient garrison was established in Malta, 
destined by Buonaparte to be an intermediate sta- 
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tion between France and Egypt ; and on the 16th; 
the daring general resumed his expedition. • On the 
eoast of Candia, while the savants were gasdng on 
the rocks where Jupiter, it is said, was nurtured, 
and speculating concerning the existence of some 
vestiges of the celebrated Labyrinth, Buonapart* 
learned that a new enemy, of a difibrent descripticm 
fh>m the Knights of Saint John, were in hk imme- 
diate vicinity. This was the English squadron. 

Nelson, to the end as unconquerable on his own 
elem^t as Buonaparte had hitherto ^^wii himself 
upon shore, was now id full and anidouB pursuit 6( 
his renowned dontemporary. Reinforced by a squtfi- 
dron of ten ships of the line, a meeting with Napi^ 
Icon was the utmost wish of Us hearty and wiu e^oed 
back by the i^tieanest sailor on board his numero«tt 
fleet. The French had been heard of at Malta, but 
as the British Admiral was about to proceed thither^ 
he received- news of their departure ; and concluding 
that Egypt must be unquestionably the dbjeet of 
their expeoRkm, he made sail for Egypt, tt singu- 
larly happened, that although Nelson antidpated 
the arrival of the French at Ale^icapdria, imd ac- 
cordingly directed his course thither, yet, keef»ng a 
more direct path than Brueyes, when he arrived 
there on the 88th June, he heard nothing of the ene- 
my, who, in the meanwhile, were- proceeding to thfe 
Tery same pcM^. The English admiral set sail, there- 
fore, for Rhodes and Syracuse; and thus were the two 
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krge and hostile fleets traversing th0 same UtrroW 
sea, without being able to attain, any certain tidingd 
o^ each other^s movements. This was in part owing 
to the English Admiral having no frigales with him^ 
which might have heea detachdd to cruise for intelli* 
gfence ; partly to a oontimiance df tbkk misty wea- 
ther, which at once concealed 5khe iVench fleet from 
^eir adversaries, and, obliging them to keep close 
together, diminished the change of discovery, whidi 
Dftight otherwise have taken pliEtce by the occupation 
of a larger space. On the ^6th, according to Denon, 
Nelson's fleet was actually seeti by the French stand-^ 
Ing to the westward, although the haze prevented 
the English from observing thtir enemy, whose squa^ 
dron held an opposite direction. 

Escaped from the risk of an encounter so perilous, 
Buonaparte^s greatest danger seemed to be over oA 
the 1st July, when the French fleet came in sight of 
Alexandria, and saw b^ore them the city of the Fto- 
lomies and of Cleopatra, with its double harbour, its 
Pharos, and its ancient and gigantic monuments of 
grandeur. Yet at this critical mpment, and while Buo- 
naparte contemplated his meditated conquest, a sig- 
nal announced the appearance of a strange sail, wbic^ 
was construed to be an English frigate, the preeur- 
ik)r gI the British fleet. « What r said Napolemi, 
^ I ask but six hours — and, Fortune, wilt thou aban- 
don me ?^ The fickle goddess was then and for many 
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H succeeding year, true to her votary. The vessel 
proved friendly. 

The disembarkation of the French army took 
place about a league and a half from Alexandria, 
at an anchorage called Marabout It was not ac- 
complished without losing boats and men on the 
surf, though such ridu were aicountered with great 
joy by the troq>8, who had been so long confined (m 
Clipboard. As soon as five or six thouisand men were 
landed, Buonaparte marched towards Alexandria, 
wh^i the Turks, incensed at this hostile ipvasion on 
the part of a nation with whom they were at pro- 
found peace, shut the gates, and manned the walls 
against their reception. But the walls were ruinou% 
and presented breaches in many places, and the chief 
weapcms of resistance were musketry and stones. The 
conquerors of Italy forced their passage over ^uch 
obstacles, but not easily or with impunity. Two 
hundred French were killed. There was severe mi- 
litary execution done upon the garrison, and the 
town was abandoned to plunder for three hours; 
which has been justly stigmatized as an act of un- 
necessary cruelty, perpetrated only to strike terror, 
and extend the fame of the victorious French gene- 
ral. But it was Napoleon'^s object to impress the high- 
est idea of his power i^n the various classes of na- 
tives, who, difierii^ widely from each other in manners 
and condition, inhabit Egypt as their common home. 
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trhese ektsses are, 1st, the Arab race, divided into 
l^eUahs and Bedouins, the most numerous and least 
^teemed of the population. The Bedouins, retain- 
ing the manners of Arabia Proper, rove through the 
Desert, and subsist by means <^ their flocks aild herds. 
The Fellahs cultivate the earth, and are the ordinary 
peasants of the country. 

The class next above the Arabs in consideration 
ate the Cophts, supposed to be descended from the 
pristine -Egyptians. . They prdTess Christianity, are 
timid* and unwarlike, but artful and supple.- Th^ 
^are emji6yed in the revenue, and in almost all civil 
<^ces, and transact the commerce and the business 
of the country. 

The third, class in elevation were the formidable 
Mamelukes, who held both Cophts and Arabs in 
profound subjection. These are, or we may say werej 
a corps of professed soldiers, having no trade ex- 
cepting war. In this they resemble the Janissaries, 
the Strelitzes, the Praetorian Bands, or similar mili- 
tary bodies, which, constituting a standing army un- 
der a despotic government, are alternately the pro- 
tectors and the terror of the sovereign who is their 
nominal commander. But the peculiar feature of the 
constitution of the Mamelukes, was, that their corps 
was recruited only by the adoption of foreign slaves, 
particularly Georgians and Circassians. These were 
purchased when children by the several Beys,orMame- 

VOL. IV. * K 
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liike lead^hi, who^ twdtHy-foup in mu]^bert oeeupied) 
caeby one q[ the twenty4bur de|Nurtmest» into yrl^xk 
ibty had di^dcd ^Bgyipt^ The yoiubf ul sliiv% pw* 
<Awaed wilh a heedful refer^ice to bU BUrengtb and 
penonal appearane^^ iFaaearefuUy tratfied to arma in 
the family of hbiaasti^r. When created a MaineUiki^ 
be was received into the troc^ of the Bey^ and len^^ 
^ capable of aucceediiig to him at hfi» death; fortbeae 
diie£ides|iiaad the ordinary conneotions of bk>od| and 
dieir authority was» upon raiiitary principlai, transfer- 
red at their daalh to him amongst the band who was 
acoomied the best sddier. They fou^ alwi^a on 
hocsdback; and in their peculiar mode of warfai^ 
they might be termed, individually coaeidered, the 
fineit ci^alry in the world. Completely aarmed, and 
imboundedly confident in their own prowess, tbtyr 
were intrepid, skilful, imd fonnidable in battle ; but 
with their imlitary bravery b^an and ended the ca** 
talogue of their virtues. Thdr vices were, unintyiag 
orwlty, habitual oppression, and the unlimited ^- 
eroiaoof the most gross and disgustmg seittuality. 
Sadk were the actual lords of Egypt 

Yet the right ol sovereigmty did not rest witfi die 
Beys, but with the Pacha, or Lieutenant,— « gmit 
officer dispatched from the Porte to repi^sent the 
Grand Seignior in Egypt, where it was his duty to 
collect the tribute in money and gram, which Con< 
stautinople expected from that rich province, with the 
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addilioiial dbgeot of squeexii^ out of the cottBtry wk 
much more as be could hy any means secure^ for the 
fiUkgof faisowncoffiNrs. Tile Padm matntaiiied his 
mathotkj sometimes by dw assistance of Turldih 
tfoopsy sometimdi by exciting die jeakmsy ot one 
B^j i^nnst miother. Thus thb fictile country wa» 
subjected to the (Oppression of twenty-four praetors^ 
who, wheUier they agreed amoi^ themselves, or nith 
die Pac&a, or dedarcd «mr against the representative 
<^ the Sultan, and against eadi other, were aKkethe 
terror airil ike soom^ oC the unhappy Arabs and 
Cophts,' the right of opj^essmg whom l^ every ipe. 
des* oi exBcAoOf Aese hau^ty slaves regai^Aed as 
th^r noblest and mo^ undeniable privilege. 

From the mommt that Buonaparte ecmceived the 
idea of invading Egypt, the destruction of die poorer 
t)f the Mameltifces must have been determined upon 
as his first objeot ; and he had no sooner taken Akx- 
afidrin than be announced- his purpose. He s^ 
fordi a {wodanuuicm, in whidi he professed hu re^ 
spect for God, the Prophet, and the Koran; hk 
friendship for the Sublime Porte, of which he lArm- 
ed the French to be the faithful allies ; and his de- 
t^mination to make war upon the Mamelukes. He 
commanded thi^ the prayers diould be continued in 
the mosques as usuid, with some slight modifications, 
and diat all true Moslems riiould exclaim, << Qlory 
to the Sultan, and to die French army, hi)[f alfies !-^ 
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Aconnsd be the Mundukes, tti3 good Ibrtme io 
ibo had ai Egypt r 

Ujma the 7tk July^ cbe anpgr marohed froii .^x* 
aadm against tlie MandakeB.. Their coarse was- 
up the Bj^e, and asmall.flotiyaif giiii4»ot8 aaofiMU 
ed the river, to protect their right 'flank^ iMie the 
i^datt^ tanveraed a deaart of buraing sands, at m 
dlntanee fmna the streaH, and wkhotita drop €t 
water to idiete tbek tcnocBtii^ thhrst. : The armjr 
of Italy, accustomed to the enjoymciits tii Ihafr de- 
Uaious emintry, urere astMished at, die dcsohitkm 
thef saw. around them* ^^ Is this,^ they sakl^ <^ the 
omttx^ in wUeh we are So reclnve our.farMsaof: 
seven acres eadi ? The Gensnd nugh^ have ak 
l^WjeAjtis to take aaaanch as we cixiset^O one would 
have abuled the privilege.'' Their officers, too, ex-s^ 
paaased hcsrror and disgu^; and even genen^ of 
sudi ceUbldty as*' Muvat ahdlidnnes direw their hats 
ou the sand, aad.trpdiOulharcodEa^esi; Itreqjaired 
allBuoib^acteVautbcinty to maap^^ 
were jtheFrenchdi^guslied with the coiaiiieftcaement 
of the exjiedition. ■ /. , '1. ^ 

To; add Ao;their etabtodsasient, the enemy begaar. * 
to appear arqimd thfflu. Mamdukea and Arabs, ocm. 
cealed b^iiad the hilldeks of sand, ii^tticrupted their^ 
mardi at every oj^p^iuiuty, and woe to the soldier 
who straggled from theranks^ were it but fifty yards I 
9onse of tbj9$e hqmem^ were sure to dosh at Mnv 
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sky ttm on tiie sjm^ andmake off before a nmiket 
oolildbedisclMurg^llattheiD. Atltogtb, bo(V0ver,the 
audacity of thase iacursioaas' was daieicked by a jskuv 
midi'of sQmelitde importance, near! a. place called 
Cliehilieis, in which the French asserted their mii. 
tkry.94ieffiority/ . . ... *i I; 

An encounter also took place on the riV«r, betwetn 
■die Fretich £[ptilla and a nunriber of ahned Teasels 
bd{m0ng to the . Maxneliikes^ Victory' first inclined 

„' to *the iatter, Jkiut at length detarinioed in fayonr of 
ihe French, whotoc^, however,oonlya single gallidt. 
Meanwhihs, the French were obliged to niareh 
with 'the utniost preei^tion. ^ The' whole |dain.wiib 
. fi^w oove^ witb Matnehikes, mounted dm the fiiiei^ 
Aralnan horses, and armed with' pistols, carabkies, 
itnd blanderbusses^ ci the bei^ English workmaB- 
ship— their plumed turbans waving in the.air/ and 
4beir rich:dr^8se& and arms glittering in llie sun. 

' EntertlUiiiag a high contempt for the Fr^di force, 
osodnsiAiDgiEiJmosteB^rely q£ infaniiy^ thia q[d»v 
did Iwurbaric chivalry watched^ every c^xpcNrtimity 

• fpt ch^orging them, nor did a ang^e stragglecies- 
cApe , the unnelenting * edge of ibdri saboes. : Their 

, charge was abnost as swift as the 'wind,' and as their 
usvere hits enabM them to Utlt, or wfaed their; horses 

' at full gallop, thdr fetreatwias asrapid asriheir ad- 
vmice. Even the practised veterans! of Italy: were 
sX firit isnbarrassed by tUs new mode d£%hting^ aiid 
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lost teveral men ; es^ieciidiy whm lil%ue cawwd «i jT 
oneto&Uoutof tbe rankfl, iii whidi ease Us fate be- 
cune certain* But they woe toon i«Mddkdto£^t^' 
kig the Mameliikei, when they diibovered that each 
of diete horsemen carried about hkn hkfcNrtiiae^ and 
that it not uncommonly amounted to conMeraUe 
•oms in gbtd. ' . 

During these akrms, the French love of the lidi- . 
cfous was not abated by the fatigues or dangersxif tli6 
journey. The saymHs had been snp|)}ied ivith ass^ 
the beasUritf burdra eanest attnaed m Egypt/ to 
trapspcNrC their persons and philoaoiMesl iqypeiatus. 
The General had given orders to attend U> their per- 
sonal safety, which w^e of course obeyed. But«s 
these cavilians had Httle importance m the eyes of 
the military, loud shouts of laughter used to bofst 
from the nmks, iriiile forming to veeeive the Mapne- 
lukes, as the generdi of divisian called out, with mi- 
litary prednon, << Let the asses aiid the savanto 
enter within the square."^ The sddiers alsb anrased* 
themselves, by callii^ the asses demi-saimnts. In 
times of discontent, diese unlucky servants oi science 
bad their fidl share of the soldiers^ r^roaches, who 
iraa^^ied, that this unpopalMr expedidon had been 
undertaken to gratify tJmr passim for rese»ches, in 
which the military took'va^ slender interest 

Under such cirtumstances, it may be doubted 
whether even the literati themselves were greatly de- 
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jigfated, when, after IcAirtedn days of such marches as 
wa have described, they arrived, indeed, widun six 
lieagttea of Cairo, a^ beheld at a distance the jcele- 
bratad Pyramids, btit learned, at the same time, that 
If urad Bejr, with twenty4.wo o£ his brethren, at the 
head of their. Mamdukes, had fiirmed aa^trendied 
cao^ at a place called Embabeh, with the pui^iose 
of covering Cairo, and giving battle to the French. 
On the 121st of July, as the French continued* to ad- 
vance, they saw their enemy in the fi^, and in £uU 
force. A splendid line of cavalry, und^* Muriul and 
the other Beys, displayed the wh^ strongtjh of the 
Mamelukes. Their ri|^t restad on the imperfectiy 
entrenched camp, in which i^y twenty tluHf sand in£M^^ 
try, defended by ^prty pieces of cannon. But the in- 
fantry wene an undisciplined rabUe ; the gui^i, want- 
ii^earrk^es, were mounted on clumsy woodenfnunes; • 
and the fcMtifications of the camp were but commen- 
ced, and presented.no fcnrmidable oj^xMution. Buona- 
parte made his diqiositioiK.. He oOended bis tine 
to the right, in such a maipier as to keep out xif gun- 
shot of the ei^renohed camp, and have only to en- 
counter the Une of cftvalry« 

Murad Bey saw tht^ movement, and, fplly awar« 
o( its consequence, prepared to>4sharge with his mag- 
nificent body oi hoi^se, declaring he woukl out the 
French up Uke gourds. Buonaparte, as he diKcted 
the infantry to form squares to receive th«n, called 
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out to bit men, << From yonder Fynunkb tweoly 
centuries behold your actions.** Tbe Mamelukas ad- 
vanced with tbe utmost speed, and corresponding 
fury, and charged with horrible yells. They disor- 
dered one of the French squares of infantry, which 
would haire been sabred in an infant, but that the 
nu^s of this liary militia was a Uttle behind the ad- 
Yanoed gourd. The French had amcnnent to restore 
.Qr3er,'^'and used iu Theixunbat then in solne deg^ree 
resembled that whlcb^ iiearly twenty years . aflter- 
wards, took place at Waterloo ; the hostile cavalry 
furioudiy chargii^ the squares ot infSEmtry, and try- 
ing9 by the most undaunted efforts of courage, to 
break in upon them at eyery practicable pwit, while 
a tremendous.^re of musketry, grape-shot, and shells, 
crossing in varicais directions, repakl their audadty. 
Nothing in war was evet seen more de^Murate than 
the exertions of -the Mamelukes. Fiuling to force 
theur horses through the French guanas, individuals 
were seen to wheel thems round,' and. rein them back 
on the ranks, that they might disorder th&xi by kick* 
ing. As they became frantic with despair, they hurU 
ed at the immovable i:dialanxe% which they could 
not break, th^ pistols, their poniards, and their ca^ 
rallies. Those who fell wounded to tbe groundi,. 
dragged themselves on, to cut at the 1^ of th^ 
French with their crooked sabres. But their efforts 
were all in vain« 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BfJONAPA&XK. 7S 

The Matseluk^ after the mbiit oouri^geous efR^rtB 
to aecMnpIiab their purpose, were finally beaten off 
.wiUi gre^ slaughter ; aod as diey could not form or 
^act in squadron, their retreat became a confused flight. 
The greater part aU^mpted to return to their camp, 
from that sort of ioatitict, as Napoleon termed it, 
whadi leads fugitives to retire in the same direction 
in which they had advanced. By taking this route 
they placed themselves betwixt the French and the 
JNile; aad the sustained and insupportal^Ie fire of 
the former soon oUiged them to plunge into the ri- 
ver, in hopes to escape by swimming to the opposite 
bank— ^ , desperate effort, in which few succeeded* 
Their infantry at the same time evacuated their camp 
.vifithout a show of resistance, precipitated themselves 
into the boats, and endeavoured to cross the Nile* 
Very many of these also were destroyed. The Frendh 
soldiers long afterwards occupied themselves in fish- 
mgfor the drowned Mamelukes, and failed not to 
find money and valuables upop all whom they could 
recover. Murad Bey, with a part of his best Mame* 
lukes, escaped the slaughter by a more regtelarmove- 
mant to the left, and retrefltecl by Gizeh into Upper 
Egypt - ^ 

Thus were in a great measure destroyed the finest 
cavalry, considered as individual horsemen, that were 
ever known to exist. ^ " Could I'bave unit^ the 
Mameluke horse to the French Infantry,"^ said Buo.' 
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mq^Nurte, << I would have reckoned myself nuuler of 
the world.^ The destruction of a body hitherto 
regarded as invincible, struck terror, not through 
Egypt (Mily, but far into Africa and Asia, wherever 
the Moslem religion prevailed ; and the roUiag fire 
^ musketry by which the victory was adiieved, pro- 
cured for Buonaparte the oriental i^pelation of Sul- 
tan Eebir, or King of Fire. 

After this combat, which, to render it more stri- 
king to the Pariuans, Buonaparte termed the <^ Bat- 
tle of the Pyramids,^ Cairo surrendered without re- 
sistance. The shattered remains of the Makelukes 
who had swam the Nile and united under Ibrahim 
Bey, were compelled to retreat into Syria. A 
party c^ three hundred French cavalry ventured to 
attack them at Salahieh, but were severely handled 
by Ibrahim Bey and his followers, who, having cut 
many of them to jneces, pursued their retreat without 
farther interruption. Lower Egypt was comjdetely 
in the hands of the French, and thus far the expe- 
dition of Buonaparte had been perfectly successful. 
But it was not the will of Heaven, that ev^i the 
most fortunate of men Should escape reverses, and 
a severe one awaited Napoleon. 
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CHAPTER III. 

JFrcmh Nmmi Squadrofu^^Cot^hctHtg Statements e/ Bu^napartg 
9nd Admiral amtO^emme in ng^4 ta IIm-JBatt££ op Abov* 
%iM o»M4figwt 1798,— ^ZVtMN6cr t^ PoMm tf ike Smtm^f 
and of the EngU$h^ParticuUif§ iff the Aetkon^^^The French 
Admiraly Brucyet^ killedy and Hit thipy VOrient blown tip,^^. 
The Victory complete\tmo only of the French Fket^ and two Fri* 
gateiy eecaping im tht momkig ^ihfi i8d.-m*-J^fMe of this dhaeter 
an the tFraneh Arm^fi^^Mieane ly^ wMch ^afoloon fropoeed to 
ettdbUsh hUnteifin Bgyft^^^Hi* a^minietratianin mqny retpects 
useful and praiseworthy^^in others^ his Conduct impoHUc and 
absui*d,^-^He desires to he regarded an Envoy of the Deity^ hut 
wiihaut sueoess,^m.His endeavours equaUy unsueoessftl to propi- . 
tiate ihe Porte^-^The Fori of Si Arish fidh i/nto his hands — 
Massacre of Jaffa-^^drrMed hy J^nonstparte-hhufe^^Bis argw 
ments in its deftnce^^Beplies to them^-'General Conclusions,^^ 
Plague hreaks out in the French Army^^^NapsHeofC s humanity . 
and courage upon this occasion*^^Proceeds egainst*Acrc to attack 
mmm Pacha...^ir Sidney Smith^^Sis Charaeier^^^apture* 
,a Fmuh Convayj and throws hsim^ into Acre*^^renek arrive* 
h^re Acre on Xlth March 1799,' and, effect a breach on the 
9Sthy hut are driven hack^-^Assaulted hy an army of Moslems of 
various Nations assembled without the WaUs qfAcrCy whom they ' 
dtfeat and disperse,^^Interesting particulars of the Siege^-^Per* 
sonal misunderstanding and hostiOty hetwiiet Napoleon and Sir' 
Sidney Smith^xplained and accounted Jbr^^^Buonaparte is 
fnaUy compelled to raise the l^iege and retreat* 

When Buonaparte and his army were safely tand-r 
ed in Egypt, policy seemed to demand that the naval 
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squadron; by'whtch they hftd.be^ ek^rt^d, should. 
have been sent-ba<;k to Frands as soon as possibly. The 

' French leader accordingly .repeatedly assorts, that he. 
hs[d{)0S8itively commanded Admiral Bruey^ an ex- 
. celleBt officer, for -wboip he himself entertained parti- 
ctiiar resjjJect,*" eith^'jo caity his squadron of m,en- 
of-war into the harbour of Alexandria, or, that being .. 
fbund'imposl^iDle, instdptly to set sail for Corfii. The 
harbour, by-ieport.of ,tlie Tufckish'pilotsj was greatly 
too jriiallow to adioit without danger .telsels ot ^suoh 
a deep draught of watery and it^sparce l^anberques- 

-: tioned that. Admiral B'rueyes would have embraced 

* the alternaiiYe of set^in^ ktil for (^orfu, had such: 
been ip reality permitted by his orderk rfiut'the as^-* 

'sertionof Bud^part^ is. poihtedly contfadicted by 

• tie report of Vicfe-^dmiral Gantheaume, ifrho'waar 

himself in the battle of Aboukir, escaped from the' 

slaughter with difficulty, and was intrusted "by Biio- 

'j3a{)arte with^drawing up the account of the disaster, 

.which' he transmitted to the minister of war. *< P6r- 

hapsiit may be saidj" so the dispatdi-.bears,^ <* that it. 
would have^been aid visible to have quitted the coast 



' * Ii\ A letter publis^ied in the Monit^, No; 90, Tan 6, Buona* 
, parte expresses .the highest sense of Admiral Bmeyes* firmness and 
talent, as weH as of the high order in which he kept the squadron 
ftniiei his command ; and concludes by saying, he had bestowed oo- 
him, in the name of- the Dhectory, a sj^-glais of the best construe- 
liOD^hich It^y afforded. 
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as fKx>n as the ifi^embarkattdn had taken ^ace. Bat 
considering tJie orders of ike' commander-in^hie/^ 
and the incalculable force afforded to the iand-aiiny 
by the preseiK^ o£ the squadron, the admiral thought 
it. Was his duty not to quit these seas.^ 

Ijooking at the matter more closely— considering 
die probability of Nelson's return, and the consequent 
danger of' the fleet — considering, too/ the espeeisi^ 
interest which naval and military officers attach each 
to. their pecidiar service, and the relative dinr^Hrd 
witK which they oontempiate the other, we can see 
several reasons why Buonaparte might have wished, 
even a^ some rjcJc, to d^ain the fleet on the coast of 
Egypt^ but not <me which could 'induce Brueyes to 
continue there, not only without the consent of the 
commander-inHchief^ biit, as Napoleon afterwards 
, alleged, ,againi5t his exjiresd orders. It is one of the 
caseftln which no degree of liberalky can enaUe us 
to i^Qceive the testimony of Buonaparte, ecfntradict. 
ed at ooice by circumstances, and by tJie pc^tive tes- 
timony of Ganthe^unle. 

We now approach one of the most brilliant actions 
oi the English navy, achieved by the Admiral whose 
exploits so indisputably asserted the right of Britain 
to the dominion of the ocean. Our limits require 
that we should state but briefly a tale, at which every 
heart in our islands will long glow ; and we are the 
more willingly concise that our readers possess it at 
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kogth in one of ihe bM; writleft pc^mlar hislomrm 
the Boglifth kuqpiflge.* 

Although unable to enter the harbour of Alex- 
andria^ the French admiral bdleved his squadron 
safely moored in the cdebrated bay of Aboakir. 
They fonoed a oompact line of battle^ of a semi^r- 
otthur form, anchored so dose to the sboal^water and 
surf, that it was thought impossible to get between 
diem and the land ; and they concluded, therefcms, 
that they ooukl be brought to action on the starboard 
side only. On the Ifit August the British fleet i^ 
peared ; and Nelson had no sooner reconnoitred the 
Frendi position than he rescdred to force it at cTeiy 
risk. Where the French ships coukl ride, he argued 
with instantaneous decision, there must be room for 
English vessels to andior between them and the 
shore. He made signal for the attack accmrding^y. 
As the vessds approached the French mathong^ 
they received a heavy and raking &e, to which Aey 
could make no return ; but they kept their bows 
to the enemy, and continued to near their line. 
The squadrons were nearly of the same uumerical 
strength. The French had thirteen diips of the Kn^ 
and four frigates. The English, diirteen ships of die 
line, and one 60 gun ship. But die French had 



• Mr Sonihey't ^^ life of Admiral Nekmi ;*' in which one of tiie 
BKi^ disdnguUhed mm <ji goiiat and leaning whom our ag^ h$M 
produced, has recorded the actions of the greatest naval hero that ever 
existed. 
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Uuree 80 gm sbipe^ aad L^CNrieot, a sojperb vessel of 
ISO gum. All tbe Brtd^ were seveD^-fours. The 
van of t^e £iigliili fleet, »x in mioriber, rounded 
suoceeaveiy the Fueaeh tine, and dropping andior 
faetwixt them and the abora^ opened a treoiendoiis 
fire. Nelson Unoelf, a&d his other vesads, mged 
doig tfaesame French sh^ on the xmter «de, and 
ihua placed them betwixt twofirea; while tlie rest d 
the French line teniained fienr a tine iHiaible to take a 
dnre in the combat. Thefaattlecoianienced with the 
uUnoat fury, and laated till, the sun having set and 
the night fallen, there was no light by which the 
combat could be continued, save the flashes ci the 
eootiwioas broadadee* Already, however, some ci 
the Frendi vessels were taken, and tbe victors, ad# 
vaadog onward% assailed those which had not yet 
been engaged. 

Meantime, a broad and dreadful light was thrown 
on the scene of action, by the Inrcaking out of a con« 
flagraticn on board die Frendi admirai^s flag-^ip, 
L^Orient. Brueyes himself had by this time £allea 
by a cannon-shot The flames soon mastered the 
immenae vessel, where the carnage was so terrible as 
to prevent all attempts to extinguish them ; and tbe 
L'^Orient remuned blazing like a volcano in the mid* 
die of the combat, rendering for a time the dreadful 
spectacle visiUe. 

At length, and white the bahte continoedte fuaous 
as ever, the burning vessel blew up with so tr^nen* 
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doua am exf^onon, thiit for a wkile U 8il|eiKa^ the 
fire on both sidcsy and made anumrful pame ^n the 
midst of what had been bat latetj so horrible a 
tumalt. The canonade wag at first dowly md. paiu 
tially resumed, but ere mkhu^tit caged with all its 
original fury. In the aonring the .only two French 
ships who had thour colomrs flyii^ cut th^ caUea 
and put to sisa, acconyanied by two fingates; being 
all that remained undestroyed and unci^ured> of the 
gallant navy that so lately aacorted Boonaparte and 
Us fortunes in triumph across the Medifernmean. f 

Such was the Tictory of Aboukir, for whicb he who 
achieved it tek that wc«d was inadequate. He called 
it a conquest. The advantages of (he day, gmt as 
they were, mighihave been pushed much feurther^ if 
IMson had been possess^ of frigates and wan^l craft; 
The store-ships and transports in the harbour ef 
Alexandria would then have been infallibly destroy- 
ed. As it was, the results were of the utmost imporU 
ance, and the destinies of the French army were 
altered in proportion. They had no longer any 
means of communicating with the mother«oountry, 
but became the inhabitants of an insulated province, 
obliged to rely exclusively on the resftirces • which 
they had brought with them, joined to those which 
Egypt might afford. 

Buonaparte, however surprised by this reverse, 
exhibited great equanimity. Three riiousand Fr^ich 
seam^, the remainder of nearly six thousand eogi^ 
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ged in that dreadful battle, were sent ashore by car- 
tely and formed a valuable addition to his forces; 
Nelson, more grieved almost at being frustrated of 
his copplete purpose, than rejoiced at his victory, 
left the coast after establishing a blockade on the 
port of Alexandria. 

We are now to trace the means by which Napo- 
leon proposed to establish and consolidate his govern- 
ment in Egypt ; and in these we can recognize much 
that was good and excellent, mixed with such irregu- 
larity of imagination, as vindicates the term of Jupi- 
ter Scapin, by which the Abbe dePradt distinguish- 
ed this extraordinary man. 

His first care was to gather up the rrins of govern- 
ment, such as they were, which had dropt from the 
hands of the defeated Beys. With two classes oi thfe 
Egyptian nation it was easy to establish his authority. 
The FeUahs, or peasantry, sure to be squeezed to die 
last penny by one party or other, wiHingly submitted 
to the invaders as the strongest, and the most able to 
protect them. The Cophts, or men of business, werfe 
equally ready to «erve the party which was in posses- 
sion of the country. So that the french became the 
masters of both, as a natural consequence of the 
power which they had obtained. 

But the Turks w^re to be^ attached to the con- 
queror by other means, since their haughty national 
character, and the intolerance<^the Mahommedan re- 

VOL. IV. F 
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HgioD^ rendered them alike inaccesiiUe fo profit, the 
hope of which swajed the Cophts, and to Hear, which 
was the prevailing argiiment with the Fellahs. To 
gratify their yanitj, and soothe their prejudices, 
Miemed the only mode by which Nf^xdeon coiild in- 
sinuate himself into the favour of this part of the po- 
pulatiom With this view, Buoni^parte was far from 
assuming a title of ccmquest m Egypt^ though be 
kit few x>f its rights unexerdsed. On the contrary, 
he wisety continued to i^imit the Pacha to that o&. 
tensiUe share of authority which was yielded to him 
by the Beys, and cf)oke with as much seeming re- 
spect of the Sublime Forte, as if it had been bis in- 
tention eva: again to permit their having aay effec- 
tive power in Egypt. Their Imaums, or priests ; 
their Ulemata, <»: men of law ; their Cadis^ or judges ; 
their Shdks, or chiefs ; their Janissaries, or privil^cd 
soldiers, were all treated by Napoleon with a fsertain 
d^ee of attention,^ and the Sultan Eebir, as they 
called him, affected to govern, like th^ Grand Sei- 
gnior, by the intervention of a Divan. 

This general council consisted of about forty 
j^eiks, or Moslems of distinction by birth or o^ce, 
who held their rc^gular meetings at Cairoi, and from 
which body emanated th^ authority of p^viacial 
^divanp, established in the various departments of 
lEgypt. * Napoleon affected to icoQsult the superior 
council, and act in piany cases according to their re- 
|X)rt of the law of the Frophet. On one occasion, 
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lie gave tbem a moral les$oa wbioh it would be^r^ 
injustioe to suppress. A tribe of roving Arabs b#l 
slsun a peasant, and Buonaparte had givan dire^ods 
to sear^ out and punisb the murder^s* One of Im 
Oriental oonnsellors laughed at the 2eal which Om 
General itenife$ted <hi so slight a cause, 

" What haVe you to do with the death of this 
Felldb, Sultan Kebir ?" said he ironically ; ^^ was he 
your kinsman ?^ 

^^ He was more/' said Napoleon ; <^ he was one for 
whose safety I am accountable to God, who {^bced 
him under my goTernment." 

'^ He speaks like an inspired person !" e^claisned 
the Sheiks ; who can admire the beauty of a ju$t 
sentiment, though incapable, from the soope thfty 
allow their passions, to act up to tlie precepts af 
moral rectitude. 

Thus tax the conduct of Buonaparte was admi- 
vaUe. He prot^ed the peqale who were pJac«d 
tinder his power, he respected their religipus opjU 
nions, he administered justice to them acoordieg to 
xbeir own laws, until they should be supplied with a 
i)etter system of l^shdipn. Unquestionably, his 
good administration did not amend the radical defi^ 
ciency of his title; it was still chargeable ^againat 
faiiiiy that be had iuTaded the dominimis of lihe most 
ancient ^y of France, at a time when tpene was 
the most profound peace between the cQunlHbs. Yet 
in delivering Egypt from the tyrannical sway of the 
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Ifamdokes, and adminiBtering the gayerament of 
the country with wisdom and comparative humanity^ 
the mode in which he used the power which he had 
acquired) might b? admitted in some measure to 
atone for his usurpation. Not contented with direct, 
ing his soldiers to hold in respect the religious ob- 
servances ci the country, he showed equal justice 
and policy in collecting and protecting the scattered 
remains of the great caravan of the Mecca pilgrim- 
1^, which had been plundered by the Mamelukes 
<m their retreat. So satisfactory was his conduct 
to the Moslem divines, that he contrived to obtain 
from the clergy of the Mosque an opinion, declaring 
that it was lawful to pay tribute to the French, 
though such a doctrine is diametrically inconnstent 
with the Koran. Thus far Napoleon's measures 
had proved rational and successful. But mth this 
kudaUe course of ccmduct was mixed a species of 
artifice, whi<^, while we are compelled to term it 
hnpious, has in it, at the same time, something 
ludicrous, and almost childish. 

Buonaparte entertained the strange idea of persua- 
dmg the Moslems that he himself pertained in some 
sort to their religion, being an envoy of the Deity, sent 
on earth, not to take away, but to confirm and com- 
|)lete, the doctrines ci the Koran, and the misaon of 
Mahomet. He used, in executing this purpose, the 
inflated language of the East, the more easily that it 
corresponded, in its allegorical and amplified style. 
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with his o^n natural tone df onnpotttkki ; and he he* 
dtated not to join in the exjternal ceremonial of the 
Mahommedan religion, that his actions might sean 
to confirm his words. The French general ccle^ 
brated the feast of the Prophet as it recurred, with 
some Sheik of eminence, and joined in the litanies 
and worship enjoined by the Koran. He affected, too, 
the language of an inspired follower of the faith of 
Mecca, of whidi the following is a curious example. 

On entering the sepulchral chamber in the pyra- 
mid of Cheops, " Glory be to Allah,*^ said Buona- 
parte, ^^ there is no Grod but God, and Mahommed 
is his prophet.^ A confes^on of faith which is in 
itself a declaration of Idamism. 

^^ Thou has spoken like the most learned of the 
prophets,^ s^ the Mufd, who accompanied him. 

^^ I can command a car of fire to descend fnnn 
heaven," continued the French general, ** arid I can 
guide and direct its course upon earth.'' 

" Thou art the great chief to whom Mahommed 
^ves power and victory,'' said the Mufti. 

Napoleon closed the conversation with this not 
very pertinent cnn^ital proverb, ** The bread which 
the wicked seizes upon by force, shall be turned to 
dust in his mouth." 

Though the Mufti played his part in the above 
scene with becoming gravity, Buonaparte over-esti- 
mated his own theatrical powers, and did too little 
justice to the shrewdness of the Turks, if he suppo. 
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sed them reallj edified by hit pretended proselytism. 
With them as with us, arenegaife from the religious 
fkith in whidi he was brought up, is Hke a deserter 
from the standard of his counttj; and though the 
services of either majr be accepted and used, they re^ 
main objects of disr^ard and contempt, as well with 
those to whose service they have deserted, as with 
the party whom they have abandoned. 

The Turks and Arabs oi Cairo soon afterwards 
showed Buonaparte, by a general and unexpected 
insurret^tion in which many Frenchmen were slain, 
how little they were moved by his pretended attacJi* 
ment to their faith, and how cordially they consider, 
ed him as their enemy. Yet, when the insurgents 
had been quelled by force, and the blood of five 
thousand Moslem had atoned for that of three hun. 
dred Frenchmen, Napoleon, in an address to the 
inhabitants of Cairo, new^modelling the general 
council, or divan, held still the same language as 
before of himself and his destinies. " Sheriffs,'' he 
said, " Uleimats, Orators of the Mosque, teach the 
people that those who become my enemies shall have 
no refuge either in this world or the next Is there 
any one blind enough not to see that I am the agent 
of Destiny, or incredulous enough to call in question 
the power of Destiny over human affairs? Make 
the people understand that since the world was a 
world, it was ordained, that having destroyed the 
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* ... 

enemies of Islamisni, and broken down the Cross,* 
I should come from the distant parts of the West to 
accom{^sh the task designed for me-— show them, 
that in more than twenty passages of the Koran my 
coming is foretold. I could demand a reckoning from 
each of you fbr the most secret thoughts c^ his soul, 
sinee to me everything is known ; but the day will 
come when all shall know from whom I have my com- 
mission, and that hitman efforts cannot prevail against 
toe.'' 

It is plmn frbih this strange prodatnation, that 
Buonaparte was willing to be worshipped as a supe- 
rior being, as soon as altars could be built, and wor- 
^ippers collected together. But the Turks and 
Arabs were wiser than the Persians in the case of 
young Ammon. The Sheik of Alexandria, who af- 
fected much devotion to Buonaparte^s person, came 
roundly to the point with him. He remarked the 
French observed no religious worship. ** Why not, 
therefore," he said, ^^ declare yourself Moslem at 
once, and remove the only obstacle betwixt you and 
the throne of the East ?" Buonaparte objected the 
prohibition of wine, and the external rite which Ma- 
faommed adopted from the Jewish religion. The o& 



* AUudiog to the capiiure of the island of Malta, and subjection- 
of the Pope, on which he was wont to found as senrices rendered to 
the religion of Mahommed. 
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ficious Sheik proposed to eaU a coonejl of the M€»- 
lem sages, and procure for the new proselytes sosoe 
relaxation of these fundamental laws of the Prophet^s 
faith. According to this hopeful fdan, the Moskms 
must have ceased to be such in two principal arti- 
cles of their ritual, in order to induce the Fr^ich to 
become a kind of imperfect renegades, rejecting, in 
the prohibition of wine, the only peculiar guard 
which Mahommed asingned to the moral virtue of 
his followers, while they embraced the degrading 
doctrine of fatality, the licentious practice of poly- 
gamy, and the absurd chimeras of the Koran. 

NiqpoleoD appears to have belie\ed the Sheik 
serious, which is very doubtful, and to have contem- 
plated with eager ambition the extent of views which 
his conversSion to Islamism appeared to open; His 
own belief in predestination recommended the creed 
of Mahommed, and for the Prophet of Mecca him- 
self he had a high respect, as one of those who had 
wrought a.great and enduring change da the face of 
the world. Perhaps heenvied the powerwhichMahom- 
med possessed, of ruling over men's souls as well as 
their bodies, and might thence have been led into the 
idea of playing a part, to which time and drcum- 
stances, the character of |iis army and his own, were 
alike opposed. No man ever- succeeded in imposing 
himself on the public as a supernatural personage, 
who was not to a certain degree the dupe of his own 
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kdposture ; and Napoleon's calculating and reflecting 
mind was totally devoid of the enthusiasm which 
enables a man to cheat himself into at least a partial 
belief of the deceit which he would impose on others. 
The French soldiers, on the other hand, bred in scorn 
of religion of every description, would have seen no- 
thing but ridicule in the pretensions of their leader 
to a sup^natural mission ; and in playing the charac- 
ter which Alexander ventured to personate, Buona- 
parte would have found in his own army many a 
Clitus, who would have considered his pretensions as 
being only ludicrous* He himself, indeed, expressed 
himself satisfied that his authority over his sddiers 
was so absolute, that it would have cost but giving 
it out in the order of the day to have made them all 
become Mahommedans ; but, at the same time, he 
has acquainted us, that the French troops were at 
times so much discontented with their condition in 
Egypt, that they formed schemes of seizing on their 
standards, and returning to France by force. What 
r^y, it maybe reascmably asked, were they likely to 
make to a proposal, which would have deprived them 
of their European and French character, and leveL 
led them with Africans and Asiatics, whose persons 
they despised, and whose country they desired to 
leave ? It is probable, that reflection^ on the proba- 
ble consequences prevented his going farther than 
the vague pretensions which he announced in his 
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proclamalions, and in his language to the Sheiks^ 
He bad gone far enough, however, to show, that the 
considerations of conscience would have been no hin- 
derance ; and that, notwitbstuiding the strength of 
his understanding, common sense had less influence 
than might have been expected, in checking his as- 
sertion of dwns so ludicrous as well as so profane. 
Indeed, his disputes with the Ottoman Porte speedily 
a^umed a character, which his taking the turban 
and professing himself a Moslem in all the forms 
could not have altered to his advantage. 

It had been promised to Buonaparte that the 
abilities of Talleyrand, as Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, should be employed to reconcile the Grand 
Seignior and his councillors to the occupation of 
Egjrpt. But the efforts of that able negotiator had 
totally failed in a case so evidently hopeless ; and if 
Talleyrand had even proceeded to Constantinople, 
as Napoleon alleged the Directory had promised 
it could only have been to be confined in the Seven 
Towers. The Porte had long since declared, tbat 
any attack upon Egypt, the road to the holy citiei^ 
of Mecca and Medina, would be considered as a de- 
claration of war, whatsoever pretexts might be alle- 
ged. They regarded, therefore, Buonaparte^ inva- 
sion as an injury equally unprovoked and unjustifi- 
able. They declared war against France, called upon 
every follower of the Prophet to take the part of hife 
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Vicegerent upon earth, colleeted forces, a^ threaten- 
ed an immediate expedition, for the purpose of ex- 
pelling the infidels from Egypt. The success of the 
British at Aboukir increased their confidence. Nel- 
son was loaded with every mark of honour which the 
Sultan could bestow, and the most active preparations 
were made to act against Buonaparte, equally consi- 
dered as enemy to the Porte, whether he professed 
himself Christism, infidel, or renegade. 

Meantime, that adventurous and active chief was 
busbd in augmenting his means of defence or <x)n- 
quest, and in acquiring the information necessary to 
protect what he had gained, and to extend his domi- 
nions. For the former purpose, corps were raised from 
among the Egyptians, and some were mounted upon 
dromedaries, the better to encounter the perils of the 
desert. For the latter, Buonaparte undertook a 
journey to the Isthmus of Suez, the well-known in- 
terval which connects Asia with Africa. He sub- 
scribed the charter, or protection, granted to the Ma- 
ronite Monks of Sinai, with the greater pleasure, that 
the signature of Mohammed had already sanctioned 
that ancient document. He visited the celebrated 
fountains of Moses, and, misled by a guide, had near- 
ly been drowned in the advancing tides of the Red 
Sea. This, he observes, would have furnidied a 
text to all the preachers in Europe. But the same 
Deity, who rendered that gulph fatal to Pharaoh, 
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had reserved for one, who equally defied and diis-'^ 
owned his power, the rocks of an island in the midst 
of the Atlantic. 

When Napcdeon was engaged in this expedition, 
or speedily on his return, he learned that two Turk- 
ish armies had assembled,-*-one at Rhodes, and the 
other in Syria, with the purpose of recovering Egypt 
The daring genius, whidi always desired to anticipate 
the attempts of the enemy, determined him to march 
with a strong force for the occupation of Sjrria, and 
thus at once to alarm the Turks by the progress which 
he expected to make in that province, and to av<nd 
being attacked in Egypt by two Turkish armies at 
the same time. His commencement was as successful 
as his enterprise was daring. A body of Mamelukes 
was dispersed by a night attack. The fort of El 
Arish, considered as one of the keys of Egypt, fell 
easily into his hands. Finally, at the head of about 
ten thousand men, he traversed the desert, so famous 
in biblical history, which separates Africa from Asia, 
and entered Palestine without much loss, but not 
without experiencing the privations to which the 
wanderers in those sandy wastes have been uni- 
formly subjected. While his soldiers looked with 
fear on the howling wilderness which they saw 
around, there was something in the extent and lone- 
liness of the scene that corresponded with the swell* 
ing soul of Napoleon, and accommodated itself tohis 
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ideas of immense and boundless space. He was plea- 
Bed with the flattery, which dmved his Christian 
name from two Greek words, signifjdng the Lion <xf 
the Desert. 

Upon his entering the Holy Land, Buonaparte 
again drove before him a body of Mamelukes, be- 
longing to those who, after the battles of the Pjrra- 
mids and of Salahieh, had retreated into Syria ; and 
his army occupied without resistance Gaza, andently 
a city of the Philistines, in which they found suj^hes 
of pcovisums. Jafik, a celebrated city during the time 
of the Crusades, was the next object of attack. It 
was bravely assaulted, and fiercely defended. But 
the French valour and discipline prevailed — the place 
was carried by storm-^three thousand Turks wei^ 
put to the sword, and the town was abandoned -to the 
license of the soldiery, which, by Biumaparte's own 
admission, never assumed a sh^^ more frightful.* 
Such, it may be said, is the stem rule of war; and 
if so, most of our readers will acquiesce in the natural 
exclamation of the Mareschal de Montluc, << Certes, 
we soldiers stand in more need of the Divine mercy 
than other men, seeing that our profession compels 
us to command and to witness deeds of such cruelty.^ 
It was not,,however, to the ordinary horrors attend- 



* See his dispatch to the Directory, on the Syrian campaign. 
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iog the storm of a town, that Uie charge against Buo- 
naparte is on tbisoocasion hmited. He is i^used of 
having been guilty of an action of great injustice, aa 
well as of especial barbarity. Concerning this we 
shall aMkavoUr to state, strijqped o( colouring and 
exaggeration, first the charge, and tfa^i the refrfy, 
by Napoleon himself* 

After the breach had been stormed, a large pmt . 
of the garrison, estimated by Buon^arte himself at 
twelve hundred men, which Miot raises to betwixt 
two and three thousand, and others exaggerate still 
more, remained on the defensive, and held out in die 
mosques, and a sort of citadel to whidi they had 
retreated, till, at length, despairing of succour, they 
Aurrendered their arms, and were in appearance ad- 
s&itted to quarter. Of this body, the Egyptians weie 
canefuUy sqxarated from the Turks, Maugrabins, and 
Arnaouts ; and while the first were restored to liberty, 
and sent back to their country, these last were jdaoed 
under a strong guard. Provisions were distributed to 
them, and they were permitted to goby detachments 
in quest of water. According to all i^pearance they 
weire considered and treated as prisoners of war. This 
was on the 7tfa of March. On the 9th, two daj^ 
afterwards, this body of prisoners were marched out 
o£ Jaffa, in the centre of a large square battalion, 
commanded by General Bon. Miot assures us that, 
he himself mounted his horse, accompanied the mer 
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Janchcdy column, and witnessed t^ e^eat. The 
Turks foresaw their fate, but used neither entreaties 
.nor complaints to avert it They marched on, silent 
and composed. Some of them, of higher rank, seemed 
to exhort the odiers to submit, like servants of the 
Prophet, to the decree which, according to their be- 
lief, was written on their forehead. They were escort- 
.ed to the sand-bills to the south-east of Jaffa* divided 
|hiere into small bodies,, and put to deatK by musket- 
ry « The execution lasted a considerable time, and the 
wounded, its in ibejusillades pf the Revolution, were 
dispatched with the bayonet Their bodies were 
Jieaped together, and formed a pyramid which is still 
visible, consistii^ now c^ hum^n bones as on^ally 
of bloody o(»pses. 

The cruelty of this execution occasioned the fact 
itself to be doubtted, though coipMng with starong evi- 
.d^iH^e, and never denied by the French themselves. 
]^^K4e(»), however, fraddy admitted the trudi of 
the staitement both to Lord ^brington and to Dr 
O'Meara. Well might the author of this cricelty 
write to the Directory, thal^ the storm of Jaffa was 
marked by borrors wbich be had tiever elsewhere 
witnessed. Buonaparte^s def€;9ice was, that die mas- 
$IM»e WHS justified by the kwi of war — %\M th^head 
of bis messeQger had been <;Ut off by the govarnor 
of Jaffii, when sent to summon bim to surl^eiider — 
that these Turks were a part of the garrison, of £1 
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Ariahf wbo bad cngi^iedi not tor-ienre agmsBt the 
Fmich, and were ft>und unmeAalely afterwanfe d^ 
fcadii^ Jaffi^ inbtaeb of the terms of tbtfar iia]i». 
tuhlMMi* -Tfaey had iocitmd the doom of cbalh^ 
therefore, by the niitft of war-^WdtBaglon^ he i 
would hatiftfint lisijilaoe aetedin^^he^aan 
mr« ' ■* ;,.-..*. V •■' i ,^ . •- -' ..t 

To this pka the fcdloinBg obvious antw^n. pH^T^ 
If the Turkidi governor had behaved Kke a bai4Nii> 
riaa, for which his country, and the reti^on wbidi 
Napdecm meditated to emln«ee, might be some eat* 
cuse, the French general had avenged himself by iim 
storm and plunder of the town, with which his revenge 
ought in all reason to have been satisfied. If some 
of these unhappy Turks had broken their faidi to 
Bucmaparte, and were found again in the ranks wUch 
they had syram to abandon, it could not, according to 
the most severe ccmstruction df the rules of war, 
authorize the dreadful retaliation of indismminate 
massacre upon a multitude of prisoners, withoutin* 
quiring whether they h&dt been all equaD^gwllir. 
Lastly, and admitting tiiem all to stand in the aaaife 
decree <^ criminality, aldiough thmr breadi of £ttth 
might have entitled Bu<maparte to refuse these bmh 
quarter while they had arms in their hands, that ri|^ 
was ended when the French general receivttd thdr 
subnpssion, and wl^en they had given up the i 
of defence, on condition of safety for life at least* 
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I'hk Idsody dMd imiit idwiqw reriMn a deep 8t^ 
^mtfaecfaavftcterof Ni^xdem. YetwedonotTieirk 
atdMindulg^M^of aninmtekyreof (Todty; frarno- 
thtag io Buoii«p«rte*(^ hu^ory allows ^ existence of 
that yiee, and there are many thiogs which mtimate 
Utd&iporitioiitohawbeeiifii^iNfallyluawaie. But 
he was aidiiitioiis, aimed at immense and gigantic 
imdertakiBjgs, and easily learned to overlodc the waste 
of human Ufe, which the exeeuticm of his jmjects ne- 
cessarily invcdved. He seems to have argued, not on 
the character of the action, but solely on the effect 
which it was to produce upon his own combfnaticms. 
His army was small ; it was his business to strike 
terror into his numerous aiemies, and the measure 
to be adopted seemed capable of making a deep 
impression on all yvho should hear of it. Besides, 
these men, if dismissed, would immediately re)<nn 
his enemks. He had experienced their courage, 
and to disann them would have been almost an un-. 
availing precaution, where their national weapon, the 
aalnre, was so eanly attaint To detain tiiem prison. 
ers would have required a stronger force than Napo- 
le^i could afford, would have added difficulty and 
driay to the movement of his troops, and tended to 
exhaust his supplies. That sort of necessity, there^ 
foKy which men fancy to themselves when they are 
unwilling to forego a favourite object for the sake of 

yOL. IV, , , G ' 
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obeying a moral 'precept^— ttiat necessity wbtch might 
be more properly termed a temptation diffienlt to be 
• resisted— that necessity which has been called the 
tyranf s plea^ was the 6ause of the mastocre at Jafia, 
and must remain its able apology. 

It might almost seem that Heardn set its vindic- 
tive brand upon this deed of butchery, for about the 
time it was committed the plague broke out in tbfe 
^rmy. Buonaparte, with a moral courage dea^ving 
as much praise as his late cruelty deserved Teprdba^ 
tion, went into the hospitals in person, and while 
exposing himself, without hesitation, to the infection, 
diminished the terror of the disease in the opinion 
of the soldiers generally, and dven of the patients 
themselves, who were thus enabled to keep up their 
spirits, and gained by doing so the fairest chance cil 
Recovery. 

Meanwhile, determined to prosecute the conquest of 
Syria, Buonaparte resolved to advance to Saint JeaA 
tfAcre, so celebrated in the wars of Palestine. The 
Turkish Pacha, or governor of Syria, who, like 
others in his situation, accounted himself almost an 
independent soverrign, was Achmet, who, by his 
tmrelenting cruelties and executions, had procured 
the terrible distinction of Djezzar, or the Butcher. 
Buonaparte addressed this formidable chief in two 
letters, offering his alliance, and threatening him ^Hth 
his vengeance if it should be rejected. To neither did 
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the Pacba return any answer — ^in th^ second io- 
Btance be put to death the messenger. The Fteni^h 
general advanced agaimlftt Acre, towing revei^;e 
There, were, however, obstacles to the success of hii; 
enterprise, on which he had not calculated. 

The Pacha had communicated the approach of 
Napoleon to Sir Sidney Smith, to whom had been 
committed the charge of assisting the Turks in their 
proposed elLpeditioti to Egypt^ and who^ for that pur- 
pose, was cruising in the Levant. He hastened to 
flail for Acre with the Tigre and Thedeus, ships 
of the line ; and arriving there two days ere thie 
French made their appearance, contributed greatly 
to place the town, the fortifications of which were 
on the old Gothic plan^ in a respectable state of 
defiance. 

^ Sidney Smith, who so highly distinguished 
himself on this occasiOD, had been long celebrated 
tat the most intrepid courage, and spirit of enter- 
prise. His character was, besides, marked by those 
traits 6f enthusiasm at which cold and vulgiir minds 
are apt to sneer^ because incapable of understanding 
them; yet withcMit wluch great and honourable 
actions have rarely been achieved. He had also a 
talent, uncommon among the Engli^, that of acting 
ea»]y with foreign, and especially with barbarbiKi 
troops, and understanding how to make their efibru 
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a^«Siiig for the service of the cominon oaune, though 
€X«rled in a manner diffn-ent from those of dviHsed 
nations. This brave officer havii^ been frequently 
intrusted with the diarge of farming the Fiendi 
coast, had been taken on one oceanon, and, contrary 
to the law <^ nations, ^nd out of a mean spirit of re- 
venge, was imprisoned in the Temple, from which he 
was delivered by a daring stratagem, effected by the 
French royalist party. He had not been noany 
hours at Acre, when Providence afforded him a dis- 
tinguished mark of favour. The Theseus, whidi 
had been detached to intercept any French vessels 
that might be attending on Buonaparte^s march, 
detected a small flotilla stealing under Mount Car- 
mel, and had the good fortune to make fmze 6[ 
seven out of nine of them. They were a convoy from 
Damietta, bound for Acre, having on board heavy 
cannon, platforms, ammunition, and other neces- 
^ary articles. These cannon and military stores, 
destined to form the siege of Acre, became eminent- 
ly useful in its defence, and the consequCnce of 
thdr capture was eventually decisive of the struggle. 
General Fhilippeaux, a French royalist, and officer 
of engineers, immediately applied himself to place 
the cannon thus acquired, to the amount of betwixt 
thirty and forty, upon the waHs which tbey. had 
been intended to destroy. This officer, who had 
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been Bu6iiiq>arte^s schdoL-fellow, an^ tbe principal 
agent in delivering Sir Sidney Smith firom prifloii» 
poaeessed raretalents in his profession. Thus strange* 
ly met under the walls of Acre, an English offioer, 
late a prisoner in the Temple of Paris, and a French 
colonei of engineers, with the late general of the Army 
of Italy, the ancient companion of Fhili{4>efui¥,* 
and about to become almost the personal enemy of 
Smith. 

On the 17th March, the French came in sight of 
Acre, which is built on a peninsula advancing into 
the sea, and so conveniently situated that vessels 
can lie near the shore, and annoy with thdr fire 
whatever advances to assault the fortifications. Not- 
withstanding the presence of two British ships of war, 
and the disappointment concerning his battering can- 
non, which were now pointed against him from die 
ram{»rts, Buonaparte, with a characteristic perse- 
verance which on such an occadon was pushed into 
obstinacy, refused to abandon his purpose, and pro- 
ceeded to open trenches, although the guns which he 
had to place in them ware only twelve poundars. 



* Philippeaux died during the siege, of a fever brought on by fa- 
tigue. Buonaparte spoke of him with more respect than he usuaDy 
showed to those who had been successful in opposing him. One 
reason might be, that the merit given to Philippeaux was in some 
degree subtracted from Sir Sidney Smith. The former was a French, 
jnan, and dead— the latter aUve, and an Englishman. 
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The poiDt of attack was a large tower which pre- 
dominated over the rest of the fortifications. A 
mine at the same time was run under the extreme 
defences. 

By the S8th March a breach was effected, the mine 
was sprung, and the French proceeded to the assault 
upon that day. They advanced at the charging step, 
under a murderous fire from the walls, but had the 
mortification to find a deep ditch betwixt them and 
the tower. They crossed it, nevertheless, by help of 
the scaling-ladders which they carried with them, and 
foiled their way as far as the tower, from which it 
is said that the defenders, impressed by the fate of 
Jaffa, were beginning to fly. They were checked by 
the example of Djezzar himself, who fired his own 
pistols at the French, and upbraided the Moslems 
who were retreating from the walls. The defences were 
again manned ; the French, unable to support the re- 
newed fire, were checked and forced back ; and the 
Turks falling upon them in their retreat with sabre 
in hand, killed a number of their best men, and 
Hailly, who commanded the party. Sorties were 
made from the place to destroy the French works ; 
and although the cries with which the Turks carry 
on their military manoeuvres gave the alarm to the 
enemy, yet, assisted by a detachment of British sea^ 
iften, they did the French considerable damage, re« 
connoitred the mine which they were forming anew, 
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and obtained tbe knowle^€^ of its dir? ctioQ necesaary 
to prepare a counter-mine. 

Whilp the strife was thus fiercely maintained on 
both sides, with mutual loss and increased animosity, 
the besiegers w^re threatened with other dangers. 
An anay of Moslem trgqps of various nations, but 
all actuated by the same religious zeal, 'had formed 
themselves in the mountains of Samaria, and uniting 
with them the warlike inhabiti^ts of that country, 
now called Naplous, formed the plan of attacking the 
French army lying before Acre osx one side, while 
Dje^zar ^nd his allies should assail them upon the 
Qther. Kleber, with his division, was dispatched by 
!Quonaparte to disperse this assemblage. But though 
he obtained considerable advantages over detached 
parties of the Syrian army, their strength was so 
disproportioned, that at last, while he held a position 
near Mount Tabor, ^th two or three thousand mmt 
he was surrounded by about ten times his own niim- 
ber« But his general-in^chief was hastening to his 
as^tance. Buonaparte left two divisions to keep the 
tren^es be£Dre Acre, mid penetrated into the country 
in three columns. Murat, at the head of a fourth? oc- 
cupied tke pass called Jacob's Bridge. The at^ck, 
made on viuious points, was everywhere successfulf 
The camp of the Syrian army was taken ; their de- 
feat, almost their dispersion, was accomplished, wl^le 
their scattered remains fled to Damascus. Buona- 
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pirte returned, crowned with laureli, to the aqge of 
Acre. 

Here, too, the arrival of thirty heawj pieces of 
cannon from Jaffa seemed to proraiae that aocoeas^ 
which the French had as yet been unable to attain* 
It was about this time that, walking cm the Mount 
which still retains the name of Richard Coeur de 
Lion, Buonaparte expressed himself to Murat in 
these terms, as he pointed to Saint Jean D^Acre :— 
<< The fate of the East depends upon yonder petty 
town. Its conquest will insure the main object of 
my expedition,, and Damascus will be the first fruit 
of it"* Thus it would seem, that, while engaged in 
the enterprise, Buonaparte held the same lai^uage^ 
which he did many years after its failure wh^ at 
St Helena. 

Repeated and desperate assaults proved, that the 
consequence which he attached to taking Acre was 
as great as his words expressed. The assailants suf* 
fered severely on these occasions, for they were ex- 
posed to the fire of two ravelins, or external fortifica^ 
tions, which had been constructed under Fhilippeaux'^s 
directions, and at the same time enfiladed by the fire 
of the British shipping. At length, anplojring to 
the uttermost the heavy artillery now in his posse»- 

♦ • Related by Miot, as communicated to him by Muiat. 
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»H», Buonaparte, in spite of a bloody and eb«inate 
opposition, forced his way to the disputed tower, and 
made a lodgment on the second story. It aflbrd. 
ed, however, no access to the town ; and the troops 
««»«J«!d there as in tLcuUe^uK, the lodgment being 
covered from the English and Turkish fire by a work 
constructed partly of packs of cotton, partly of the 
dead bodies of the slain, bailt up along with them. 

At this critical moment, a fleet, bearing leinfbice. 
ments long hoped for and much needed, appeand 
m view of the garrison. They contained Turkish 
tnwps under the command of Hassan Bey. Yet 
oMr as they were, the danger was imminent that Acre 
toight be taken ere they could land. To prevent such 
a misfortune. Sir Sidney Smith in person proceeded 
tQ the diqMited tower, at the head aS a body of British^ 
seamen, anned with pikes. They united themselves 
to a corps of brave Turks, who defended the breach 
rather with heavy st(mes than with other weapons. 
The he^ of ruins which divided the contending par- 
ties served as a breast-work to both. The muzzles 
of the muskets touched each other, and the spear- 
heads rf the standards were lotted t<^eth». At ttds 
moment ooa of the Turkish n^moits of Hassm's* 
army, which had by this time landed, made a sort^ 
upon the French ; and though they woe driven bat^, 
yet the divernon occasioned the besi^ers to be finceA 
from thdr lodgment. 
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Abandoning the iU-omened tower^ which had cost 
the beo^jers so many men, Buonaparte now tamed 
his eflbrts towards a considerable breach that had been 
effected in the curtain, aqd which promised a more 
easy entrance. It proved, indeed, but too easy ; for 
Djiezaar Pacha opposed to the assault oi| this o^xMwion 
a new mode of tactics. Confiding in his superior num- 
bers, he suffered the French, who were commanded 
by the intrepid Greneral Lannes, to surmount the 
breach without opposition, by which they penetnued 
into the body of the place. They bad np sooner eq^- 
tered, than a numerous body of Turks mingled among 
them with loud shouts ; and ere they had time or 
room to av^l themselves of their discipline, brought, 
them into that state of xlose fighting, where strength 
and agility are superior to every other acquin^mi^n^ 
The Turks, wielding the sabre in one hand» and the 
poniard in the other, cut to pieces almoin lal). the French 
who had entered. General Bambaud lay a headless 
corpse in the breach — Liimnes was with difficulty 
brought off, severely wounded. The Turks gave no 
quarter ; and instantly cutting the heads off of those 
whom they slew, carried them to the Pacha, who sat 
^ piiiUic dbtributiiig mcmey to those who. brought 
him these bloody trophies, - which now lay piled in 
hei^ around him. This was the sixth assault upon 
Ibese totterii^ and blood-stained ramparts. ^- Vic^ 
tory,'' said Napoleon, " is to the niogt persevwng ^'^ 
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and, contrary to the advice c^ Kleber, he Iregolved 
upon another and yet more deq^rate attack. 

On the Slst May the final effi>rt was made. The 
attack of the morning fisdled, and Cdond Veneux re- 
newed it at midday. *< Be assured,^ sidd he to Buo- 
naparte, ^ Acre shall be yours to-night, or Veneux will 
die on the breach." He kq>t his word at the cost of 
his life. Bon was also dain, whosedivision had been 
the executioners of the garrisQn of Jaffii. The French 
now retreated, dispirited, and despairing of success. 
The contest had been carried on at half a musket shot 
distance ; and the bodies of the dead lying around, 
putrified under the burning sun, and spread dis* 
ease among the survivors. An attonpt was made 
to estabUidi a suspension of arms foe removing this 
]|§rrible annoyance. Mk)t says that the Pacha re* 
turned no answer to the proposal of the French. 
' According to Sir Sidney Smith's official repotts, the 
armistice for this humane purpose was actually 
agreed on, but broken off by the French firing upcm 
those who were engaged in the melandx>ly office^ 
and then rushing on to make their last unsuccessful 
cjiarge and assault upon the breach. Thb would 
have been a crime so useless, and would have tended * 
so much to the inconvenience of the Fcendi tben- 
sdves, that we cannot hdp suspecting some misim- ' 
dorstanding had occurred, ahd that the incemiptioii 
was under a wrong ccmception of the purpose of the 
working party. 
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Thk is the more probabie, as Sir Sidney Smithy 
who reports the dreamstance, was not at diis time 
disposed to put the best oonstruetioii on ai^ action 
of Buonapiurte*s, who, cm the other hand, regarded 
the British seaman with peculiar dislike, and even 
malignity. The cause of personal quarrel betwixt 
them was n^her singular. 

Buonaparte bad adchressed the subjects of AchmeC 
DjezEar^s pachaUk, in terms inviting them to re- 
volt, and join the Fr^ich ; yet was much offended 
when, imitating his own policy, the Pacha and Sk 
Sidney Smith caused letters to be sent into his camp 
before Acre, ur^ng his soldiers to mutiny and de- 
serti(m. Sk ^ney also puUished a proclamation to 
the Druses, and other infaaUtants of the country^ 
calling on them to trust the faith of a Christiiii 
kn%ht, rather than that of an unprincipled renegado» 
Nettled at these insults, Buonaparte declared that the * 
English commodore was mad ; and, according to his 
account. Sir Sidney replied by sending him a chal- 
lenge. The French general scornfully refused this in- 
vitation, unless the challenger would bring Marlbo* 
rough to meet him, but offered to send one of l»s 
' grenadiers to indulge the Englishman's desure of 
single combat. The good taste of the challenge may 
be doubted, if indeed such was ever sent ; but the 
scorn of the reply oughf to have been mitigated, con- 
sidering it was addressed to one, in consequence df 
whose dauntless and determined opposition Buona* 
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parte's favoarite 6l]gect had foiled, and who was pre- 
sently to compel him for the Arst time to an in^o- 
rious retreat. 

AiKitther dJumny, circulated by Buonaparte i^ainftt 
the Englidi commodore, was, that Sir Sidney Smith 
had endeavoured to expose hk French prisoners to 
the infectk>n of the plague, by placing them in ves- 
sels where diat. dreadful contagion prevailed. This 
cfaai^ had no odier foundation, than in Buoniqparte^s 
wish, by spreading such a scandal, to break off all 
oommunkation between the commodore and the dis- 
contented of his own army. After the heat exdted by 
their angry collision had long subsided, it is amusing 
to find Napoleon, when in the island of Saint He- 
lena, declaring, that his opinion of Sir Sidney Smith 
1||s altered fen* the better, sdnce he had become ac- 
quainted with the rest of his countrymen, and that 
^he now considered him as a worthy sort of man— for 
an En^shman. 

The dege of Acre had now continued sixty days 
since the opening of th^ trenches. The beriegers had 
inarched no less than eight times to the assault,- while 
eleven desperate sallies were evidence of the obstinacy 
of the d^ence. Several of the best French generals 
were killed ; among the rest Caffarelli, ^ for whom 



* Caffiurelli was shot in the elbow, and died of die amputation 
of the limb. He had befim lost a leg, which induced the Fzendi 
soldiers, who disliked him as one of the principal contrivers of the 
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iSuotiaperte had particular esteem ; and tlie army was 
greatly reduced by the sword and the plague, which 
raged at once among their devoted bands. Retreat 
became inevitable. Yet Buonaparte endeavoured to 
give it such a cdouring as might make the measure 
seem vcduntary. Sometimes he announced that his 
purpoBe of going to Acre was sufficiency accomplish- 
td when he had battered down the palace of the Pa- 
cha : at other times he affirmed he had left the whole 
town a heap of ruins ; and finally, he informed the 
Directory that he could easily have taken the place, 
but the plague being raging within its walls, and it 
being impossible to prevent the troops from seizing 
on infected clothes for part of their booty, he had ra- 
ther declined the capture of Acre, than run the risk 
of introducing this horpd malady among his soldi^. 
What his real feelings must have been, while cover- 
ing his chagrin with such flimsy pretexts, may be 
conjectured from the following frank avowal to his 
attendants in Saint Helena. Speaking of the de- 
pendence of the most important affairs on the most 
trivial, he remarks, that the mistake oi the captain 

Egyptian expedition, to say, when they saw him hobble past, " He, 
«t kait, need care litde about the matter — he is sure to have one fioot 
in Fianpe.*' He had some days delirium before he died ; but Gount 
Las Casas reports, that whenever Buonaparte was announced, his 
presence — ^nay, his name alone — seemed to cure the wanderings of 
the patient's spirit, and that this phenomenon was renewed so oftea 
a* the General made him a visit. 
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of a frigate, who bore away, instead of forcing his pas-' 
sage to the place of his destination, had prevented 
the face of the world from being totally changed. 
" Acre,'' he said, ** would otherwise have been ta- 
ken — the French army would have flown to Damas- 
cus and Aleppo — in a twinkling of an eye they would 
have been on the Euphrates — the Syrian Christians 
would have joined us — the Druses, the Armenians 
would have united with us.'' — Some one replied, 
** We might have been reinforced to the number of 
a hundred thousand men.'" — " Say six hundred thou- 
sand," said the Emperor; *' who can calculate the 
amount ? I would have reached Constantinople and 
the Indies— I would have changed the face of the 
world."* 



* Las Cftsas' Journal de la Vie Priv€e, Slc, de Napoleon, torn. I. 
partie seoonde, p. 384. The extravagance of Napoleon's plan una- 
voidably reminds us of the vanity of huinan wishes. The cause to 
which he ascribes it is the mistake of a captain of a frigate, who, in- 
stead of forcing his way to Acre, against the opposition of two ships 
of the line, was unfortunately taken by th^n. This is a mode of 
reasoning which Napoleon was very ready to adopt. The miscar- 
riage of his plans was seldom imputed by him to the successful wis- 
dom or v^ur of an enemy, but to some accidental circumstance, or 
blunder, which deranged the scheme which must otherwise have been 
infallible. Some of his best generals were of a different opinion, and 
considered the rashness of the attack upon Acre, as inv<^ng the cer- 
tainty of failure. Kleber is reported to have said, that the Turks 
defended themselves with the skill of Christians, and that the French 
attacked like Turks. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Diseuition concerning the alleged Poisoning of the Sick in the Hot* 
jpitalt at JaJU»^^Najpoleon acquitted of the Charge^^^Frentk 
Army re-enter Cairo on the l^th June, — Retrospect of what had 
taken place in Upper and Lower Egypt during his Absence.'^ 
incursion ofMurad Bey. — 18,000 Turks occupy AhouMr^.^U 
tacked and d^ated hy BuonapartC'^This Victory terminates 
Napoleon* s Career in Egypt.^^Views of his Situation ihere after 
that Battles-Admiral Gantheautne receives Orders to make ready 
fir Sea — On the 23d August Napoleon embarks fbr France^ 
leaving Kleher and Menou first and second in Command of the 
Army^^rrives in Ajaccio,, in Corsica^ on the 30t^ September^ 
and lands at Frejus, in France, on the 9th October, 



The retreat from before Acre was conducted with 
equal skill and secrecy, though Buonaparte was com- 
]pelled to leave behind his heavy cannon, whieh he 
either buried or threw into the sea. But by a ru- 
mour which long prevailed in the French army, he 
was alleged to have taken a far more extraordinary 
measure of preparation for retreat, by destroying with 
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^ium the sick in the hospitals, who could not march 
along with the army. 

• This transaction is said to have taken place under 
the following circumstances. The ri€ge of Acre be* 
ing raised on the 21st of May 1799, the French wru 
my retreated to Jaffa, where their military hospitals 
had been established during the siege. Upon the , 
S7th, Buonaparte was under the nec^ty of conti-» 
nuiog his retreat, and in the meantime such of *the 
patients as were convalescent were sent forward op 
tbe f oad to Egypt, under the necessary precautioiit 
fbr thmr safety. There remained an indefinite nuih- 
beir, reaching at the greatest computation to be- 
twixt twenty and thirty, but stated by Buonaparte 
himself to be only seven,, whose condition was deepe- 
ns. Thmt disease was the plague, and to carry, them 
onward, seemed to threaten the army with infiecticm ; 
while to leave them behind, was abandoning them. to 
the cruelty of the Turks, by whom all stragglers and 
prisoners were cruelly murdered, often with protract- 
ed torture. It was on this occasion that Buonaparte 
submitted to Desgenettes, chief of the medical staff, 
the propriety of ending the victims' misery by a dose 
<ji opium. The physician answered^ with the heroism 
belonging to his profession, that his art taught him 
how tacure men, not how. to kill them. ;. 

, The proposal was agreeable to Buonaparte's prin- 
ciples^ (whoy advocating the legality of suicide, na« 

VOL. IV. H 
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turally might believe, thjit if a man hat a rij^t to 
reiieve himself ef intolerable evils by depriving bim* 
sdf of life, a general or a monarch may deal forth 
that measure to his soldiers or subjects, which he 
would think it advisable to act upon in hispwn case^ 
It was consistent, also, vrith his character, rather to 
look at results than at the measures which were to 
produce them, ^and to connder in many cases the 
end as an excuse for the means. <^ I would have 
dcured such a relief for myself in the same drcunu 
stances,^ he said to Mr Ward^i. To O'Mean he 
affirmed, ^^ that he would have taken such a stqp even 
vrith respect to bis own son." The fallacy of this 
reasoning is demonstrable; but Buonaparte was saved 
ftcm acting on it by the reustance oi Desgemettes* 
A rear-goard was kft to pnoteet these unhappy mem; 
and the English found some of them alive, who^ if 
Desgenettes had been more compliant, would have 
been poisoned by their physician. If Buonapairte was 
guilty of entertaining such a purpose, whether en- 
teilained from indifference to human life, or from 
wild and misdirected ideas of hunuuiity , he met an 
a^ropriate punishment in the general belief which 
long subsisted, that the deed had been actually car- 
ried into executioa, not in the persons of a few exp- 
ripg wretches only, but upon several hundred men. 
If iojt says the report was current in the French army, 
—Sir Robert Wilson found it credited aimng their 
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offioerSy when they became the English priionerB,-^ 
and Count Las Casas admits it was generidly bdfeved 
by the solcKers. But though jpdpuhurcredtilky eagerly 
l^eo^es whatev^ stories are marked by the horrible 
tad wonderful, history, on the contrary, demands 
direct eirldenee, and the existence of powerful mo- 
tives, for Whatever is beyond the ordinary bounds of 
eracMbiMly. The poisoning of five or six hundred men 
is neither easily managed nor ea^ly concealed ; and 
why i^houkl the French leader have had recourse to it, 
since, like many a retreating general before hini, he 
had only to leave the patients for whom he had not 
the means of transportation ? To poison the dck and 
helpless, must have destn^ed his interest widi the 
remainder of his soldiers ; whereas, to have left thetn 
to thar fate, was a matter too customary, and too 
much c(msi<kred as a pmnt of necessity, to create! 
any disc(»itent^ among those, whose interest, as wel! 



* Bliot ^Tes a iheUndioly, but too true a picture, of the indifier- 
eoee irltli wfaidh loldien, whoi oa a xetoeat, ngud the wiffNiilgs of 
those whose strength does not enable them to keep up with the 
inarch. He describes a man, affected by the fear of being left to the 
drudties of the Turks, snatching up his knapsack, and staggering 
after the column to which he belonged, while his gUzed eye, uncer- 
tain motion, and stumbling pace, exdted the hai of some, and the 
ridicule of others. ^* His account is made up,'^ said one ot his com- 
rades, as he reeled about amongst them like a drunkard; <' He wiU 
not make a long march of it,*' said another. And when, after more 
than one fall, he at length became unable to rise, the observation, 
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aa that c^ tbdr general, conaistad in moymg on as 
ISast as {k)8flible* Again, bad such a horrible expe*. 
dient been had recourse to, it could not have escaped 
the knowledge of Sir Sidney Soiith,^ who would not 
hitye failed to give the horrid fact publii^y, were it 
only to retaliate upon Buonaparte for the scUmdaknis 
accusations which he had circulated against the £ng^ 
lish. But though he mentions various pomfdaints 
which the prisoners made against their genera^ and 
though he states himself to have found seven uiet^ dive 
m the hospitals at Jaffa, (being apparently the very 
persons whom it had been proposed to dispatqh by 
opium,) he says not a word of what he would doubt- 
less have told not unwillingly, had there been ground 
for believing iu Neither, among the numerous, peiw 
sons to whom the truth must be known, has any one 
eome forward since Buonaparte's fall, who could give 
the least evidence to authenticate the rep(»rt other- 
wise than as a rumour, that had sprung out of the 
unjustifiable proposal which had indeed been made 
by Buonaparte to Desgenettes, but never acted upon. 
The same patient and impartial investigation, there* 



that '^ he had taken up hi» qjixiiten^*^ was all the moan which it 
was thought necessary to make. It is in these cases, as Miot justly 
observes, that indifference and selfishness become universal ; aad he 
that would be comfortable must manage to rely on hit own exertions, 
and, above all, to remain in good health. 
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fore, which compels us to record that the massacre of 
the Turkish prisoners in.cold blood is fully jn'oved^ 
induces us to declare, that the poisoning of the sick 
at Jaffa has been affirmed without sufficient evidence. 
.. BufH^parte continued his retreat. frcMn Syria, aiir 
noyed by the. natives, who harassed his march, and 
retaliating the injuries which he received, by plun- 
dering and burning the Tillages which lay in Che 
course of his march. He left JafPa on the S8th May» 
and upon the 14th June re-entered Cairo, with a re^ 
fmtation not so much increased by the victory at 
Mount Tabor, as diminished and sullied for the tipse 
by the retreat from Acre. 

, Lower Egypt, during the absence of Buonapirte, 
had remained undisturbed, unless by partial insur- 
rections. In one of these an impostor personated that 
myst^oiis individual, the Imaum Mohadi, of whom 
the Orientals believe that he is not dead, but is 
desUned to return and combat Antichrist, before the 
consummation of all things takes place. This pre^ 
tender to supernatural power, as well as others who 
fdaced themselves at the head of insurrections with- 
out such high pretensions, was completely defeated ; 
and the French showed the greatest severity in pu-r 
msbing their followers, and the country which had 
furnished them with partizans. . j 

In Upper Egjrpt there had been more obstinate 
cpntenticm. Murad Bey, already mentioned as the 
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abktt dnef of the Mam^keB, had iwantirined liiai^ 
self in that country with a degree of bcddncss Md 
ngadt J, which gave the French mudi trouble^ His 
fine force of cavaby enabled him to advance or re* 
treat at pkaaare, mid Ub perfect acquaintmee irith 
the country added much to his advantage. 

Dessaixy sent against Murad after the battle of 
the Pyramids, had again drfeated tbe Mamelnke 
duef at Sedinan, where wta once more made evi. 
dent the superiority of European dbdpiiae over the 
valour of the irregular cavahry of the East Still the 
dei^ructionof the enterprising B^ was &rfh>mooau 
]plete. Reinforced by a body cf cavalry, Dessaix, in , 
tbe monthof December 1798, again attacked ham, «k1, 
after a number of encounters, terminatii^ generally 
to the advantage of the French, the remaining Mame- 
lukes^ with their allies the Arabs,^ were at length eoow • 
pelled to take shelter in the Desert. Egj^t oismod en- 
threly at thp command <^ the Frendi ; and Coiseuv * 
sea-port on the Bed Sea, had been taken possession 
of by a flotilla, fitted out to command that gvHL 

Three or four weeks after Buonaparte^s return from 
Syria, this flattering state of tranqmUity seemed on 
the point of being disturbed. Murad Bey, re-aiter- 
ing Upper Egypt with his Mamelukea and allies, 
descended the Nile in two bodies^ one occupying 
each bank of the river. Ibrahim Bey, fo^npwrly his 
partner in the government of Egypt, made a corre- ^ 
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qponding motement towarda the fronuers of Syria, 
as if to colomuDicate with the right-band divinon o!f 
Murad's army. La Grange was dispatched against 
the Mamelukes who (kscupied the right bank, while 
Murat march^ against those who^ under the Bey 
himself^ were descending the Nile. The French wer^ 
entertained at the idea of the two Murats^ as they 
termed theib, from the dmilarity of their namefl, 
meeting and encounteriag each other ; but the Ma- 
meluke Murad retreated before Ls Beau Sabreur 
•-••^he handsome swordsman— -of the French army. 

Meantime^ the cause of this incursion was explain- 
ed by the appearance of a Turkish fl^t off Alexan- 
dria^ who d]iemb«rked eighteen thousand men at 
Aboukir. This Turkish Urmy possessed themselves 
of the fort, and proceeded to fortify themselv^ ex- 
pecting the arrival of the Mamelukes, according to 
the plan which had previously been adjusted for ex- 
ptlliog the French from £gypt This news reached 
Buonaparte near the Pyramids, to which he had ad- 
vanced, in order to ensure the destructioa of Murad 
Bey. The arrival of the Turks instantly recalled him 
to Alexandria, whence he mardied to Aboukir to re- 
pel the invaders. He joined his army, which had 
assanfaled from all points witliin a short distance of 
the Turkish camp, and was employed late in the 
night making preparations fCMr the battle on the next 
morning. Murat was akme with Buonaparte, when 
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the last suddenly made the cnracular declaration, ^< Gro 
how it will, this battle will decide the fate of the 
wwrld." 

^< The fate of this army, at least,*^ replied Murat; 
who did pot C(Hnprehend Buonaparte^s secret mean- 
ing. << But the Turks are without horse, and if ever 
infanU*y were charged to the te^ by cavalry, they 
shall be so charged to-morrow by mina^ 

Napoleon's meaning, however, rrferred not to 
Egypt alone, but to Europe ; to which be probably 
already medita,ted an unexpected return, which musi 
have been prevented had he not succeeded in ol^»in- 
ing the most complete triumph over the Turks. The 
leaving his Egyptian army, a dubious step at best^ 
would have been altogether indefensiUe bad there 
remmned an enemy in their front. 

Next morning, being the 25th July, Bucmaparte 
commenced aii attack qn the advanced posts of the 
enemy, and succeeded in driving th^n in uppi) the 
main body, which was commanded by Sekd Mustapha 
Pacha. In their first attack, the French were emi- 
nently successful, and pursued the fugitive Turks 
to their entrenchments, doing great execution. But 
when the batteries opened upon them from the trench- 
es, while they were at the same time exposed to the 
fire from the gun-boats in the bay, their impetuosity 
was checked, and the Turks salljring out upon them 
with their muskets slung at their backs, made such 
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havoc Among the French with their sabres, pcmiards, 
lyad [Hstols, us compelled thki^ to retreat in thek 
turn. The advantage was lost by the eagerness <^ 
the barbarians to possess themselves of the heads of 
their fallen enemies, for which they received a certam 
reward. They threw themselves confusedly out of 
the entrendiments to obtain these bloody testimonials, 
and were in considerable disorder, when the French 
auddenly rallied, charged them with great fury, drove 
them back into the works, and scaled the ramparts 
along with them. 

Murat.had made good his promise of the prece- 
ding evening, and had been ever in the front of the 
battle. When, die French had surmounted the en- 
trenchments, he formed a column which reversed the 
position of the Turks, and presang th&ai with iha 
bayonet, threw them, into utter and inextricable com 
fosipn. Fired upon and attacked on every pcHttti 
they became, instead of an army, a confused rabble, 
who, in the impetuosity of animal terror, threw 
themselves by hundreds and by thousands into the 
sea, which at once seemed covered with turbi^s. It 
was no longer a battle, but a massacre ; and it was only 
when wearied with slaughter tliat quarter was gtveo 
to about six thousand men-^the rest of the Turkish 
army, originally consisting of eighteen thousand, pe-f 
rished on the field or in the waves. Must^qpha PacJba^ 
was taken, and carried in triumph before Buonaparte 
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The haughty Turii had not lost hu pride with his 
fortunes. ^< I wiU take care to infonn the SultaB^" 
taid the victor, mtaniag to be oourteoui^ ^ of the 
oourage you dispUyed in this battle, though it has 
been your mishap to lose it^ 
• ^ Thou may'st save thyself the trouble,'' answered 
the prisoner, haughtily ; << my mast^ knows me bet- 
t^ than thou canst."* 

Buonaparte returned in triumph to Cairo cm the 
9th August ; having, however, as he continued to 
represent himself friendly to the Forte, previoudy 
set on foot a negotiation for liberatkm of the Turk- 
iflh prisoners. 

This splendid and most dcdsive victory of Abou* 
Ur concluded Napoleon's career, in the Bast. It 
was imperiously necessary, ere be could have ven^ 
tured to qmt the command <tf his armyy with the hope 
of preserving his credit with the public ; and it ena- 
bled him to plead that be left Bgyfft for the time in 
absolute security. 

His military views had indeed been uniformly sue* 
eessful; and Egypt was under the dominion of France 
as completely as the sword could st^bfect it. Foe iwo 
vears afterwards, like the strong man in the panble, 
they kept the house' wbi<^ they bad won, until in 
there came a stronger, by whom they were finally 
and forcibly expelled. 

But though the victory over the Turks afforded the 
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Ftmt;h forthe time uiii^tu1)ed poMeMum of E^rptt 
the sitiMuioii of Buonapiurte no longer penaUted 
him those bnlhant and immentfe prospects, in wfaidi 
bis imiigination loved to luxuriate* His troc^ weet 
coniiderably weakened, and the miscarriage at Acre 
dwelt on the recollection of the surninors. The 
imtfch upon Conatantinc^le was now an imposnfailit j» 
that to India an eni)M;y dream. ToestaUisbaFreiich 
eokmyln Egypt, of which Booniqiarte sottetimes 
talked, and to restore the Indian traffic to the shores 
of the Bed Sea, thus siqpping the sources of Britasb 
prosperity in India, was a woricfbr the timeof peace, 
when the necessary communication was not impeded 
by the naval superiikity of England. The French 
General had established, indeed, a ChamlMr of Com* 
merce ; but what commerce oould take plaee from a 
dosely blockaded harbour ? Indeed, even in a mcxre 
propitious seasoo, the establidiment of a padic eo* 
bny was no task tar the ardent and warlike Napo- 
leon, who^ akhough his active spirit was prompt in 
atrildng out ccmmierctal sdiemes, was not possess- 
ed of the patience or steadmeai necessary to carry , 
them to success. It fdiowr, that if he remained in 
£g}rpt, his residence there muiM; have resembled the 
ttlttation of a governor in a large city, threatened in» 
deed, but as yet in no danger of being bended, ^here 
the only fame which can be acquired is that due t6 
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prudent and pttdent vigilance. This would be a pcMl 
which no young or ambitious soldier would covet, pro^ 
vicUng he had the dioice of being engaged in more 
active service. On the other hand, from events which 
we shall endeavour to trace in the next chapter, there 
opened a scene of amUtion in France, which permit- 
tecl an almost bouncQess extent of hopes and wishes. 
Thusl>Iapoleon had the choice either of becoming a 
candidate for one of the greatest prizes which the 
world afforded — ^the supreme authority in thai fin^ 
oountry«*K>r of remaining the governor of a defensive 
anay in Egypt, waiting the arrival of some new in« 
vadwrs^-r-English, Russians, pr Turks, to dispute his 
ccmquest with him. Had he chosen this latter line of 
conduct, he might have soon found himself the vassal 
of Moreau, or some other military adventurer, (per- 
haps from his own Italian army,) who, venturing co 
the course from which he had himself withdrawn,; 
bad attained to the government of France, and m^t 
soon have been issuing orders from the Luxembourg 
€»r the Tuilleries to General Buonaparte, in the style 
of a sovereign to his subject. . ) 

. There remained to* be separated those strong 
ties, whidi were formed betwixt Napoleon and the 
army whidi he had so often led to victory, and 
who unquestionably thought he had cast his lot to 
liye or die with them. But undoubtedly he might 
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palfiate bis departure by the considaatioD, that be 
fteft them yictorious over their boastful enemy^ and 
wkhottt the chance of being speedily summoDed to 
■the field ; and we can see no reason for supposin^^ m 
has been alleged, that anything like fear had an in^ 
floehce in inducing Napdeon^s desertion, as it la» 
been termed, of his army. We cannot, iikked, giye 
bun credit for the absoltite and pure desire of serving 
Md saving Frsmce, which is claimed by his more de- 
ifoted adherents, as the sole motive of his retuni to 
£urope ; but we have no doubt that some feelings of 
this Hind — ^to which, as we are powerful in deceiving 
ourselves, he himself might afford more weight than 
they.deserved^^mingled with his more selfish hapea^ 
mi that he took this important step with the desire of 
serving his country, as well as <^ advancing his own 
interest. Nor riiould it be forgotten, that the wdfiwe 
even of the Egyptian army, as well as his own ambi- 
tious views, required that he should try his fortune at 
Paris. If he did not pearsonally exert himself th^re, 
it seemed highly probable some revolution might take 
place, in which one of the consequences might be, 
that the victims of Egypt^ deserted by their country- 
mjsny should be compelled to lay down their arilis/ 
. The circumstances in which Buonaparte^s resolo^ 
tA^ is said to have originated, as related by himself 
were $iDgu]arly fortuitous. Scnne intarcourse took 
plaoe mdi the Tufkish fleet, in consequence of faia 



Digitized 



by Google 



Its LIFC OF 

•aiding the wouAded Turks on bocrd, and^Sidhicy 
Smith, by way of taunting the French general with 
the fucoeiset of die Ruuians in Italy, sent lam a set 
of newsp a per s oontaimng an aoeount of Suwartow's 
victories, and a deplorable view of the French affUrt 
OB the continent If we may trust otho* authorities^ 
however, to be quoted in their proper place, be al^ 
ready knew the state of afflurs, both in Italy and 
France, by his own secret correspcmdenoe with Pari% 
infonning him not only of the military reverses wUdi 
tbe armies of the latter country had sustained, but of 
the state of pardes, and of the puUic mind,— -intdH. 
genoeof greater utility and accuracy than could have 
been coaamcmkated by ihe-En^ish newipapera. 

Howsoever his iftformatipn was derived, Buona^ 
parte lost no time in acting upon it, with all the se* 
crecy ivhich &. matter of such importance requwed. 
Admiral Gantheaume, who had been with the army 
ever since the destruction of the fleet, received the 
Generals orders to make ready for sea, with all pes- 
ttMe cUspatdi, two frigates then lying in the harbour 
of Alexandria. 

Meantime, determined to preserve his credit with 
the Institute, and to bring evidence of what he 
had done for the cause of science, Buonaparte com- 
manded Moage, who is said to have suggested ^ 
expedition, and the accom^ished Ifenon, who be^ - 
came its historian, with Berthollet, to prepare to 
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accompMiy him to Alexandria. Of military chiefs, 
he sdected ti^e Generals l^rthter, Murat, LanneSi 
Marmont, Desiaix, Andreofsy, and Bessieres, the 
best and moBt attached of his officers. He left Cairo 
9» soon as he heard the frigates were ready and 
the sea open, making a visit to the Delta the pretext 
of his tour. Kleber and Menoo, whom he meant .to 
leave first and second in command, were appdinted 
to meet him at Alexandria. But he had an inter* 
view with the latter only. 

Kld)er, an excetknt soldier, and a man of conn- 
desable parts, was mtidi displeased at the hasty and 
disordered mwiner in which the comnuuid of an im- 
pcHtant province, and a diminished army were thrust 
upon him, and remonstrated, in a letter to the Di- 
reCUxty, upon the several points of the public service, 
which, by his conduct on this pocasioo, Boonaparte 
had neglected or endangered. Napokon afterwards 
laboured hard to answer the accusations which these 
renonstrances implied, and to prove, that, in leaving 
Ae Bgyptian army, he had no mtention of abai^on^ 
ing it ; cm the contrary, that he intended either to 
return in person, or to send powerful succours. 
He Uamed Gantheaume, at a lator period for not 
havii^ made his way from Toulon to Alexandria, 
with rmfbicements and supplies. But Buonaparte, 
slow to see what contradicted a favoorite project, 
coidd never be made to believe, unless when in the 
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very act c^ experieacing it, that the 3upeii(»ity of 
the British naval power depends upon circumstanoeB 
totally different from those which can be remofved by 
equal courage, or even equal skill, on the part of the 
French naval officers; and that, until it be removed,; 
it will be at great hazard that France shall ev^ at- 
tempt to retain a province so distant as £g3rpt. 

Napoleon left behind hini a short proclamaticmy 
Apprising the army that news of importance from 
France had recalled him to Europe, but that they 
should Booa hear tidings of him. He exhorted 
them in the meantin^ to have omfidence in their 
new commander^ who possessed, he said, his good 
(qpinion, end that of the government ; and in these 
tenlns he bade them farewell T-wo fr^tes. La Muin 
ton and La Carere, beii^ ready for sea, the General 
embarked from an unfrequented part of the beach on 
the 2Sd August. Menou, who had met him there, 
came to Denon and otl^rs, who had attended the ren- 
dezvous without knowing exactly its purpose, as tl|ey 
were gazing in surprise at the imusual «ght of two 
French frigates ready to put to sea, and' inform- 
ed them with agitation that Buonaparte waited f<nr 
them. They fdlowed as in a dream ; but Denon had 
already secured that mass of measurements, drawings, 
manuscripts, and objects of antiquarian and scxentiBe 
curiosity, which afterwards enabled him to complete 
the splendid work, which now contains the only per- 
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iB&aaeiit eit ua&MftmtB of the memcxrdlsle efxpedidon 
to Egypt. 

Ere the fip%8tes were far firom Und, they were re* 
cdimoitred hy aa EngUsb cc»rvelte, a drcuoiBtitoGrf 

o 

which seemed of evil atigary. Baonaparte assured 
hk compJEmons, by his iKual alltistons to his own 
destiny. ** We will arrive safe,'' he said; « Fortune 
^i never abandon ti»^we will norrive safe in despite 
of the enemy/' . ** 

To avoid the Esglisb eruilrers, the vessds coasted 
the shores of Afriea, and the wind was so cpntmry, 
that they made biit an hundred leagues in tw en ty da y s . 
D|Liring this time Buonaparte studied alternately the 
BUrie and tfae'EJoran, more sc&atous, it seemed, about 
• the history of the countries which he had left b^ind^ 
than the part which he was to play in that to which he 
was trastemngJ At length they ventured to stand 
northward, ahdxmth^ dOth Sef^ndber, they entered, 
by nnguhff 4di»K%, Iheportof AjaecioinOordca, and 
Buooaparte feund Inmsdf neMr his native city .^ On 
the Tth October, they agahi pat to sea, but, upon ap«. 
proaching the French coast, they found themselves in 



• the nsthres okoa off in numbets %o nee tiidr illxistnoitt ooaft. 
trfToaa^ but as he does not appear to have landed, his transient pre. 
sence in the harbour formed no exception to what is said in vol. 111. 
p. t3^ of his not revisiting His own country. 

VOL. IV. I 
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the neighbourhood of a squadron of Englislt men-of- 
war^ The admiral would have tacked about^ to return 
to Corsica. *< To do so," said Buopsparte, << would 
be to take the road to England — I am seeking that to 
France^*^ He probably meant that the manoeuvre 
would attract the attention of the English. They 
kept on their course ; but the peril of being ci^ured 
seemed so imminent, that, thou^ still several leagues 
from the shore, Gantheaume proposed , to man his 
long-boat, in order that the General might attempt 
his escape in her.. Buonaparte observed, that that 
measure might be defa-red till the ease was more 
desperate. 

At length, they passed, unsuspected and unques- 
tioned, through the hostile squadron, and on the 9th 
October, at ten in the morning, he on whose fate the 
world so long seemed to depend, landed at St Raphean, 
near Frejus. He haddepartedattheheadof apowerful 
fleet, and a victorious army, on an expedition design- 
ed to alter the destinies of the most andent nations 
of -the world. The result had been far from commen- 
surate to the means employed— The ieet had perish- 
ed — the army was blockaded in a distant province, 
when their arms were most necessary at home. He 
returned clandestinely, and almost alone ; yet Provi- 
dence designed that, in this apparently deserted con- 
dition, he should be the . instrument of more exten* 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLSON B0OKAFABTX. ISl 

nvB and more astoniflfaiiig changes, than theeflfortsdT 
the greatest conquerors had ever bef<Nre be^ able to 
effect upon the civilized world. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Retrospect of Public Events since the Departure cf NopoUon Jbr 
Egypt^^^Invasion and Conquest of Switzerland,'^Seizure of Tu' 
rin,-i— Expulsion of the Pope, — The Neapolitans declare . War 
against France^-^re defeated-^^and the French enter Naples.^^ 
DisgraceflU Avarice exhibOed by the Directory^-particularly in 
their Negotiations with the United States ofAmerica^^re unsuC' 
cestfuly and their shame made public,^~Russ^comesJbrward in the 
general Cause^^Her Strength and Resources, — Reverses of the 
French in Italy^ and on the Rhinc^^Insurrections in Belgium 
and Holland against the FrencK^-^Anglo^Russian Expedition 
sent to Holland, — The Chouans again in the Field, — Great and 
universal Unpopularity of the * Directory ,^State of Parties in 
France, — Law of Hottages,~mAbbe Sieyes becomes one of the Di' 
rectory — His Character and Genius — Description of the Consti* 
tution proposed by him for the Year Threc-^Ducos^ Gohier^ and 
Moulinsy also introduced into the Directory,m^Fansily ofNapOm 
leon strive to keep him in the RecoUeetionqfthe Pecplc^mFavour' 
able Change in the French A^ttirs,^^HoUand evacuated by the 
Anglo-Russian Army,^~Korsakow deflated by Massena~-~and Su^ 
warrow retreats before Lecowrbe. ' 

When Napoleon accepted what was ta be consi- 
dered as a doom of honourable banishment, in the 
command of the Egyptian expedition, he answered to 
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those jfrfends who advised him rather ta stay mid 
asaert a pre^emHaent stalum in the goTemmentM 
home, ^ thai the f rtiit waa hot ripd," The aeventeeiL 
ttKMiths,or thereabotits,o£hkrab6aice»had done much 
to complete the maturity which was formerly inbper*- 
&ct The £*renoh govecnm^t had ceased to be in* 
wriably victorkitis, and at times had suffered tntemal 
changes, which, jni^eadof restorii^ the nadtimal^^i- 
fidenee^ had onfy induced a general expectation of 
aome farther and decisi"^ revolution, that should for 
^VBtt overthrow the Directorial system^ 
f l¥hen Biionaparte saSed for Bgypt, he left France 
at'peaioe with Austria, aiid thoici iiegotiatioQs pro>. 
ceed]i% at Radsitadt, which no one then doubted 
would settle on a pacific footitfj^ the affidrs <^ Ger^ 
Humy. England alone remained hostile to France 4^ 
but the former beii^ victorious on the sea, and the 
bttt^r upon the land, it seemed as if the ti^r muat 
ho^uish and die of itself^^ unless there^ bad been a 
third element, of which the rivals might have dia* 
pAted the pOs6fession. ^But thou^ the interests of 
Franee,^ as well as of hummlity^ peremptorily ^ 
manded peaces her rulers, feeling that their own, tot* 
tering condition would be rcfndered stHl more preca^ 
rious by the disbanding then: numerous arniies, r^- 
ablved to continue the war inr a new Una^tf^i* 
; . Under ' tbe ^most flimsy add injurious pretexts^ 
th^ att^cbe^ihe neutral ^iatea of Switzi^bmd, so 
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endnent for their moderation; and theFrenditroapg^' 
levied in the name of Freedom, were sent to aasatl 
that country which had been so long her mountain 
fortresf. The ancient valour of the Switz^w was 
unable to defend them against the new discoveries 
in the art of war, by whidi the strongest defiles can 
be turned, and therefore rendered indefensible. They 
fought with their ancient courage, particularly the 
natives of the mountain cantons, and only gave way 
before numbers and discipline. But these gallant 
mountaineers sacrificed more than thrice their own 
amount, ere they fell in their ranks, as became the 
countrymen of William Tdl. The French affected 
to give the Swiss a constitution on the model of their 
own, but this was a nftre farce. The arsenals, fort- 
resses, and treasures of the cantons, were sdzed 
without scruple or apok^, and the Swiss were 
treated in all respects Kke a conquered nadon. The 
fiite of this ancient and unoffending peo[de excited 
deep and general fear and detestation, and tended 
more perhaps than any other event, to raise the 
animosity of Europe in general against France, as a 
country which had now plainly shown, that her am- 
bition could be bounded by no conriderati<xi of jus- 
tice or inter-national law. 

The King of Sardinia, who had first acknowled^ 
ged the superiority of Buonaparte, and purdiased 
his existence as a continental sovereign, by surrra* 
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d^ing all bis fortresBes to Fraaoe, and permitting 
her troops to march through his cx>UDtry as their 
owtkf had surely some claim to forbearance ; but now, 
wUhout even a pretex^t for such violence, the French 
seized upon Turin, the captal of this th^ Yassal 
monarch, and upon all his continental dominions, 
sending him and his family to the island oi Sar- 
dinia. 

Another victim there was of the French grasjnng 
ambition, in whose fate the Catholic world was deep- 
ly interested. We have seen already, that Buona- 
parte, though he deqpcnled the Pope of power and 
trei^ure, judged it more prudent to permit him to 
subsist as a petty prince, than, by depriving him of 
all temporal authority, to drive him to desperation^ 
and oblige him to use against the Republic those spi- 
ritual weapons, to which the public opinion of Catho- 
lic countries still assigned strength. But the Direc- 
tory were of a diff^^rent oi»ni(m ; and though the Pope 
had submitted passively to every demand which had 
been made by the French ambassador, however in- 
consistent with the treaty of Tolentino, the Direc* 
tory, with the u^al policy of their nation, privately 
encouraged a party in Rome which desired a re- 
v(Jution. These conspirators arose in arms, and, 
when dispersed by the guards, fled towjards the hotd 
of Joseph Buonaparte, then the ambassador of the 
French to the Pope. In the scuffle which ensued, the 
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ambaiflador was insuked, hk Kfe endai^eFed, and 
General Dophot actually kiUed by bis sida T&is 
outrage of course sealed tbe fall of tbe Pope» wbidi 
bad ptchMj hag been detaimned on. Expefled 
from bis domuions, tbe aged Pius YI. retired to 
Sienna, mere the object of xiespeot and veneration itt 
bk condition of a detbrmed esdfe, tban when bokb- 
ing the semblance of authority by permisdoni of 
Friuice. In place of tbe PontiflTs government t^toae 
tbe shadow of a mighty name, Tbe Bbman Bepobfie; 
But tbe Gauls were in possesion of the 'Ciqditcd, n^ 
did the ancient recollections, connected with'the titl^ 
of the new commcxiwealtfa, procure fpr the Ronaas 
more independent authcnity than was possessed by 
imy of tbe other ephemeral republican govef^inBeiits; 
In the £all of the Pope, and the occupation of tbe 
BonuUi territories by a French army, the Jang^of Na- 
ples saw tbe nation whom he feared and ht^Loi^ and by 
whom be knew be was ccHiiddered as a desirable sid^ 
ject of plunder, approach his frontiers, and become 
bis neighbours. War he perceived was unavoidabki 
and he formed the resolution to be. the first in <fe> 
claring it. The vict<M*y of Nelson, and the interest 
whidi that distinguished hero acquired at what iii%fat 
be called a female oourt, with tbe laurels of tbe Nile 
Cresfa upon bis brow, confirmed the Neapditan go- 
▼ernment in the resolution. Mack, an Austrian §t^ 
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naral, ^o had got the reputation of a great tactician 
and a gdUant soldier, was sent by the Emperor to 
diacipliBe and command the Neapolitan arm j» Nel- 
8on''s fidcon eye measured the man's worth at oBQel 
.*^»Gteneral Mack/' said he, ** cannot move with- 
out five carriages — I have formed my c^nion — 1 
heartily pray I may be mistaken.*" He was not mis- 
taken. The Neapolitan army marched to Rome, was 
eneoantered by the 1? rench, fought just long enough 
to lose about forty men, then fl^, abandoning guns^ 
ba^^a^, arms, iikl everything besides. ** The Nea- 
{X^tan officers did not lose much honour," said Nel- 
son, ** for 6od knows th^y had little to lose — ^but 
they lost what they had." The prescient eye, which 
:was as accurate by land as by sea, had also foreseen 
di^ instant advance of the French to Naples. It 
took [dace accordingly, but not unresdsted. The na- 
ked rabble,^ called Lazzaroni, showed the most des- 
perate courage. They attacked the French ere they 
cune to the city ; and notwithstabding a murderous 
defeat, they held out Naples for tWo days with their 
irr^ular musketry only, against regular forces amply 
sapfdied with artillery. What can we say of a coun- 
try, where the rabble are courageous and the soldiers 
cowards? what, unless that the higher classes, from 
Wfadni'the officers are chosen, must be the parties 
to be censured. 
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The royal family fled to Sicily ; and in Naples a 
new classical-sounding government was created at the 
command of the French general, — ^The Farthenopean 
Republic. The French were now possessed of all 
Italy, excepting Tuscany, and that was exempted 
from their authority in name only, and not in effect* 

The French pebple, notwithstanding the success 
of these several undertakings, were not deceived or 
flattered by them in a degree equal to what probaUy 
their rulers expected. Their vanity was alarmed at 
the meanness of the motives which the Directory 
exhibited on almost every occasion. Even the daz- 
zling pride of conquest was sullied by the mercenary 
views with which war was undertaken. On one oc- 
casion the veil was raised, and all Frenchmen who 
had feelings of decency, not to say of probity w ho- 
, nour, remaining, must have held themselves disgra- 
ced by the venal character of their govemm^it. 

Some disputes existing between France and the 
United States of America, commissioners w^e sent 
by the latter country to Faiis, to endeavour to re- 
store a good understanding. They were not pub- 
licly acknowledged by France in the character of 
ambassadors; but were distinctly given to under- 
stand, that they could only be permitted to treat, 
on condition that the States of America should lend 
to the Republic the sum of a million steriing ; to 
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which was added, tlie unblushing demand of fifty 
thousand pounds, as a douceur for the private pocket 
of the Directors. The astonishment of the envoys 
was extreme at this curious diplomatic proposal, 
and* they could hardly credit their ears when they 
heard it repeatedly and grossly urged. ^^ The es- 
sential part of the treaty,^ said one of the French 
agents, <^ is, UJhui de Targ&nt — U Juut beaucoup 
d^argetU;'^ and to render the matter palatable, he 
tcdd the Americans of other countries which had 
paid large sums to obtain peace, and reminded them 
of the irresistible power of France. The Trans- 
atlantic republicans, immoved by these argumentes 
stoutly answered, << That it belonged only to petty 
states to purchase independence by payment of tri* 
bute— -that America was willing and able to protect 
bersdUr by arms, and would not purchase with money 
what she possessed by her powerful means of self- 
drfence.'' They added, " that they had no power 
whatever to enter into any engagements concerning 
a loan.*" 

The agents of France lowered their tone so far as 
to say, that if the commissioners would pay something 
in the way of fees, they might be permitted to remain 
in Paris, whilst one of their number returned to Ame- 
rica to obtain instructions from their government ; 
but not even to that modific^ion of bribery would the 
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Americans listen. They would not, according to the 
expresidon used in incendiaiy letters, ^^putfive pcainds 
in a certain ^hceJ* The treaty became pubfic, to the 
scandal alike of France and of Europe, which joined 
in regarding a government that macLe war on sudi 
base principles, as standing, in comparison to those 
who warred in the spirit of conquest, in the relattion 
of footpads to highwaymen The only attempt naik 
by Talleyrand towards explanation of this singular 
transaction, was a shuffling denial of the lad, which 
he strengthened by an insinuation, that the statement 
of the American envoys was a Weak invention, iHig- 
gested to them by the English. 

Not to multiply instances, the rapacity and domi- 
neering insolence with which the Directory conduct- 
ed themselves towards the new republics, who were 
at every moment made sensible of th^ir total de- 
pendence on the Great Nation — the tnermless re- 
actions which they imposed, together with tt^ ra- 
pacious peculations of many of their generals ami 
agents, made them lose interest almost as'£ast as 
they could acquire territory. Their fair pret^cts of 
extending freedom, and the benefits of a liberal go- 
vernment, to states which had been oppressed bytfae 
old feudal institutions, were now valued at no more 
than their worth; and it was seen, that the only ^ua- 
_ lity which republican France extended to the conquer- 
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"ed )odiiiitiie% "wtd. to isencler aUL diwaeb aiikfi degraiikd 
oikdiwpbv^rkhed* . Tfain^ the ^licoesses viuch weiiwre 
4iattily^EiuiDec^tkl rac)i^r«adai^wed'diaafttreDgtliP- 
-ened'tbe empire olrFvanoe^ M&ihkf roddcml her ain»- 
Inlfoa^tbe oligect of &ar.«nd kuapidon to aUlEurapa 
The Ctttholic mtjcnas ikteld t&e de^radatihn of tfae 
iB^feihe Pontiff witkahliorittDce^rf^Yerj king in: Eii. 
wcpe Ieai9ed'airimilar'fii(eirith,:4iie eeveragnaof i&Kv 
dinia/and Najples-^^cU after tfaei&td of Switzerland^ 
ao-pec^k famld rely upon: arpjaaorfol^ ;uiiofifendm§^ 
andtflitriotfy noatcaLeharactet, asjgronnd suffidentte 
es^pt liiem from -Freneh^iggEe^Mii. Thus a gene- 
tml> dread afad dialihe. prepare (fm* a nne ^jcofditkn 
eg^kat V^mixei. itt^:which Russia, for the firsC tim^ 
wasito become ah active co-operator.^ nv 

The troops of this powerful em|>ifie were emin^ntfy 
qdaSfied fnr eriooaniariBg' with the.Erencfa; tojf^ 
added to their hardihood^ comage, and di^cipliae^ 
th^ . had a. .national chnacte»-T-^« distincdon less 
known to the Gennahi^ whose snbdmsion into.di^ 
ferent states, often at war with each other, has in .some 
di^ree diininiialied dieir naCui^ spirit of . patriotism. 
Aooustomed abo to war£ire dn a greatseale, and t» 
encounter such an enemy astke Turic, die Russians,. 
whOe they understood the modem S3rstem of tactics^ 
were less servii^ bigotted to it than the Austriana. 
Thdr ideas more readily went back to the natural 
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and primitive character of war, and diey were better 
prepared either to depart from strict tedmical rules 
themtelyes, cnr to see them departed from, and caku- 
late the results. These new enemies of France, more- 
over, were full of confidence in their own character, 
and unchecked in their military enthunasm by the 
fi^uent recollections of defeat, which clouded the 
qxirit of the Austrians. Above all, the Russians had 
the advantage of being commanded by Su warrow, one 
of the most extraordinary men of his time, who, pos- 
sessed of the most profound military si^;acity, as- 
sumed the external appearance of fanatical enthu<^ 
siasm, as in society he often concealed hu perfect 
knowledge of good breedii^ under the show of extras 
vagant buffoonery. These peculiarities, which would 
not have succeeded with a French or Englkharmy, 
gained for him an unbounded confidence among his 
countrymen, who considered his eccentric conduct, 
followed, as it almost always was, by brilliant success,, 
as the result of something which aj^roached toinqn- 
ration. 

The umted forces of Austria and Russia, chiefly 
underthe command of this singularcharacter, succeed- 
ed, in a lon^ train of bloody battles, to retake and re- 
occupy tho9eu£tetes in the north of Italy, which )mi 
been conquered in Buonaparte^s first campaigns. It 
was in vain that Macdonald, whose name stood as 
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I^gh among the Republican genevals, as bis charac- 
ter for bonour and rectitude among Frencb states- 
men, marcbed from Naples, traversing tbe wbole 
lengUi of Italy, to arrest the yictorious progress <^ 
the allies. After a train of stubborn fighting, it wag 
only by displaying great military talent that he could 
extricate the remains of his army. At length the de- 
cisive and de^rate battle of Novi seemed to exclude 
the French from the possesion of those fiiir Italian 
provinces, which had been acquired by such expense 
of life. 

On the Rhine, though her defeats were not of such 
a decided character, France also lost reputation and 
territory. . Jourdan proved no match for the Archh 
duke Charles, who having ho longer Buonaparte tp 
encounter, asserted his former superiority over infe- 
rior French generals. His Royal Highness finally 
compelled the French to recross the Rhine, idljle the 
Austrian generals Bellegarde and Hotze, supported 
by a Rusinan division under Korsakow, advanced to 
the line of the Limmat, near Zurich, and waited the 
junction of Suwarrow to occupy Switzerland, and 
even to menace France, who, in a great measure de* 
spoiled of her foreign conquests, had now reason to 
al^fNTehend the invasion of her own territory. 
• In the Netherlands, the French interest seemed 
equally insecure. Insurrections had already taken 
place in what they called Belgium, and it seemed 
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lluil the natives of these popoloui distncCsifeflKd 
but opportunity and encouragement for a general re^ 
volt. Holland, tbrough all its proyinbes, iras eqoaL 
\j disaffected; and tbe.reportsfrom that country en^ 
cooragjed England to send to the coast an expedition, 
consisting ^ Biitkh and Russian forces, to wfaidi 
two divisions of the Dutch fleet ddnrered up their 
vessels, hoisting at the same time the coIoutb of the 
Stadtholder. Here was another risk of an imminent 
and presmng description, which menaced France and 
its Directorial government. 

- It retnains to be added to the tale of these foreign 
calamities, that the Chouans, or BoyaUsts bt Bm- 
tagne, were again in the field with anomber of blinds^ 
aknoontiifig, it is said, to forty thousand anto m A 
I'hey had gained seversl successes, and, though fidl- 
ing short of the chivalrous q>irit of the Yeoideans, and 
having no general equal in tidents to Charette, were 
nevertheless sufficiently brave and well cc^nmanded, 
to become extremely formidable, and threaten « re- 
newal of all the evils which had be^ oodunoned by 
the former cfVil war. 

Amidst these louring appearances, the di^ke 
and disrespect with which the Directors wereiregard- 
ed, occairioned their b^ng loaded with every qpleCles 
of accusation by the public. It was not forgotten 
that it was the jealousy of Barras, Reubel, and the 
other Directors, which had banished fromf France 
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the most successful of her generals, at the head of a 
gallant army, who were now needed to defend the 
provinces which their valour had gained. The battle 
of Aboukir, while it annihilated their fleet, had in- 
sulated the land forces, who, now cut off from all 
communication with their mother country, and shut 
up in an insalubrious province, daily wasted in en* 
counters with the barbarous tribes that valour, and 
those liv€s, which, hazarded on the frontiers of 
France, might have restored victory to their stand-r 
ards. 

To these upbraiding complaints, and general accu^ 
sations of incapacity, as well as of peculation, the Di^ 
rectors had little to answer. What was a still greater 
deficiency, they had no party to appeal to, by whom 
their cause, right or wrong, might have been advo- 
cated with the stanch adherence of partizans. They 
had undergone, as we shall presently show, various 
changes in their own body, but without any altera-r 
tion in their principles of administration, which still 
rested on the principle of Bascule^ or see-saw,* as 
it is called in English ; the attempt, in short, to 



* The term, it is scarcely necessary to say, is derived frmn the 
fh^Mj^th amu^iement, where twojMys swing at the opposite ends of a 
plank, moving up and down, in what Dr Johnson calls '< a redpro- 
catmg motion," while a third urchm, placed on the centre of motion^ 
ngulates their movements. 
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govern twa oontending factions in tke state, by ba- 
lancing the one against the other, without adhe- 
ring to either. In consequence of this mean and 
temporising policy, which is always that of weak 
minds, the measures of the government were con- 
ridered, not with reference to the general welfare of 
the state, but as they should have eflect upon one or 
other of the parties by which it was divided. It fed. 
lowed also, that having no certain path and plan, 
but r^^ulating their movements upon the wish to 
maintain an equality between the factions, in order 
that they might preserve their authority over both, 
the Directors had no personal followers or supporters, 
save that most sordid class, who regulate their politics 
on their interest, and who, though faithful adherents 
of every settled administration, perceive, by instinc- 
tive sagacity, the moment that their patrons are about 
to lose their offices, and desert th^ cause on such 
occa^ons with all convenient speed. 

Yet the Directors, had they been m^n of talent, 
integrity, and character— above all, had they been 
united among themselves, and agreed on one steady 
course of policy, might have governed France with 
little difficulty. The great body of the nation were 
exhausted by the previous fury of the revolutionary 
movements, had supped full with politics, and were 
much disposed to sit down contented under any 
government which promised protection for life and 
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property. Even the factions had lost their energy. 
Those who inclined to a mcNiarchical form, Were 
many of them become indifferent by whom the sceptre 
was wielded, providing that species qt government, 
supposed by them most suitable to the habits and 
character of the French, should be again adopted. 
Many who were of this opinion saw great objection 
to the restoration of the Bourbons, for fear that alonjg 
with tlieir right might revive all those oppressive 
feudal claims which the Revolution had swept away, 
as well as the pretensions of the emigrants to resume 
their property. Those who entertained such senti. 
ments were called Moderes. The ancient blood-red 
Jacobins could hardly be said to exist. The nation 
had had a surfeit of blood, and all parties looked 
back with disgust on the days of Robespierre. But 
there existed a kind of white Jacobins ; men who 
were desirous to retain a large proportion of cTemo- 
cratical principle in the constitution, either that they 
might not renounce the classical name of a Republic, 
or because they confided in their own talents, to ** wield 
at will the fierce democracy ;*" or because they really 
believed that a potent infusion of such a spirit in the 
forms of government, was necessary for the preser- 
vation of liberty. This party was greatly inferior in 
numbers to the others ; and they had lost their au- 
thority over the populace, by means of which they 
had achieved such changes during the early periods 
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of the Revdution. But they were bold, enterpri- 
ung, acti?e ; and their chiefs, assuming at first the 
name of the Pantheon, afterwards of the Manege 
Club, formed a party in the state, which, from the 
character of the leaders, gave great subject of jea- 
lousy to the Directory. 

The rapacity and insolent bearing of the French 
government having, as we have seen, provoked a new 
war with Austria and Russia, the means to which the 
Directors had recourse for maintaining it were a for- 
ced loan imposed on the wealthy, which gave alarm 
to property, and a conscriptipn of two hundred thou- 
sand men, which was alike distressing to poor and 
rich. Both measures had been submitted to during 
the Reign of Terror ; but then a murmur cost the 
complainer his head. The Directory had no such 
summary mode of settling grievances. These two 
last inflictions greatly inflamed the public discontent. 
To meet the general tendency to insurrection, they 
had recourse to a measure equally harsh anid unpo- 
pular. It was called the Law of Hostages, by which 
the unoffending relatives of emigrants, or royalists, 
siipposed to be in arms, were thrown into prison, and 
rendered responsible for the acts of their connexions. 
This unjust law filled the prisons with women, old 
men, and children, — victims of a government which, 
because it was not strong enough to subdue insur- 
)rcction by direct force, visited the consequences of jfs 
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own weakness on age, childhood, and helpless fe- 
males. 

Meantime the dissensions among the Directors 
themselves, which contmued to increase, led to va- 
rious changes within their own body When Buona- 
parte left Europe^ the Directory ccxisisted of Barras, 
Reub^I, Treilhard^ Merlin, Reveilliere-Lepaux. 
The opposition attacked them with so much fury in 
the licgislative Assemblies, Boulay de la Meurthe, 
Luden Buonaparte, Fran9ois, and other mep of ta- 
lent leading the way, that at length the Directors 
appear to have become afraid of being made^rson- 
ally re^>onsibIe by impeachment for the peculations 
of thieir agents^ as well as for the result of the inso- 
lences by which they had exasperated the friends and 
allies of France. Beubel, he whose character for 
talent and integrity stood most fair with the public, 
was removed from c^ce by the lot which announced 
him as the Director who was to retire. It has 
been said some art was used to guide fortune on this 
occasion. His name in the list was succeeded by one 
celebratedin the Revolution ; that of the Abbe Sieyes. 

This remarkable statesman had acquired a high 
reputation, not only by the aciiteness of his metaphy- 
sical talent, but by a species of mystery in which he 
involved himself and his opinions. He was certain- 
ly possessed of great knowledge and experience in 
the affairs of France, was an adept in the composU 
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tion of new constitutions of all kinds, and had got a 
high character, as possessed of secrets peculiarly his 
own, for conducting the vessel of the State amidst the 
storms of Revolution. The Abbe^in fact managed 
his political reputation as a prudent trader does his 
. stock ; and by shunning to venture on anything wUdi 
could in any great degree peril his credit, he extend- 
ed it in the public opinion, perhaps much farther than 
his parts j ustified. A temper less dating in action than 
bold in metaphysical speculation, and a considerable 
regard for his own personal safety, accorded well 
with his affected air of mystery and reserve. In the 
National Assembly he had made a great impression, 
by his pamphlet explaining the nature of the Third 
Estate ; and he had the principal part in procuring 
the union of the three separate Estates into the Na- 
tional Assembly. A flaming patriot in 179S-3, he 
voted for the death of the unfortunate Louis ; and, 
as was reported, with brutal levity, using thecelebra^ 
ted expres«on, << Mort sam phraseP He was no 
less distinguished for brhiging forward the imp(nt- 
ant measure for dividing France into departments, 
and thus blending together and confounding all the 
ancient distinctions of provinces. After this period 
he became passive, and was little heard of during the 
Ueign of Terror ; for he followed the maxim of Py- 
thagoras, and worshipped the Echo (only found in 
secret and solitary places,) when he heard the tem- 
pest blow hard. 
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After tiie revolution of 9th Thermidor, Sieyes came 
in with the moderate party, and had the merit to jhk>- 
ppse the recall of the members who had been fordbJ j 
expdled by the Jacobin fiu^tion on the fall of the 
GircHidists. He was one of the committee of eleven, to 
whmn was committed the cbai*ge of forming the new 
ooQstitution, afterwards called that of the year Three. 
Tins great metaphysical philosopher and politician 
flowed little desire to share with any colleagues 
the t<nl and honour of a task to which he esteemed 
himself exclusively competent; and he produced, 
accordingly, a model entirely of his own composition, 
veiy ingenious, and evincing a wonderfully intimate 
acquaintance with politicid doctrines, together with a 
multitude of nice balances, capacities, and disquaM* 
cations, so constituted as to be checks on each other. 
As strongly characteristic of the genius of the man, 
we shall here give an account of his great woik. 

His jdan provided that the constitution, with its 
powers of judicature and of administration, should 
emanate from the people; but lest, like tiiat un- 
natural parent the sow, the people diould devour their 
own nine farrow, the functionaries thus invested with 
power were to be placed, when created, out of the 
reach of the parents who had given them birth. 
The mode in which it was proposed to effect this, 
was both singular and ingenious. The office-bearers 
were thus to be selected out of three orders of the 
state, forming a triple hierarchy. 1. The citizens 
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of each commune were to name one-tenth of their 
number, to be called the Communal Notables^ From 
these were to be selected the magistrates of the com- 
muncs, and the justices of peaces % The Commu- 
nal Notables were again to choose a tenth part of 
their number, who were called the Departm^tal 
Noubies. The prefects, judges, and provincial ad. 
ministrators^ were selected from this second body. 
S. The Departmental Notables, in like manner^ were 
to elect a tenth of their number, computed to amount 
to about six thousand persons ; and from this highest 
class of citizens were to be filled the most dignified 
and important situati<H'is in the state,-^the ministers 
and members of government, the legislature^ the se- 
nate^ or grand jury, the principal judges, ambassadors, 
and the like. By this system it will be perceived, that 
instead of equality, three ranks of privileged citizens 
were to be established, from whose ranks alone cer- 
. tain offices could be filled. But this species of no- 
bility, or, as it was called^ Notability, was dependant 
not on birth, but on the choice of the people, from 
whom, though more or less directly, all officers with- 
out exception received their commissions. The elec- 
tions were to take place every five years. 

To represent the national dignity, power, and glory, 
there was to fee an officer called the Grand Elector, 
who was to have guards, a revenue, and all the ex- 
temal appendages of royalty ; all acts of government, 
laws^and judicial proceedings, were to runin his narae^ 
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This species of Roi JainearU was to possess no part 
of the royal authority, except the right of naming 
two Consuls, one for peace, and the other for war ; 
and the farther right of selecting, from lists of candi- 
dates to be supplied by the three ranks of the hier- 
archy, the individuals who were to fill ofiicial situa- 
tions as they should become vacant. But having ex- 
ercised this privilege, the Grand Elector, or Pro- 
clain|er General, wasjunctus officio, and had no 
active duties to perform, or power to exercise. The 
two Consuls,' alt<^ther uncontrolled by him or each 
other, were to act eatcb in their own exclusive de- 
partment of peace or war ; and the other functionaries 
were alike independent of the Grand Proclaimer, or 
Elector, so soon as he had appointed them. He was to 
resemble no sovereign ever heard of but the Queen 
Bee, who has nothing to do but to repose in idleness 
and luxury, and give being to the active insects by 
whose industry the business of the hive is carried 
on. 

The government being thus provided for^ the 
Abbe Sieyes's system of legislature was something 
like that of France in the time of the Parliament. 
There was to be a Legislative Body of two hundred 
and fifty deputies ; but they were to form rather a tri- 
bunal of judges, than a popular and deliberative assem- 
bly. Two other bodies, a Council of State on the part 
of the government, and a Tribunate of one hundred 
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deputies, on the part of the people, were to prc^se 
and discuss measures in presence of this Legislative 
Council, who then proceeded to adopt or reject them 
upon scrutiny and by vote, but without any oral de- 
livery of opinions. The Tribunate was invested 
with the right of guarding the freedom of the subject, 
and denouncing to the Convocative Senate such mis- 
conduct of office-bearers, or ill-chosen measures, or 
ill-advised laws, as should appear to them worthy <^ 
reprobation. 

But, above all. Abbe Sieyes piqued himself upon 
the device of what he termed a Conservative Senate, 
which, possessing in itself no power of action or legis- 
lation of any kind, was to have in charge the preser- 
vation of the constitution. To this senate was given 
the angular power, of calling in to become a member 
of their own body, and reducing of course to their own 
state of incapacity, any individual occupying another 
situation in the constitution, whose talents, ambition, 
or popularity, should render him a subject of jealousy. 
Even the Grand Elector himself was liable to this fate 
of absorption^ as it was called, although he held his 
crown of Cocaign in the common case for life. Any 
efxertion on his part of what might seem to the senate 
an act of arbitrary authority, entitled them to adopt 
him a member of their own body. He was thus re- 
moved from his palace, guards, and income, and made 
for ever incapable of any other office than that of 
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a senator. This high point of pdicy was carrying 
the system of diecks mid balances as £ur as it could 
well go. 

The first glance of this curious model must hare 
convinced a practical politician that it was greatly 
too complicated and technical to be carried into ef- 
fect. The utility of laws consists in their being of a 
character wbicfa compels the respect and obedience of 
those to whom they relate. The ^ery delicacy of 
such an ingenious scheme rendered it incapable of ob- 
taining general regard, since it was too refined to be 
understood save by profound philosophers. To the 
rest of the nation it must have been like a watch to 
a savage, who, being commanded to regulate his 
time by it, will probably prefer to make the ma- 
chine coirespond with his inclinations, by putting 
backward and forward the index at pleasure. A man 
ci ordinary talent and honest disposition might have 
be^n disqualified for public life by this doctrine of 
absorption, j^st as a man ignorant of swimming would 
perish if flung into a lake. But a^tout swimmer would 
easily gain the shore, and an individual like Buo- 
naparte would set at defiance the new species of ostra- 
cism, and decline to be neutralized by the absorption 
of the senate. Above all, the plan of the Abbe de- 
stroyed the true principle of national representation, 
by introducing a metaphysical election of members of 
legislation, instead of one immediately derived from 
the dii^ vote of the people themselves. In the 
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Abbess alembic, the real and invaluaUe principle of 
pqpular representation was subtilized into smoke. 

For these, or other reasons, the commissioners of 
the year Three did not approve of the plan proposed 
by ^eyes; and, equally dissatii^ed with the consti- 
tution which they adopted, he withdrew himself from 
thdr deliberations, and accepted the situation of Am- 
bassador to Prussia, where he discharged with great 
ability the task of a diplomatist. 

In 1799) Sieyes returned from Berlin to Paris, 
full of hope to establish his o\ni favourite model on 
the ruins of the Directorial Constitution, and, as a 
preliminary, obtained, as we have said, Reubel's seat 
in the Directory. Merlin and Lepaux, menaced with 
impeachments, were induced to send in their resigna- 
tion^ Trdlhard had been previously displaced, on 
pretext of an informality in the choice. Instead of 
them were introduced into the Directory Rogefr Du- 
cos, a Modere, or rather a Royalist, with Gohier and 
Moulins, men of talents 'too ordinary to throw any 
opposition in the path of Sieyes. fiarras, by his ex- 
penses and bis luxurious mode of life, his connexion 
with stock-jobbers, and encouragement of peculation, 
was too much in danger of impeachment, to permit 
him to play a manly part. He truckled to circum- 
stances, and allied himself with, or rather subjected 
himself to, Sieyes, who saw the time approaching 
when the constitution of the year Three must fall,, 
and hoped to establish his own rejected mod|l iq its 
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stead. But the revolution which he meditated could 
only be executed by force. 

The change in the Directory had destroyed the 
government by bascule, or balance, and that in- 
termediate and trimming influence being removed, 
the two parties of the Moderes and the Republicans 
stood full opposed to each other, and ready to try 
their strength in a severe struggle. Sieyes, though 
no Royalist, or at least certainly no adhereht ot the 
House of Bourbon, stood, nevertheless, at the head 
of the Moderes, and taxed his sagacity for means of 
ensuring their victory. The Moderes possessed a 
majority in the Council of the Ancients ; but the 
Society of the Manege, Republicans if not Jacobins, 
had obtained, at the last election, a great siljperiority 
of numbers in the Council of Five Hundred. They 
were sure to be in decided opposition to any change 
of the constitution of the year Three ; and such being 
the case, those who plotted the new revolution, could 
not attempt it without some external support. To call 
upon the people was no longer the order of the day. 
Indeed, it may be supposed that the ancient revolu- 
tion^y columns would rather have rjsen. against 
Sieyes, and in behalf of the Society of the Manege. 
The proposers pf a new change had access^ however, 
to the army, and to that they determined to appeal. 
The assistance of some military chief of the first re- 
putation was necessary. Sieyes cast his eyes upon 
Joubert^an officer of high reputation, and one of the 
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moftt difltingubhed among Buonaparte^s generabL 
He was named by the Directors to the oomoiand of 
the Department of Paris, but shortly after was sent 
to Italy, with hopes that, acquiring a new fund of 
glory bychecking the progress of Suwarrow,he might 
be yet more fitted to fill the public eye, and influence 
the general mind, in the crisis when Sieyes looked 
for his assistance. Joubert lost his life, however, at 
the great battle of Novi, fought betwixt him and 
Suwarrow ; and so opportunely did his death make 
room for the pretensions of Buonaparte, that it has 
been rumoured, cert£un1y without the least probabi- 
lity, that he did not fall by the fire of the Austri- 
ans, but by that of assassins hired by the family of 
Napoleon, to take out of the way a powerful com- 
petitor of their brother. This would have been a gra- 
tuitous crime, since they could neither reckon with 
certainty on the arrival of Buonaparte, nor upon his 
being adopted by Sieyes in place of Joubert. 

Meanwhile, the family of Napoleon omitted no 
mode (^ keeping his merits in public remembrance. 
Reports from time to time appeared in the papers 
to this purpose, as when, to give him consequence 
doubtless, they pretended that the Tower guns of 
London were fired, and public rejoicings made, upon 
a report that Napoleon had been assassinated. Ma- 
dame Buonaparte, in the meanwhile, lived at great 
expense, and with much elegance, collecting around 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLRON BUONAPARTE. 159 

her whosoever was remarkable for talent and ac- 
complishment, and many of the women of Paris who 
were best accustomed to the management of political 
intrigue. Lucien Buonaparte distinguished himself 
as an orator in the Council of Five Hundred, and 
although he had hitherto affected Republican zeal, he 
now opposed, with much ability, the reviving in- 
fluence of the democrats. Joseph Buonaparte, also, 
a man of talent, and of an excellent character, though 
much aspersed afterwards in consequence of the part 
in Spain assigned him by his brother, lived hospi- 
tably, saw much company, and maintained an ascend- 
ance in Parisian society. We cannot doubt that these 
near relatives of Buonaparte found means of commu- 
nicating to him the state of affmrs in Paris, and the 
opening which it afforded for the exerdse of his dis- 
tinguished talents. 

The communicaticHi betwixt Toulon and Alexan- 
dria was, indeed, interrupted, but not altogether bro- 
ken off, and we have no doubt that the struggle of 
parties in the interior, as well as the great disasters 
on the frontier, had their full influence in determi- 
ning Buonaparte to his sudden return. Miot, though 
in no very positive strain, has named a Greek called 
Bambuki, as the bearer of a letter from Josq>h to 
his brother, conveying this important intdligence. 
The private Memoirs of Pouche pretend that that 
minister purchased the secret of Napoleon's return 
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bring expected, from Josephine hendf, for the sum of 
a thoufiAmd loitis, and that the lancBng at Frejua was 
no surprise to him. Both these pieces of private 
history may be safely doubted ; but it would be dtfi- 
cult to convince us that Buonaparte took the step of 
quitting Egjrpt on the vague intelligence afforded by 
the journals, and without confidential communica- 
tion with his own family. 

' To return to the state of the French government. 
The death of Joubert* not only disconcerted the 
schemes of Sieyes, but exposed him and his party to 
retaliaUon. Bernadotte was minister of war, and he, 
with Jourdan and Augereau, were all warm in the 
cause of Republicanism. Any of these distinguished 
generals was capable of leading the military force to 
compel such an alteration in the constitution as might 
suit the purpose of their party, and thus reversing 
the project of Sieyes, who, without Joubert, was like 
the head without the arm that should exectite. Al- 
ready, Jourdan had made in the Council of I^ve 
Hundred a speech on the dangers of the country, 
which, in point of vehemence, might have been pro- 
BNHinoed in the ancient hall of the Jacobins. He in 
j^laln terms threatened the Moderns with such a gene- 
r§k insurrection as had taken place in the year V79^i 
Aid proposed to declare the country in dang^i* • He 
urns 'answered by Luoien Buoaaparie, Chenier, aad 
Boulay, who had great difficulty to parry the uape. 
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hiottty whh wUdi the niDtifm wa» u»|^ Corwgrd. 
Though they succeeded in eludii^ the dasger, it was 
fitill far from being over, add the democrats would 
prdi)abty have dared wnne deqierate ttovenient^ if 
any addkioBal refecne had been sustained on the 
frontier. 

But as if the calamities of France, which of late 
had {cHomed each other in quick suecessicHi, had iU 
tained thdr height ct tide, the affairs of that country 
began all (^ a sudden to assume a more favoundde 
«qpect. The success of General Brune in Holland 
against the Anglo-Rus»an army, had obliged the 
invaders of Holland to retreat, and enter into a con- 
vention for evacuation of the country on whidi they 
had made their descent. A dispute, or misunder- 
standing, havings occurred between the Emperors 
of Austria and Russia, the Archduke Charles, in 
order, it was alleged, to repel an incursion of the 
French into the countries on the Maine, withdrew 
a great part of his army from the Une of the lim- 
mat, which was taken up by the Russians under 
KcH'sakow. Massena took the advantage of this 
imprudent step, crossed the Limmat, surprised the 
Rusuans, and defeated Korsakow, whilst the formi- 
dable Suwarrow, who had already advanced to coDo. 
mimicate with that g^Kral, found his ri|^ flank un. 
covered by his defeat, and had the greatest difficulty 
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in execOti^ a r^lro^fiide o^ov^mt befom Gkneni 
Lecourbe. 

Tbe news of tbaie Hnc^ewe* ind^e^ the Bi^ubHf 
<ai|s to defer their attai^ vpw tb^ noderiEite party ; 
and on so nice n ppiot do tl^e gr^n^t efeot$ faang^ 
that had a longer period intervened between tbeie 
victories and the arrivd of Buon^parte^ it it most 
probable that he woidd hssv^ found tbe Mtuadon of 
inilitary chief of the approaching revotutioil^ wbic^ 
became vacant on the death of Joubei?t) filled up bj 
pome one of those generals, of whom suQce^ bi^ eib' 
tended the feime But be landed at tibe bi^ipj crisis 
when the presence <^ a chief of first-rale talents wa^ 
indispensable^ and when no favourite name: bad yet 
been found, to fill tl^e pubH^ voioe mih bidf mdi 
loud acclaim fu} hit owi). 
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CHAPTER VI. 

General rejoicing on the return of Buonaparte — He^ meanwhile^ »e» 
eludes hifnsdfin Retirement an& Litetatutt, — Advamc^s made to 
Mm m aU H^kv^^N^^aieon e^Oettti i»IM ihe AMe SHiyei^^Bi^ 
toluiion iif the 18<A Bmmaire^Particulmrg of thai Evtni*^ 
Clothing View$ of the Councils of Ancients, and the Five HuU" 
dred. — Bar r as and his Colleagues resign, leaving the whole Power 
in the hands of Napoleon. — Proceedings o/ ihe Coundis on the 
iS/A^^^na \%th.^^Hthgs refimved from Paris to St Chud^ 
Buonaparte visits both on ihe Utter Dmp^^^VioUni Cof^mothn im 
the Council of Five Hundred — Napoleon received with ^eat Aot- 
tiUty, menaced and assaulted, and finally, extricated J>y his Gre~ 
nadiers, treathtess and exhausted. — Lucien Buonaparte, the Pre^ 
iideitt, retires f¥om the HaU wiifi a simiHtr ISscot-U^t^eclarei the 
CifuMil cfFive ikund^ed diUHtftd^thep ai^ thlftt iiipdtied ^ 
JfUftcry Fo^Qi^^Varkms Rumdurs staUd an^ (^itet^sSe4.--^MM 
Councils adjourn to ihe I9th February 1800, ttfler appointing a 
Provisional Consular Government, 6f B^^naparte, Sieyes, and 
Duco$* 

BnoNAPAKTEE had catised kims^lf tc) be preceded 
by an accoimt of hit campnigns m Afriea aind A^ 
in whkih the spfendid victory dver the Tin^ta at 
AboidEir enabled him to giesa o\^r his bed ddecest 
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in Syria, the total loss of his fleet, and the danger of 
Malta, which was closely besieged by the English. 
Still, however, these dispatches could never have led 
any one to expect the sudden return of a general en- 
gaged on a foreign service of the utmost importance, 
who, without having a better reason to allege, than 
bis own opinion that his talents were more essential 
to his country in France than in Egypt, left his army 
to its fate, and came, without either order or permis- 
sion from his government, to volunteer his services 
where they were not expected, or perhaps wished for. 
Another in the same circumstances, or perhaps the 
same general at another period of the Revolution, 
would have been received by the public with alieqa- 
ted favour, and by the government with severe in- 
quiry, if not with denunciation. 

On the contrary, such was the general reliance on 
the talents of Buonaparte, that, delighted to see him 
arrive, no one thought of asking wherefore, or by 
whose authority he had returned. He was received 
like a victorious monarch re-entering his dominions 
at his own time and pleasure. Bells were everywhere 
rung, illuminations made, a delirium of joy agitated 
the public mind, and the messenger who carried the 
news of his disembarkation to Paris, was received as 
if h^ had brought news of a battle gained. 

. The hall of the Council of Five I^undred re-echo- 
ed with • cries of victory, while the or{Ux>r, announ-* ' 
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etng the victories of Brune over the English, and 
Majssena over the Russians, dwelt upon the simple 
fact of Buonaparte''s return, as of interest equal to all 
these successes. He was heard with shouts of ** Long 
live the Republic !" which, as the event proved, was 
an e!i(clamation but Very indifferently adapted to the 
CKX^sion. 

Josephine, and Joseph Buonaparte, apprised by 
the government of the arrival c^ Napoleon, hastened 
to meet him on the road ; and bis pr<^ress towards^ 
Paris was everywhere attended by the same general 
acdamajtions which had received him at landing. 

The members of government, it mi^ be snipposed, 
felt alarm and anxiety, which they endeavoured to 
conceal under the appearance of sharing in the ge* 
neral joy. The arrival c^ a person so influential hy 
his fame, so decided in his character, engaged with 
no faction, and fdedged to no political systen}, was 
Ukely to give victory to one or the other party who 
were contending for supericM*ity, as he i^ould himself 
determine. The eyes of all men were upon Napoleon,, 
while his reserved and retired mode of life prevented 
any accurate anticipation being formed of the part 
which he was likely to take in the approaching con- 
vulsions of the state. While both parties mig^t hope 
for his participation and succour, neither ventured to 
call into question his purpose, or the authority by 
whicb he had 1^ his army in Egypt, and appeared 
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they oourled hivd on either band as the sM^biter, whose 
4eciiioci wastikdy to hme vmB% iofloeDoeon the state 
ff the naiicHi. 

Napokon, laeanwhiley seemed to give ki» eidii^ 
lire attenttoQ to Ul^riiture, and, bnvip^ exqhaag^ 
the usual visits of form with the ministers of the B^ 
puU&^ be W48 more frequently to be fouqd at ibe 
In0titiite» or discMssng iritb the traveller Volney^ 
and othel? mem of ktten^ tbe ieformatioii vbieh be 
Ittd aeqi«ired in ^igyfk on mm^ and anti<|uitk0» 
than is the bamnta of politi^nS) or tbe socft^y ^ tim: 
l^dfen 9£ ^diev party ia ihe ala^^ j^ieUher wasi he 
IQ leaaen at th^ piacea ctf pedlar rosctt-^fi veal 
i«^ no gan^val compaiiy^ sridom aifendsd the %bm^ 
trest afld» wiwn he did» took bia seal ia a private Imu 

A pnbfic entertainment waa given m honqur «f tbe 
Gen^ialk thedinrdiof St Suliptce,wbfckwjA attend^ 
cdby bolb the Le^slative Bodirf^ Hovrau shacedl 
the same boDour, p^isfaapa on Ibal ^Gcmmit not tbe 
Qiove agreeatde to Buonaparte* ^omrtlan. and AWi 
gexmui did not appear-na domd aeeo^ ta bang osrer 
the f estiva W-Napoleo A onfy proaenied hiiaadl for a 
verjp i^iorl Ume^aodi the wMe wa^l03rer in the coime 
irfanbcKun. 

To tbe miikairy^ hia oindiict seenwd eqnattjff o^ 
sroved'N^ie held not l^fsm^ and attended m rovleiva.; 
iKbik all r«ika eonlendad kk ofi^ti^ their tolbttle 
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fof ii|)piai»e, be torndd id siUnoe fipom rcoeiying 

' In all tins there was de^ po^^* No one knew: 
better how mudi popular ap^laitfe depends on tba 
gloss of novelty^ and bow great is the difference is 
puUk estiination) betwiiit him who iqppears to hHOtf 
and court aodamadonsy and the wiaer and more di^ 
nified favourite of the nmkitude^ whose popufaoitjr 
lolhiwsafitcr him and seeks him out, instead of being 
the ob}ect of his pursuit and andMtioiL Yet under thii 
still and apparently indiffertet dcmestiour, Napolaoii 
was lQsei»^ emplc^ed in collecting sU the infornuu 
tion necessary conoeraing the purposes and the poiwete 
of the Yafions parties in the state ^ and as each was 
ei^;er to cibtiiii his oountenanoe, he had no ^hiBcoky 
in obtAniog ftiK explanatioas on these points* 

The violent Republicans, who possessed the bui4 
jority m the Coundt of Five Hondted, loade ad» 
tanoss to him ; and the Geuetda Jotudan, Aogo* 
KMRi, and Bernadotte, oiSnrad to plaee bite at the 
head of thai patty, proirkted be wotdd ma^tain the 
iemottMtA oonstitutioo of thd year TtoMe. In 
wcaiAng wkh this active and violedt ptrty, Bo6na» 
parte saw every dianoe ^finstant and iiawwdirte 
success; but, by sueoeedii^ m the (mttot, be irould 
ptoboUy hapfe manred the farther piejeets of amlni* 
tbn wtaidi be ali^eady nourished. Mtttary leaders^ 
sudia^JiMirdan andhBerttiAPita, ait4hobsad of a 
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pfurty io furious m the Bepid>)icaiisy,oot4d wt faa^^ 
been thrown aside without both danger and difficuhj ; 
wad it beiog unquestionably Ae iitrimate iPBtentiim of 
Buonaparte to iisurp the supreme pcmrery it.was moat: 
natural for him to sedc adherents among'those^ who^ 
though differing oooceming the kind of goTemment 
whieh should be finally established, conoorred in de*. 
siring a change from the rqmblioan joiodel. 

BartaS) too^ oi^eavoured to sound the pmposes €^ 
the General of the Army of^ £gypt- He hbited td 
fauaoL a plan of. placing at the bead of die Dirsctory 
Hedouville, a man of cMrdimry talent,, tfa^ graa^nA 
of what was still termed the Army of Engbmd, of re« 
tiring hnaoself £ron^ power, and^of conferring on Napo- 
lemi the general command of the Rq»ifalican forces 
on the frontiers, which he yainly . supposed prefers 
meat sufficient to gratify, his ambition. Buonaparte 
would not listen to a hint which went to remK^e him 
fiKMoa th0 capita], and the sufMreme administration ol 
alEuTft — ^he knew also that Barras^s character was oon- 
tcinptible, and his rescmrces : dimintshedr-^that his 
subsequent; ccmduct . had cancelled the merit which 
he had acquired by the overthrow of Bobespierr^ 
and thait to unite with him in any degree would be 
to adopt) in the public cqfHnion, l^e very w^rst and 
xhost ui)pcq(mlar portion of the ]>iffcietpcial 66vem^ 
laient. He rejected the' ^al^aope of Barras,. therefore, 
evi^n when, abandonisg hia^ own plan^ the Direetor 



Digitized 



by Google 



KAPOLEOH B90NAPARTE. 169 

oikred to concur in any whkh Napoleon might dic- 
tate. 

A union wiUi Sieyes^ and the party whom he in<^ 
fluenced, promiied gremter advantages. Under thiii 
speculative politidan were united for the time all 
who^ though differing in other pdnts^ joined in de-< 
siring a final change from a revolutionary to a mo- 
derate and efficient government, bearing something 
of a monarchical character. Th^ number tien- 
d«r^ this party powerful. In the Directory it was 
espoused by Bieyes and Ducos ; it possessed a large 
minority in the Council of Ancients, and a respects. 
able minority in that of the Five Hundred. The 
greyer part of the middling classes throughout 
France^ embraced with more or less zeal the princi- 
ples of moderation ; and agreed, that an executive 
government of some strength, was necessary to save 
them from the evils of combined revolutionary move** 
ments. Though the power of the Moderates was 
great, yet their subsequent objects, in case of sue-* 
cess, were various.. Thus Buonaparte saw himsdtf 
encouraged to hope (or victory over the existing 
government and the Republicans, by the united 
strength of the Moderates of every class, whilst their 
difference in opinion concerning the ultimate mea- 
sures to be adopted, afforded him the best c^por^ 
tunity ci advancing, during the ccMnpetiticm, his own 
pretensions to the larger share of the spoil. 
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> 
Napoleon comoittDiosted acc(H*dingly with Sieyei^> 
upon the understanding that he was to be raised 
to the priticipal administration of affairs; that the 
constitution of the year Three, which be himwlf 
had once pronounced ** the masterpiece of legidation,^ 
whidi had abolished the errors of eighteen centuries^'* 
was entirely to be done away ; and that a constito. 
tion was to be adopted in its steady of whi(th he knew 
nothing more, Uian that it was ready drawn up, and 
ky in. the portfolb of Sieyes. No doubt, the Gene- 
ral mentally reserved the right of altering a»d ad^ 
justing it as it should best suit his own Tiews, — a right 
which he fmled not to exercise to a serious extent. 
When these great preliminaries had been adjusted^ 
it was agreed that it should be executed between thd 
15th and 20ib Brumaire, 

In the interim, several men of influence c^ botfar 
councils were admitted into the secret. Talleyrand^ 
who bad been deprived of office by the influence <^ 
'the Republicans,. l»'ought his talents to the aid of 
Buonaparte. Foqche, according to Napcieon, wsfi^ 
t^ consulted— the Memoirs which bear his name^ 
aver the contrary — it is certain, that in his import 
tant capacity of minister of police, he acted in Boo-^ 
naparte's favour during the Revolution. Some lead-' 
ing members of both legislative bodies "wete cautions^ 
ly intrusted with what was going forward, and others 
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Were g^oeraUy adviMd to hfoid themselves io readU 
nesa^for a gr^it moTemeat. 

A sufficient military force was next to be provi«t 
ded ; and this was not difficult, for the reputation <^ 
Buonaparte ensured the conspirators unlimited in^' 
flueoce among the soldiery^ Three regiments of dx9h 
gooos vere enthusiastically petkioning the honour of 
being tetieirad by Napoleon. The adhei?ence ctf thaw 
troops might be counted upon. The officers of thcr 
ganoson of Park were deoroos to pay th^r rei^)ectii 
tahun ; an were the fortj ac^utants of the National 
GtMUPd, whom he himself had appointed when g^m»- 
ral of the troops in the int^or. Many other h&t 
eer% as well reduced as holding commissions, desired) 
tx> see the oeldnrated General, that they might exf»resa 
their devotion to his person, and adherence to his 
fiortuDtfs* All these introductions had been artfully 
postpoDfid. 

Two men of more renowned name, Moreau and. 
Macdonakd^ had mack tenders of service to Buona- 
parte. These both feivoured the moderate party, asA 
bpd np smpkion of the ultimate design of Napdeon, 
or tfte final EBsnlt of his undertaking. 

A final resolution on 15th Brumaire cfetetmined 
the 18dtL (9tb Noarembor) for the great attempt*— an 
ialer^sal was. necessary, but the risk of discovery and 
antieipaAiott nude it desiri^ie that it should be a& 
sbon al pofittble. The secret was well kept; yet be-^. 
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. ing unavoidably intrusted to many persons, som^ 
floating and vague rumours did get abroad, and gave 
Ml alarm to the parties concerned. 

Meanwhile, all the generals and officers whom we 
have named, were invited to repair to Napoleon^s 
bouse at six o'clock on the morning of the 18th Bru- 
maire, and the three regiments of cavalry already 
mentioned were appointed to be ready mid mounted 
in the Champs Elysees, to receive the honour of 
beii^ reviewed by Buonaparte, according to tbeir 
petition. As an excuse for assigning so unusual an 
hour of rendezvous, it is said that the General 
was obliged to set out upon a journey. Many offi* 
cers, however, understood or guessed what was to be 
donie, and came armed with pistols as wdl as with 
swords. Some were williout such information or 
presentiment. Le Febvre, the commandant of the 
guard of the Representative Bodies, suf^sed to be 
devoted to the Directory; had only received an invi- 
tation to attend this military assembly on the prece- 
ding midnight Bemadotte, unacquainted with the 
project, and attached to the Republican faction, was, 
however, brought to Buonaparte^s. house by his bro« 
ther Joseph. 

The surprise of some, and the anxious curiosity 
of all, may be supposed, when they found a military 
levee so numerous and so Indlliant ass^nUed at a 
house inc^iable of contaiiyiig half of them. Buona- 
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parte was obliged to receive them in the open air; 
Ijesmug them thus assembled, and waiting their ctie 
to enter on the stage, let us trace the political ma« 
noeuvres from which the military were to take the 
signal for action. '^ > 

Early as Buonaparte's levee had taken place, the 
Council of Ancients, secretly and hastily assem-* 
bled, had met still earlier. The ears of all were 
filled by a report, generally circulated, that, the Re-: 
publican party had formed a daring plan for giving 
a new popular impulse to the government. It was 
said, that the resolution was taken at the Hotel de 
Salm, amongst the party who still adopted the prin^ 
dples of the old Jacobins, to connect the two Repre- 
sentative bodies into one National Assembly, and in^ 
vest the powers of government in a Committee of 
Public Sleety, after the model of what was called the* 
Reign of Tenror. Circulated hastily, and with such 
addition to the tale as rumours speedily acquire, the 
mind of the Council of Ancients was agitated with 
much fear and anxiety. Cornudet, Lebrun, and 
Fargues, made glowing speeches to the Assembly, 
in which the. terror that their language inqnred 
was rendered greater by the mysterious and indefi- 
nite manner in which they expressed themselves. 
They spoke of personal danger— of bemg overawed 
in- their deliberation&— of the &11 of liberty, and* 
of the approaching destruction of the Republia 
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*> You have but aa instant to save France^^ iakt 
Cornudet ; << permit it to pass away, and the eoun* 
try will be a mere carcase, disputed by the vultures, 
whose prey it must become/^ Though the thastge 
of conspracy was not distinctly d^ned, the mea^ 
sures recommended to defeat it ware sufficiently de- 
ciaiye. 

By the lOSd, 108d, and 104rth articicB of the Coti^ 
stitution, it was provided that the Council of An* 
dents might, if they saw it expedient, alter the plaoe 
where the L^slative Bodies met, and convoke them 
dsewhare; a provision designed doubtkus to |»^veBt 
the exercise of that compulsion, which the ParisiasS 
had at one time assumed over the National AssemUy 
and C(Hivention. This power the Couaoil ef AncientB 
itow exercised. By one edict the sittinge of the two 
councils were removed to St Cloud ; by another, the 
Council ddegated to General Buonaparte full power 
to see this measure carried into effect^ and vested him 
for that purpose with the military coidmaixl . of the 
department. A state messei^r was sent to oommu*^ 
nicate to the General these important measures, and 
require his presence in the Council of Ancients ; and 
this wias the criud wfaidi he had so £inxiduriy ex# 
petted. 

A few words deternmied the numerous body of 
dSeers^ by whom the mess^ciger {aaod him surround* 
ed, to eqneur with him without scruple. Even G<Aer^ 
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Le Febvre, who oomihaBded the guard of the Legist 
lative Bodies, declared bis adhesion to fiuonaparte. 
' The Direotory bad not even yet taken the alarm. 
Two of them, indeed, Sieyes and Ducos, being in 
the secret 4>f tl^ consfuraey, were ab'eady at the 
TuiUeiies^ to secood the moTement which Was prei- 
paring. It is said that Barras had seen them pass itt 
Ibe mornuig, and -as they w^e both mounted, had 
been mach amused with the awkward horsemandiip 
of Si^yes. He little guessed on what expedition he 
was bound. 

When Buonaparte sallied forth on horseback, and 
at the head of such a gallant cavalcade of officers, his 
first movement was to assume the command c^ the 
three regiments of cavalry, already drawn up in th6 
Champs Elyse^ and to lead them to the Tuilleries^ 
«faere the Council of Ancients expected him. He 
^itcEed tbor HaH, surimmded by his military stafiP, 
and by those other generals, whose name carried the 
wemory of so many viet<nies. <* You are the wisdom 
fif the nation,^ he sud to the Council. ^< I come, sur*^ 
rdimded by the g^oerab of the Republic, to promise 
you thefar support. I name Le Febvre my lieutenant. 
Let us not lose timci looking for precedents. Nothing 
in Ustory e^rer resen^kd the end oi the eighteenth 
century-r^nothiRg in the eighteenth century resiiem- 
ULod this moment Your wisdom has devised the ne- 
cessary meastnre, our arma shidl put it into exeeotioti.^ 
He announced to the military the will of the Coun- 
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cily and the ooauMnd with which they had.iatntsl«I 
him ; aod it waa received with kmd shouts. 

In the meanwhile the three Directors, Barras, Gio- 
hier^ and Moulins, who were not in the secret <^ die 
morning, began too late to take tbeahHm. : MouUns 
proposed to said a battalion to surround the house 
of Buonaparte, and make prisoner the Gbenera), and 
whomsoever else they found there. But they had no 
loi^r the .least influeiice over the soUljery, aikLfaed 
the mortificati(»i to. see their own personalguard, when 
summoned by an aid-de-camp of Buonaparte^ mm%fa 
away to join the forces which he commanded, and 
leave them defenceless* 

Barras sent his secretary, Bottot, to expostulate 
with Buonaparte. The General recdved lum with 
great haughtiness, and publicly^ befbtealarge group 
of officers and soldiers, upbraided him with the re^ 
verses of the country ; not in the tone of an ordinaiy 
citizen, ppiisessing but his own individualinterest jn 
the.fate of a great nation, but like a princ^ who, re- 
turning from a distant expedition, finds that in. his 
absence his deputies have abused th^ trust, aad 
misruled his dominions. ^^ What have you dDiie»^ 
he said, ^^ for that fine France, which I kit you ia 
such a brilliimt conditUMi ? I kft you peace, I haiw 
found w«uf^-I left you the wealth of Italy, I faftve 
fovnd tafiation and misery. Where lure the faundeed 
thousiind Frenchmen whom I have known t-y^sH of 
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thein »y compahfons in glory ?—*TIiey are dead.'^ 
It was plain, tlmt ev«n now, when bis enferprise waff 
bttt commenced, Buom^Murte had already assumed 
thattone^ wbieh seemed to accimnt every one answer- 
abk tobim for deficiencies in the public service, and^ 
I» faimai^ req[)onsiUe to no on& * . 
« JSarms^ owrWhehned and stunned, imd afraid, per. 
baps, of iiapeoebmentlbr his alleged peculations, be- 
ImA die couri^ wlueh he was once supposed to pos- 
sesB^ and submitted/in the most d>jeci terms, to the 
v^l c^ the victor. He santin his resignation, in whtch 
be atate%' ^^ that the weal of the Republic, and bis zeal 
tor liberty alone, could have ever induced him to un- 
dortake the burden of a public office; and that, see- 
ii^ the destimes of the Republic were now in the cus- 
tpdy of her youthful and invindble General^ he gldd^ 
ly redgned his authority.^ He left Paris for his 
cDButry seat, accompanied by a guard of cavalry, 
wliic^ fiucMiaparte ordered to attend him, as much 
perhaps to watch his motions as to do him honour, 
tb€»ugh ^e last was the osteni^ble reason. His col- 
leagues, Gohier and Koulins, also resigned their c^- 
fioe ; Sieyes and Ducos had i^ready set the examjde i 
and thus, the whole Constitutional Executive Coun- 
cil was disscdved, while the real power was viested in 
Buonaparte's single person. Cambaceresi minister 
of justioe,Fouche, minister of poUce, with all the rest 
of the administration, acknowledged his authority ac- 
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oordingly ; and he was thus placed in fall possesdoo 
as well of the civil as of the military power. 

The Council of Five Hundred, or rather the re- 
publican majority of that body, showed a more stub- 
bom temper ; and if, instead of resigning, • Barras; 
Grohier, and Moultns, had united themselves to its, 
leaders, they might perhaps have given trouble to 
Buonaparte, successful as he had hitherto been. 

This hostile Council only met at ten o-clock on 
that memorable day, when they received, to their 
surprise, the message, intimating that the Council 
of Ancients had changed the place of meeting from 
Paris to St Cloud ; and thus removed their debates^ 
from the neighbourhood of the populace, over whcnn 
the old Jacobinical principles might have retained in^ 
fluence. The laws as they stood afforded the young 
Coundl no means oC evading compliance, and they, 
accordingly adjourned to meet the next day at St 
Cloud, with unabated resolution ta maintain the de- 
mocratical part of the constitution. They separated 
amid shouts of << Long live the Republic and the 
Constitution !^ which were echoed by the galleries. 
The trkotetises/^ and other more zealous attendants ' 



* The women of lower rank who attended the debates of the Gban- 
cil, plying the task of knitting while th^ listened to pditics, wer& 
so denominated. Th^ were always zealous democrats, and mig^ 
claim in one sense Shakspeare's description of 

'^ Tht free maids, who weave their thread with bones.^*' 
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on their debates, resolved to transfer themselres to St 
Cloud also, and appeared there in considerable num. 
bers on the ensuing day, when it was evident the en^ 
terprise of Sieyes and of Buonaparte must be dther 
perfected or abandoned. 

The ccmtending parties held counsel all the even- 
ing, and deep into the night, to prepare for the final 
contest cm (be morrow. Sieyes advised that forty 
leaders of the opposition should be arrested ; but 
Buonaparte esteemed himself strong enough to ob- 
tain a decisive victory, without resorting to any such 
obnoxious violence. They adjusted their plan of 
<q)erations in hoth Councils, and agreed that the go- 
vernment to be established should be provisionally 
intrusted to three Consuls, Buonaparte, Sieyes, and 
Ducos. Proper arrangements were made c^ the 
armed force at St Cloud; and the command was 
confided to the zeal and fidelity of Murat. Buona- 
parte used some interest to prevent Bemadotte, Jour- 
dan, and Augereau, from attending at St Cloud the 
next day, as he did not expect them to take his part 
in the approaching crisis. The last of these seemed 
rather hurt at the want of confidence which this cau- 
tion in^lied, and said, <^ What, general ! dare you 
not trust your own little Augereau ?" He went to 
St Cloud accordingly. 

Some preparations were necessary to put the palace 
of St Cloud in order, to receive the two Councils ; 
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the Orangerie being assigned to the Council ci Five 
Hundred ; the Gallery of Mars to that of the An« 
pents. 

. In the Council of Ancients, the Moderns, having 
the majority, were prepared to, carry forward and 
complete their measures for a change of government 
and constitution. But the minority, having rallied 
after the surprise of the preceding day, were neither 
sil€9itnor passive. The Commission of Inspectors, 
wiiose duty it was to convene the Council, were in- 
culpated severely for having omitted to give informal 
tion to several leading members of the minority, of 
the extraordinary convocation which took place at 
such an unwonted hour on the morning preceding. 
The propriety, nay the legality, of the transference of 
the liegislatiye Bodies to St Cloud, was also chal- 
lenged. A sharp debate took place, which was ter- 
Ininated by the appearai^ce of Napoleon, who enter^ 
&d the hall, and harangfied the members by permis- 
sion of the president. " Citizens,"" said he, " you 
are placed upon a volcano. Let me tell you the 
truth with the fraoknass of a soldier. Citizens, I 
was remaining tranquil with my family, when the 
commands of the Council of Ancients called me to 
arms. I cdlected my Brave military companions, and 
brought forward the arms of the country in <jbedience 
to you who are the head. We are rewarded with 
calumny — they compare me to Cromwell — to Caesar. 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 181 

Had i desired to usurp the supreme authority, I 
have had opportunities to do so before pow. But I 
swear to you the. <^untry h^ not a more disinterest- 
ed patriot We are surrounded by dangers and by 
civil war. Let us not hazard the loss of those ad*- 
vantages for which we have made $uch sacrifices — 
Liberty and Equality." 

" And the Constitution !" exclaimed Linglet, 9 de- 
mocratic member, interrupting a speech which seeip^ 
ed to be designedly vague and inexplicit. 

^* The Constitution !" answered Buonaparte, giving 
way to a more natural expression 0/ his feelings, and 
avowing his object more clearly than he had yet dared 
to do — ** It was violated on the 18th Fructidor — ' 
violated on the %2d Floresfcl — violated on the 30th 
Prairial. All parties have invoked it — all have dis* 
regarded it in turn. It can be no longer a means of 
safety to any one, since it obtains the respect of no 
one. Since we cannot preserve the Constitution, let 
us at least save Liberty and Equality, the foUhda-'* 
tions on which it is erected-^ He went on in the siatne 
strain to assure them, that for the safety of the Re- 
public he relied only on the wisdom and power of the^ 
Council of Anciepts, since in the Council of Pire' 
Hundred were found those men who desired to brirtg- 
back the Convention, with its revolutiont^ry commit- 
tees, its scaffolds, its popular insurrections. " But 
I,^ he said, << will save yQU from such horrors — I and 
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my brave comrades at arms, whose swcnrds and caps 
I see at the door of the hall ; and if any hired ora- 
tor shall talk (^ outlawry, I will appeal to the valour 
of my comrades, with whom I have fought and con- 
quered for liberty.'' 

The Assembly invited the General to detail the 
particulars of the OHispracy to which he had alluded, 
but he confined himself to a reference to the testimo- 
ny of Sieyes and Ducos ; and again reiterating that 
the Constitution could not save the country, and in- 
viting the Council of Ancients to adopt some course 
which might endble them to do so, he left them, amid 
cries of " Vive Buonaparte !" loudly echoed by the 
military in the court-yard, to try the efiect of his 
eloquence on the more unmanageable Council of 
Five Hundred. 

The deputies of the younger Council having found 
the place designed for their meeting filled with work- 
men, were for some time in a situation which seemed 
to resemble the predicament of the National Assenu 
bly at Versailles, when they took refuge in a tennis- 
court. The recollection was of such a nature as in- 
flamed and animated their resolution, and they en- 
tered the Orangerie, when at length admitted, in 
no good humour with the Council of Ancients, or 
with Buonaparte, Proposals of accommodation had 
been drculated among them ineffectually. They 
would have admitted Buonaparte into the Directory, 
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but refosed to consent to any radical change in the 
oonstitudon of the year Three. 

The debate of the day, remarkable as the last in 
which the Republican party enjoyed the full freedom 
of speech in France^ was opened on 19th Brumaire, 
at two o\Jock, Lucien Buonaparte being pre^dent. 
Gaudin, a member of the moderate party, b^an by 
moving, that a committee of seven members should 
be fcmned, to report upon the state of the RepubKc ; 
and that measures should be taken for opening a cor- 
respondence wiUi tl^ Council of Andents. He was 
interrupted by excliunations and clamour on the part 
of the majority. 

" The Ccmstitution ! The Constitution or Death T 
was echoed and re-echoed on every side. ** Bayo- 
nets frighten us not,'' said Delbrel ; " we are free 
men. 

<* Down with the Dictatorship — ^no Dictators r 
cried other memb^^. 

Lucien in vain endeavoured to restore order. 
Gaudin was dragged from the tribune ; the voice of 
other Moderates was overpowered by clamour—never 
had the party of democracy shown itself fiercer or 
more tenadous than when about to receive the deatli- 
blow. 

<< Let us swear to preserve the Constitution of the 
year Thr^ T exclaimed Delbrel ; and the applause 
which followed the proposition was so general, that 
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it silenced all recistim^ Even the members of tli€ 
moderate party — ^Day,.even Luciea Buonaparte faiau 
«elf-r-we^e compelkd to take the oath c^ 'fid^ty to 
the Constitution, which he and they were leagued to 
destroy. 

« The oath you have just taken,'^ said Bigonn^, 
<< will occupy a {dace in the annals of history, beside 
the celdimited vow taken in the tennis^btirt* The 
pne Was the foundation of liberty, the dth^- sbaU 
consolidate the structure.^ In the vtAdst of this JEnr* 
mentation, the letter containing the resigiMUkm of 
Barras was read, and received with marks of ooa^ 
tempt, as the act of a soldier deserting his post a 
th^ time of ^^mger. The modd^ate party seemed 
mlenced, overpowered, and on the point of coalescing 
Willi the, great majority of the CoancU, when the 
clash of arms was heard at the entrance of the apart- 
ment. All eyes were turned to that quarter. Bay- 
onets, drawn sabres, the plumed hats of general offi- 
cers and dds^e-can^, rand the caps of greiiadiers, 
were visible without, while Niqnileon entered :tbe 
Orangerie, attend^ by four gr^adiers belonging .to 
the constitutional gilard of the Councils. The sol- 
dier^ remain^ at the bottom df the hail, while 'he ad- 
vanced, with a measured step and uncovered, about 
pne-third up the room. 

He was re<^ved with loud murmurs. «< What) 
drawn weapons, armed men, spldiers in the sandu* 
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ary of -the laws T exdaimed the members^ whose ooo- 
rage seemed to rise i^nst the display of force with 
which they were menaced. All the deputies arose^ 
some rushed on Biionaparte, and sdzed him by the 
collar ; others called out — <* Outlawry— outlawry^-i. 
let him be prciclaiined a traitor! It is Bsad that 
Arena, a native of Cornea like himself, aimed a dag- 
ger at his breast, which was only averted by the in^ 
terposition of one of the grenadiers.' The fact i^ieems 
extremely doubtful, though it is certain that Buona- 
parte was seized by two or. three members, while 
4)thers exdaimed, <^ Was it for this you gained so 
-aumy'lrictorieaP^ and loaded him with reproadies. 
At this crisis -a party of grenadiers ru^ed into the 
hall with dra¥m swords, and extricating Buonaparte 
£eam the deputies, bore him off in their arms breath- 
less with the scuffle. 

It was probably at this crisis that Augereau's 
faith in his ancient general's fortune began to totter, 
and his revolutionary principles to gain an ascend- 
an^ over his military devotion. << A fine situation 
you have brought yourself into,^ he said to Buona- 
parte, who answered sternly, << Augereau, things 
were worse at Areola — ^Take my advice— ^-emain 
quiet, in a short time all this will change." Aug&. 
reau, whose active assistance and co-operation might 
have been at this critical period of the greatest con- 
sequence to th^ Council, took the hint» and continued 
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passive.* Jourdan and Bernadotte, who were ready 
to act on the popular nde, had the soldiers shown 
the least he»tation in yielding obedience to Buona- 
parte, perceived no c^pening of which to avail th^n. 
selves. 

The Council remained in the highest state of 
commotion, the general voice accusing Buonaparte 
of having usurped the supreme authority, calling 
for a sentence of outlawry, or demanding that he 
should be brought to the bar. << Can you ask me to 
put the outlawry of my own brother to the vote?^ 
said Lucien. But this appeal to his perscmal situa- 
tion and feelings made no impression upon the As- 
sembly, who continued clamorously to demand the 
question. At length Lucien flung on the desk his 
hat, scarf, and other parts of his official dress. << Let 



* The Moniteur is anxious to exculpate Augereau from having 
taken any part in favour of the routed party on the 19th Brumaire. 
That officer, it says, did not join in the general oath of fidelity to 
the Constitution of the year Three. The same official paper adds, 
that on the evening of the 19th, being invited by some of the lead- 
ing persons of the democratic faction, to take the militaiy command 
of their partizans, he had asked them by way of reply, '^ TVhether 
they supposed he would tarnish the reputation he had acquired in 
the army, by taking command of wretches like them ?*' Angenao, 
it may be remembered, was the general who was sent by Buonaparte 
to Paris to act as military chief on the part of the Directory, in the 
revolution of the 18th Fructidor, in which the soldieiy had will, 
ingly followed him. Buonaparte was probably well pleased to ' 
keep a man of his military reputation and resolved character out of 
th0*eombat if possible. 
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me be rather h^ard/^ he said, <^ as the advocate of 
him whom you falsdy and rashly accuse.^ But hia 
request only added to the tumult. At this moment 
a small body of grenadiers, sent by Napoleon to his 
brother^s assistance, marched into the hall. 

They were at first received with applause; for 
the Council, accustomed to see the triumph of demo- 
cratical opinions among the military, did not doubt 
that they were deserting their general to range them- 
selves on the side of the deputies. Their appearance 
was but momentary — ^they instantly left the hall, 
carrying Lucien in the centre of the detachment. 

Matters were now come to extremity on either 
side. The Council, thrown into the greatest disor- 
der by these repeated military incursions, remained 
in violent agitation, furious against Buonaparte, but 
without the calmness necessary to adopt decisive 
measures. 

Meantime, the sight of Napoleon, almost breath- 
less, and bearing marks of personal violence, excited 
to the highest the indignaUon of the military. In 
broken words he told them, that when he wished to 
show them the road to lead the country to victory 
and fame, " they had answered him with daggers." 

Cries of resentment arose from the soldiery, atfg. 
mented-when the party sent to extricate the Presi- 
dent brought him to the ranks as to a sanctuary. 
Lucien, who seconded his brother admirably, or 
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rather who led the way in this perilous adventure, 
mounted on horseback instantly^ and called out, in a 
Toice naturally deep and sonorous, << General, and 
you, soldiers ! The President of the Coundl of Piv6 
Hundred proclaims to you, that factious men, with 
drawn daggers, have interrupted the deliberations of 
the Assembly — He authorises you to employ force 
against these disturbers — The Assembly of Piv^ 
Hundred is dissolved !" 

Murat, deputed by Buonaparte to Execute tb^ 
commands of Lucien, entered the Orangerie >tith 
drums beating, at the head of a detachment witb 
fixed bayonets. He summoned the deputies to dis- 
perse on their peril, while an officer of the constitu^ 
tional guard called out, he could be no longer* an- 
swerable for their safety. Cries of fear became uoW 
mingled with vociferations of rage, ^xecraticms of 
abhorrence, and shouts of Vive la RepubUqtte. Ai* 
officer then mounted the President'ls seat, and sum- 
moned the representatives to retire. " The General,"- 
SMd he, ** has given onlers.'' 

^ome of the deputies and spectators began now to 
leave the ha)l ; the greater part continued firm, and 
sustained the shouts by which they reprobated this 
military intrusion. The drums at length struck up, 
and drowned further remonstrance. 

« Forward, grenadiers,^ said the officer who com^ 
mtod^d the party. They levelled their mu^et% 
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l^Bd'adviueiced as if to the charge. The deputies 
ffei?m hith^i^ to have retained a lingering hc^ that 
their ^rsons would be regarded .'as inTKdable. They 
Xko\if fled oU all sides, txiosi of them jumping fmm th^ 
,witidow^ of the: Orangerie, and leaving behind them 
their official dips, scarfs, and gowns. In a very few 
minutes the apartments were ientirelj dear ; and thus, 
fufnishing, at its conclusiob, a striking parallel to 
^he sceile which ended the Xiong Parliament of 
Charles the FirsCs time, terminated the last demo- 
cratieal assemUy of France* 

Buonaparte affirms, thatone of the general officers 
4h his suite offered to take the command of fifty men, 
«nd place them in ambush to fire on the deputies in 
their flight, which he wisely declined as a useless and 
^atuitous Cruelty. 

': The result of these violent and extraordinary 
mcfasures was intimated to the Council of Ancients ; 
'the immediate cause of the expulsion of the Five 
Hundred being, referred to the alleged violence on 
the persod of Buonaparte, which was said by one 
member to have been committed by Arena, while 
imother exaggerated the charge, by asserting that it 
^as oflered in consequence of Bilonaparte^s havmg 
made disclosure of some mal-practices of the Corsi- 
can deputy while in Italy. The Moniteur soon after 
impK>ved this story of Arena and his single po- 
niard, into a party consisting of Arena,. Marquezzi, 
and other deputies, armed with pistols and dagger^ 
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At other times, BuonaJMurte was said to have been 
wounded, which certainly was not the case. The 
effect of the example of Brutus upon a r^ublican, 
and an Italian to boot, might render the conduct 
ascribed to Arena credible enough ; but the exist* 
ence of a party armed with pocket-pistds and dag- 
gers, for the purpose of opposing regular troops, is 
too ridiculous to be believed. Arena published a 
denial of the attempt; and among the numbers who 
witnessed the scene no proof was ever appealed to, 
save the real evidence of a dagger found on the fiooCf 
and the torn sleeve of a grenadier^s coat, circum- 
stances which might be accounted for many ways. 
But having served at the time as a popular apology 
for the strong measures which had been adopted, the 
rumour was not allowed to fall asleep. Thome, the 
grenadier, was declared to have merited well of 
his country by the Legislative Body, entertained at 
dinner by the Greneral, and rewarded with a salute 
and a valuable Jewel by Josephine. Other reports 
were put in circulation concerning the violent pur^- 
poses of the Jacobins. It was said the ancient re- 
volutionist, Santerre, was setting a popular move- 
ment on foot, in the Fauxbourg Saint Antoine, and 
that Buonaparte, through the Ex-Director Moulins, 
had cauticmed him against proceeding in his purpose^ 
declaring, that if he did, he would have him shot by 
martial law. 
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But the truth is, that although there can be no 
doubt that the popular party entertained a full pur. 
pose of revolutionizing the government anew, and re- 
storing its republican character, yet they wereantici^ 
pated and surprised by the movement of the 18th and 
19th Brumaire, which could not, therefore, in strict 
language, be justified as a defensive measure. Its 
excuse must rest on the proposition which seems 
undoubted, that affairs were come to such extremity 
that a contest was unavoidable, and that therefore it 
was necessary for the moderate party to take the ad. 
vantage of the first blow, though they exposed them- 
selves in doing so to the reproach of being called the 
aggi'essors in the contest. 

The Council of Ancients had expressed some 
alarm and anxiety about the employment of military 
force against the other branch of the constitutional 
representation. But Lucien Buonaparte, having 
succeeded in rallying around him about a hundred of 
the Council of the Juniors, assumed the character 
and office of that Legislative Body, now effectually 
purged of all the dissidents, and, as President of 
the Five Hundred, gave to the Council of Ancients 
such an explanation, as they, nothing loath to be 
convinced, admitted to be satisfactory. Both Coun- 
cils then adjourned till the 19th February 1800, after 
each had devolved their powers upon a committee of 
twenty-five persons, who were instructed to prepiflre 
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a ^vil code agftinst the meeting of the L^idative 
Bodied A provisional consular government was ap.^ 
pcMnted, conristing of BuonafMurte, Sieyes, and Roger 
Doom. x 

The victory, therefore, of the 18th and 19tb Bru. 
ipaire, was, by dint of sword and bayonet, com|deteiy 
secured. It remuned for the ooriquerbrs to consider 
the uses wh\ch were tp be made of it. 
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CHAPTEH Vli. 

^fictt itf the Victory of the 19ih and l^tk BrumMre^^-^imoncH 
of the New Cotuulate,-~^BeneJicial change in the Finaneei^mmmLam 
of Hostages repealed — Religious Liberty attotoed, — Improvemente 
in the War Department, — Submission of the Chouans, and Paci^ 
fUmtion of La Vendee,.~^Atcendency of Napoleon in ihe Conm* 
knt. — iHsappointment of the Abbe Sieyes-^^^otnmittee Jbrmed to 
consider Sieyes* Plan of a Constitution-^Adopted inpart^^Jbuirtm 
jected in essentials. — A new one adopted^ monarchical in everything 
but form, — Sieyes retires from public life on a pension,^~Generat 
view of the hew Consular form of Government, — Desp&tic Power 
of the Pirit Consul^Refieetione oH BuonitparU^e Conduct npom 
this Qceation, 

Thb victory obtained over the IMrectory and the 
democrats, upon the 18th and 19th Brumaire, was 
genarally acceptable to the French nation. The fe^ 
yendi desire of libei^y, which had been the charac- 
terise of all descriptions of persons in the year 
179^9 was quenched by the blood shed during the 
Keign of Terror ; and even just and liberal ideas of 
freedom had so far fallen into disr^ute, from their 

VOL. IV, N 
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reBemblanoe to those whidi had been used as a pre- 
text for the disgusting cruelties perpetrated at that 
terrible period, that they excited from association a 
kind of loathing as well as dread. The great mass 
of the nation sought no longer guarantees for meta- 
physical rights, but, broken down by suffering, desi- 
red repose, and were willing to submit to any goyem- 
ment which promised to secure to them the ordinary 
benefits of civilization. 

' Buoliaparte and Sieyes,— *fbr, though only during 
k brief space, they may still be regarded as joint au- 
thorities, — were enabled to profit by this general ac- 
q^j\^%C4^ce, in many important particulars. It put it 
in th^r^ power to diq)ense with the necessity of pur- 
sbFihg and crushing their scattered adversaries; and 
the French saw a revolution effected in. their sys- 
tem, and that by military force, in which not a 
df^ of blood was spilt. Yet, ^ had been the ter- 
mination of most recent revolutions, lists of pro- 
scription were prepared ; and without previous trial 
dr l^al sentence, fifty-nine of those who had chief- 
ly opposed the new Consulate on the 18th and^ 
19th Brumaire were condemned to deportation by 
the sole fiat of the Consuls. Skye& is si»d to haver 
suggested this unjust and arbitrary measure, which, 
bearkig a colour of revenge and persecution, wa» 
highly unpopular. It was not carried into execu- 
tion. Exceptions were at first made in favour of such: 
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of the condemned persons as showed tbemsdves dis^ 
posed to be tractable ; and at length the sentence was 
altogether dispensed with, and the more obnoxious^ 
parti2ans of democracy were only placed oiider the su- 
perintendence of the police. This conduct showed at 
once conscious strength, and a spirit of clemency, than 
which no attributes can contribute more to the popu- 
larity of a new government ; since the s][nrit of the 
opposition, deprived of hope of success, and yet not 
urged ]on by despair of personal safety, gradually be* 
comes disposed to sink into acquiescence. The de- 
mocrats, or, as they wctc now termed, the anarchists, 
became intimidated, or cooled in their zeal ; and only^ 
a few of the more enthusiastic continued yet to avow- 
those principles, to breathe the least doubt of whidi 
had been, within but a few months, a crime worthy 
of death. 

Other and most important decrees were adc^ted 
by the Consuls, tending to lighten the burdens which^ 
their predecessors had imposed on the nation, and* 
which had rendered their govemnrent so unpopular. 
Two of the most oppressive measures of the M*- 
riectors were repealed without delay. 

Hie first referred to the finances, which were 
found in a state of ruinous exhaustion, and were 
dnly maintained by a system of compulsory and pro- 
gressive Ibans, according to rates of assesstnent on 
Ae property of the citizens. The new miiii«tW 0f 
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imioe» Gaudto, would not even go to bed, or ske^ 
ik mof^ Di^^t, until he \md produced a substitute 
lior this ruinous resource, for which be levied mii 
addidooal rise of twenty-five per cent, on^ all ck>ntri- 
birtions, direct and indirect, which produced a large 
sum.- He catried order land regluarity into all the 
depiPtments of finance, improved the coUecUon -and 
inoome <^ die fands of the Republic, and in^ired-sD- 
much confidence by the moderation and success of 
his measures, that credit began to revive, and several 
loans were attained on easy terms. 

The repeals of the law of hostages was a ttieasure 
equally popular. This cruel and unreasonable enact- 
ment, whidi rendered the aged and weak, unprotect- 
ed females, and helpless children of emigrants, or 
imned royalists, responsible for the actions of their 
relatives, was immediately mitigated. Couriers were 
dispatched to open the prisons ; and this act of jus- 
tice and humanity was bailed as a pledge of returning, 
moderation and liberality.. 

Important measures, were also taken for- trancyjil- 
Kidng Uie religious discord by which the country 
had been so long agitated. Buonaparte, who had 
latdy professed himself more than half persuaded of 
the truth of Mahommed^s misMon, became now— 
sudi Was the decree of Frovidence-^the means o£ 
restoring to France the free exercise of the Chris- 
tian faith; The mummery ofReveiUiere LepauxV 
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• lieathenism was by general consent abandoned. The 
churehes were restored to pufbUc worship ; penaioni 
<were allowed to sudi religious persons as took an 
«atli of fidelity to the government; and more than 
i;wenty thousand clergymen, with whom the prisons 
had been filled, in consequence of intderant laws, 
were set at liberty upon taking the same vow. Pubu 
fie and domestic rites of wordiip in every form were 
tolerated and protected ; and the law of the decades, 
or Theophilanthropic festivals, was abolished. Ev€n 
^ the earthly relics of Pope Pius VI., who had died at 
Valence, and in exile, were not neglected, but reed- 
^*ed, singular to relate, the rites of sepulture Mth the 
^solemnity due to his high office, by command of Buo- 
naparte, who had first shaken the Papal authority ; 
^uid in dcnng so, as he boasted in his Egyptian im>- 
clamations, had destroyed the emblem of Christian 
worship. 

The part taken by Cambacere$, the Minister of 
Justice, in the revolution of Brummre, had been 
agreeable to fiuonaparte; and his moderation now 
side^ him in the lenient measures which he had 
determined to adopt. He was a good lawyer, and 
a man of sense and information, and under his ad- 
ministration means were taken to relax the oppres- 
tsive severity of the laws against the emigrants. Nine 
of them, noblemen of the most ancient families in 
F^^ce, had been thrown on the coast near Caiab by 
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.fh^wreek^aiid' the Dijreetart bad meditated brii^;iB|g 
. to iiM thoie wbom Um winds and wa?ai had ipur^ 
,MB falling imder the . daas of emigrants returned to 
.fiance without permimoa, a^nst whom the laws 
, denounced jthepenaky of death. Buonaparte more 
liberally consideDed theiir bei)^ found within the pro- 
hibited territory, as an aott.not of volition^ but of i^- 
. evitable necessity, and they were dismissed accord- 
ingly. 

From the same spirit oi politic clemency. La Fi^. 

^ette, Latour Maubourg, and others^ who, althou|^ 

revolutionists, had been expelled from France for 

,.not carrying . their principles of. freedom sufficiently 

high and far, were p^tnitted to return io th^ na- 

.tive country. 

It may be easily believed that the military de- 
,„partment of the state underwent a complete reform 
under the authority of Buonaparte. Dubois deCrance, 
the Minister at War under. the Directcxrs, was re- 
placed by Berthier; and Napoleon gives a strange 
. picture of the incapacity of the former functionary. 
cUe declares he could not furnish a single report of 
r the state of the i^rmy — that he had obtained no re- 
gular returns of the effective strength of the differ- 
ent regiments — that many corps had been formed 
. in the departments, whose very existence was un- 
. known to the minister at war ; and finally, that 
when pressed for reports of the pay, of the victual- 
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Jmg, find of the clothing of the troops^ he hid re- 
plied, that the wur departm^t neither pm'd, doibad, 
nor victu^ed them. Itib maj be exaggerated, lor 
Kiqioleon disliked Diiboia de GranoS ia Ui8^pev!80D|(l 
c^Qvponent; but the imptovident and oorrapt ehkito- 
t^ ci the directorial gDYeminent lebdert the Am^ 
Yerj pirobdble. By the exerttona of Berduer, lieoua- 
loliied to fiilonatpatte'a mode ef anrahgenieiilsy the 
war dqpartin^it soon adopted & very ditifenint faoe of 
aetiTilj. 

The tame department reeeived yet addtttonal' vi- 
gour when the Consuls called to be itfr head the^cdtf- 
brated Camot, who had returned fifom exile, in ooii. 
aequence of the iall of the Direotors. He rem&ined 
in office but a short time, for, being a deitiocr^ iii 
principle, he disapproved pf the personal elevation of 
Buonaparte ; but during the period that he cdatimi^d 
in administration, his services in restoring order in 
the military department, and combining the plans of 
the campaign with Moreau and Boc»iaparte, were of 
the highest importance. 

Napdeon showed no less talent in closing the 
wounds of internal war, than in Ma other ai'rangiiL 
ments. The Chouans, under various chiefs, hili 
disturbed the western provinces ; but the.dedfiair cyf 
pardon, which drove so many midcbntents to thei^ 
sundard, began to subside, and the liberal and dd- 
commodating measures adopted by the new CpiistiUtf 
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.gontanimeiit, mduiped inost to make peiux with Bcu^r 
Jiaparte. This they did die ind% reachty, that many 
of Aem b^ered the Chief CoBSul ibtended by d^ 
Agrees, and when the opportimity offibred, to accom- 
plidi the re^oratbn of the Bourbobs. Many ofthb 
chiefii <^ the Chooans sabmkted to him, and aft<er- 
wards supported his government. ChaUlkm, Suzmi- 
oet» D'Autkhamp, nobles and efaieft of the Royidist 
army^ sulnnitted at Moothioon, and tlMur reocmcilia- 
tion with the government, being admitted on liberal 
terms, wav^sino^rely observed by them. Bemier, rec- 
tor c^ St Lo, who had great influence in La Vend^ 
also n»de his peace, and was afterwards made Bkhop 
of Orleans by Buonaparte, and em^oyed in negodat- 
ingUie Concorde with the F<^. i 

.Count Louis de Frotte, an enterprisiog and higfau 
spirited young nobleman, refused for a long time to 
j^ter into terms with Buonaparte ; so did another ch^F 
of the Cbouans, called George Gadoudal, a peasant of 
the district of MorUhan, raised to the command of his 
counjtrypoi^n, because, with great strength and ckunt- 
less courage, he combined the qualities of enterprise 
and sag^ity. Frotte was betrayed and made parison^ 
in the house of Guidal, commandant at Aien^n, 
whp had pretended friendship to him, and'h«d pro- 
mised to negotiate a favourable treaty on his behalf. 
He and eight or nine of his officers were tried by a 
iniUtfiry commission, and ccmdemned to be shot. They 
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-inarched liand in hand to the place of execution, re- 
*iriained to the last in the same attitude, expressive of 
their partrikmg the same sentiments of devotion to the 
cause in which they sufiered, and died with the utmost 
courage. George Cadoudal, left alone, became un- 
able to support the civil war, and laid down his arms 
for a time. Buonaparte, whose policy it was to unite 
'in the new order of things as many and as various 
"charaeters ars pioslsible, not regarding what parts they 
had fownerly played, provided they now attached^ 
themselves to his person, took great pains to gain over 
' A man so resolute as this daring Breton. He had a 
personal interview with him, which he says George 
-Cadoudal soMcited ; yet why he should have done so 
it is hard to guess, unleiss it were to learn whether 
Buom^arte had any ultimate purpose of serving the 
Bourbon interest; He certainly did not request the 
favour in order to drive any bargain fot himself, 
-Ainoe Buot^aparte frankly admits, that all his pro- 
mises and arguments failed to make any impression 
upon him ; and that he parted with George, profess- 
ing stiil to entertain opinions for which he had foUght 
/so often and so desperately. 

In another instance which happened at this pe- 
riod, Buonaparte boasts of having vindicated the in- 
'£ulted rights of nations. The Senate of Hamburgh 
had delivered up to England Napper Tandy, Black- 
fi^U, and other Irishmen, concerned in the rebellion 
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iriiicfa had laldy wasted Ireland. Buonaparte to<^ 
thb up in a threatening toooi and expounded to their 
tremUing enroy the rights of a.neutral territcHy^ m 
language, upon which the subsequait tr^pedy of the 
Duke d'^Enghien formed a lii^lar commentary. 

While Buonaparte was thus boaied in Idoptit^ 
measures for composite internal discord^ and re- 
newing the wasted resources of the country, those 
discussions wmre at the same time privatdy cariyilig 
forward, which were to determme by n^iom and in 
what way it should be governed. There is littk 
doubt, that when Sieyes undertook the revdution of 
Brumaire, he would have desired for his military aa- 
nstant a very diftrent character from Buraapartt. 
Some general would have best suited him who pos- 
sessed no knowledge beyond that of his profSnsion, 
and whose amotion would have been contented to 
accept such share of power as corresponded to hb 
limited vkws and capacity. The wily priest, how- 
ever, saw, that no other coadjutor save Buonaparte 
could have availed him, after the return of the lat- 
ter from ]^gypt, and was not long of experiencing 
that Napoleon would not be satisfied with anything 
short of the lion^s share of the spoiL 

At the very first meeting of the Consuls, the de- 
fection of Roger Duoos to the nde of Buonapurte 
convinced ^eyes, that he would be unable to sup- 
port those pretensions to the first place in the go- 
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vernmeot^ to which bU friends had eiqpeeted to see 
him elevated. He had reckoned on Ducoe's vote for 
giving him ^e situation of First Consul; but Du- 
cos saw better where the force and talent of the Con- 
sulate must be considered as reposed. ** Gen^ral^^ 
said he to N^poleon^ at the first meeting of the 
Consular body, *< the presidency belimgs to you as a 
matter of right^ Buonaparte took the chair accord- 
ingly as a thing of course. In the course of the de- 
liberaUons, Sieyes had hoped to find that tire Ge- 
neral's ojumons and interference would have b^en 
limited to military affairs; whereas, on the contrary, 
he heard him express distinctly, and support firmly, 
propositions on policy and finance^ religion and 
jurisprudence. He showed, in short, so little occa- 
sipn for an independent coadjutor, that Sieyes ap- 
pears from this, the very first interview, to have 
^ven up all hopes of establishing a separate interest 
of his own, and to have Been that the Revolution 
was frmn that moment ended. On his return home» 
he said to those statesmen with whom he had con- 
sulted and acted preceding the 18th Brumaire, as 
Talleyrand, Boulay, Boederer, Chabanis, &c-— 
** Gentlemen, you have a Master — give yourself np 
farther concern about the affairs of the state — Buo- 
naparte can and will manage them all at his own 
pleasure.*" 
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This declaration must have announced to tho^ 
vho heard it, that the direct and immediate ad van* 
tages proposed by the revolution were test ; that the 
government no longer rested on the popular basis^ 
but that, in a much greater degree than could have 
been said to have been the case during the reign of 
the Bourbons, the whole measures of state must in 
future rest upon the arbitratry pleasure of one man^ 

It was in the meantime necessary that some form of 
government should be established without delay, were 
it only to prevent the meeting of the two Councils, 
who must have resumed their authority, unless su- 
perseded by a new constitution previous to the 19th 
February 1860, to which day they had been pro- 
rogued. As a previous measure, the oath taken hy 
official persons was altered from a direct acknowledge 
ment of the constitution of the year Three, so as to 
express a more general profession of adherence to the 
cause of the French nation. How to salve the wound- 
ed consciences of those who had previously taken the 
oath in its primitive form, no care was used, nor 
tloes any appear to have been thought necessary. 

The three Consuls, ai\d tbe Legislative Com- 
mittees, formed themselves into a general Com- 
mittee, for the purpose of organising a constitution ; 
and Sieyes was invited to submit to them that mo- 
del, on the preparation of which he used to pSqiie 
himself, and had been accustomed to receive th^ 
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flattery iyi his friends. H^ appears to have obeyed 
the cali' slowly, and to have produced his plan par- 
tially, and by fragments ; probably because he was 
aware, that the (^spring of his talents would never b«r 
aoc^ted in its entire form, but must necessarily un- 
dergo Such mutilations as might fit it for the purposes 
and to the pleasure oi the Dictator, whose supremacy 
he had b^en compelled to announce to his party. 

On being pressed by his colleagues in the commit- 
tee, the metaphysical politician at length produced 
liis full plan of the hierarchical representation, whose 
Authority was to emanate from the choice of the peo- 
ple and of a Conservative Senate^ which was at once 
to protect the laws of the common wealtl^ and absorb^ 
as it was termed, all furious and over-ambitious spi- 
rits, by calling them, when they distinguished them- 
selves by any irregular exertion of power, to share 
the comforts and incapacities of their own body, as 
thej say spirits of old were conjured down, and obli- 
ged to abide in the Red Sea. He then brought for- 
ward his idea of a Legislative Body, which was to 
vote and decide, but without debate ; and his Tribu- 
nate, designed to plead for, or to impeach the mea- 
sttres of government. These general outlines were 
approved, as being judged likely to preserve more 
stability and permanence than had been found to ap- 
pertain to the constitutions, which, since 179^, had 
in such quick succession been adopted and abandoned 
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But the idea which Sieyes entertained of lodging 
the executive government in a Grand Elector, who 
was to be the very model of a Kingof Lubberland, was 
the ruin of his plan. It was in vain, that in hopes 
of luring Buonaparte to accept of this office, he had, 
while depriving it of all real power, attached to it a 
large revenue, guards, honours, and rank. The heap- 
ing with such distinctions an official person, who had 
no other duty than to name two Consuls, who were 
to carry on the civil and military business of the 
state without his concurrence or authority, was intrb-" 
ducing into a modem state the evils of a worn-out 
Asiatic empire, where the Sultan, or Mogul, or what- 
ever he is called, lies in his Haram in obscure luxu- 
ry, while the state affairs are conducted exclusively 
by his Viziers, or Lieutenants. 

Buonaparte exclaimed against the whole concoc- 
tion. — " Who,** said he, ^^ would accept an office, of 
which the only duties were to fatten like b pig upon 
so many millions yearly ? — Or what man of spirit 
would consent to name ministers, over whom, being 
named, he was not to exercise the slightest authority? 
— And your two Consuls for war and peace, the one 
surrounded with judges, churchmen, and civilians,— ^ 
the other with military men and diplomatists,— on 
what footing of intercourse can they be said to stand 
respecting each other ? — the one demanding money' 
and recruits, the other refusing the supplies P A go-' 
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Ternment involving such a total separation of offices 
necessarily connected, would be heterogeneous, — the 
shadow of a state, but without the efficient authority 
which should belong to one." 

Sieyes did not possess powers of persuasion or 
promptness of speech in addition to his other talents. 
He was alenced and intimidated, and saw his fa- 
vourite Elector-Greneral, with his two Consuls, or 
lather Viziers, rejected, without making much effort 
in their defence. 

Still the system which was actually adopted, bore, 
in point of form, some faint resemblance to the model 
of Sieyes. Three Consuls were app<Hnted ; the first 
to hold the sole power of nominating to public oU 
fices, and right of determining on public measures ; 
the other two were to be his indispensable counsel- 
lors. The first of these offices was designed to bring 
back the constitution of France to a monarchical sys- 
tern, while the second and third were added merdy 
to conciliate the Republicans, who were not yet pre- 
pared for a retrograde movement. 

The office of one of these supplementary Consuls 
was offered to Sieyes, but he declined to accept of it, 
and expressed his wish to retire from public life. His 
dBsappointment was probably considerable, at finding 
himself acting but a second-rate part, after the suc- 
cess of the consfHuracy which he had himself schemed; 
but hk pride was not so great as to dedine a pecu- 
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tuaiy coimpensation. Buonaparte bestowed on him Ijf 
tut the greater part of the private treasure amassed by. 
the ex-directors. It was said to amount to six hun<4 
dred thousand francs, which Sieyes called une poire 
pour la sojf; in English, a morsel to stay the stomach. 
He was endowed also with the fine domain and estate 
of Crosne ; and to rendei* the gift more acceptable^ 
and save his delicacy, a decree was issued,. compeU 
ling him to accept of this manifestation of national 
gratitude. The office of a senator gave him dignity ; 
and the yearly appointment of twenty-five thousand 
francs annexed to it, added to the ease of his situa- 
tion. In short, this celebrated metaphysician disap. 
peared as a political person, and became, to use his 
own expression, absorbed in the put*suit of epicurean 
indulgences, which he covered with a veil of mystery* 
There is no doubt that by thus showing the greedy 
and mercenary turn of his nature, Sieyes, notwith- 
standing his abilities, lost in a great measure the 
esteem and reverence of his countrymen ; and this 
was a consequence not probably unforeseen by Buo- 
naparte, when he loaded him with wealth. 

To return to the new constitution. Every specSes 
of power and faculty was heaped upon the Chief 
Consul, with a liberality which looked as if Prance^ 
to atone for her long jealousy of those who had been 
the administrators of her eicecutive power, was now 
determined to remoye at once every obstacle which 
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might Stand in the way of Buonaparte to aifaitsafy 
power. He poflsessed the acde right of nommatii^ 
counsellors of state, ministers, ambaasadors, officer^ 
civil and military, and almost all functionariei what- 
soever. He was to propose all new law% and take 
all measures for internal and extonal defence of the 
state. He commanded all the forces, of whatever 
description, superintended all the national idatiGoa 
at home and abroad, and ccnned the puUic money. 
In these high duties be had the advice of his brother 
Consuls, and alao<^ a Coundl of State. But he was 
recognized to be independent of them all. The Con- 
suls were to be elected {or the spaceof ten years, and 
to be re-digible. 

The Abbe Sieyes^s [dan of dividing the people into 
three classes, which should each ot them declare a 
certiun number of persons eligible to certain grada- 
tions of the state, was ostensibly ad<^ted. The list4 
of these eligible individuals were to be addressed by 
the various electoral classes to the Ccmservative Se- 
nate, which also was borrowed from the Abbess mo- 
del. This body, the highest and most august in the 
atate, ware to hold their places for life, and had aeon- 
^derable pension attached to them. Their number 
was not to exceed eighty, and they were to have the 
power of suf^ljong vacancies in their own body, by 
choo^ng the future senator frcsn a list of three per- 

VOL. IV. o 
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gout; one of them prt^aed by the Chief Conftul; 
one by the LqriBlative Body, and one by the Tribu- 
nate. Senators became for ever incapable of any 
other puUk duty. Their duty was to receive the 
national lists of persons eligible for official situations, 
and to annul such laws or measures as should be de- 
nounced to their body, as unccmstitutional or impo- 
htic, either by the Government or the Tribunate. 
The sittings of the Senate were not public. 

The New Ccmstitution of France also adopted the 
Legislative Body and the Tribunate proposed by 
the Abbe Sieyes. The duty of the Legislative Body 
was to take into consideration such laws as should be 
approved by the Tribunate, and pass or refuse them 
by vote^ but without any debate, or even an expres- 
sicm of their opinion. ' 

The Tribunate, on the contrary, was a deliberative 
body, to whom the Chief Consul, and his Council of 
State, with whcmi alone lay the initiative privilege, 
were to prc^pose such laws as appeared to them deri- 
rable. These, when discussed by the Tribunate, and 
approved of by the silem assent of the Legislative 
Body, passed into decrees, and became binding upon 
the community. The L^slative Body heard the re- 
port of the Tribunate, as expressed by a deputation 
from that body ; and by their votes alone, but with- 
out any debate or delivery of opinion, refused or con- 
firmed the proposal. Some of the more important acts 
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been etigible. But the difference ia inexpressibly 
great, between the power of naming a single direct 
repreaentfttive, and that of naming a thousand p^- 
aons, any of whom may be capable of b^g created 
a rqpreseqtative ; and the popular interferepce in the 
slate, which had hitherto comprehended the former 
privilege, was now restrained to the latter aqd mor^ 
insignificant one. This was the main error in Sieyes'g 
> ^stem, and the most iatal blow to liberty,: whose con- 
stitutional safety can hardly exist, excepting in union 
With a direct and unfettered national representation, 
^chosen by the people themselves. 

All the other balances and checks which the Abbe 
had derigned to substitute instead of that which ^ises 
ttom popular election, had been brokenand castaway ; 
wlule the, fragments d the scheme tliat remained 
were carefully adjusted, so as to form the steps by 
which Buonaparte was to ascend to anunlinftited and 
cfespotic throne, ^y es had proposed that his Elector 
General should be merely a graceful termination to his 
edifice, Uke a gilded vane on the top oi a steeple-— 
a sovereign without power— -« RaiJdincaMj with two 
Ccfflsuls to act as joint Maire* des paiais. Buom- 
parte, on the contrary, gave the whole executive 
power in the state, together with the exclusive right 
of proposing all new laws, to the Chief Cosmil, aad 
made the others mere appendages, to be thrown 
ande at pleasure. 
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Niritber were the ottet cMsdtotibttiil a uriwmi g s 
clddnlated to oflbr ^eetual r^stliiM to the eAi 
gros»&Sng authority 6# this a2Upow«ifut efltoen AM 
these bd^es were, in fftct, M^e penntonerik The &h». 
nate, which met in secret, iind the L6gM£lriire.Bo^, 
whose Kpii #ere piuifoeked, W^i^ oBke rftiffoi^ fitmi 
inflaencing public bj]at)io«, dtid bdiig inflflento^ by 
it. The Tribunate^ ibde^d, eondtitkig 0f ateflf- 
dred persons, i^ttiin^ iii sdrae solt l^ie i4ght (^ liSL 
bate, andt>f bdng jpilblidy hebi^; Btit th^ mmi~ 
b^rs of fhe Tnbtitiafe^were sde((H:ed by the SifldN!, 
not by the peopre, whotn^ e±e^<ib tiiefaphfyifeil 
mockery, it could ndt be slndto fepredent, liA^y 'mft^ 
than a bottle tif distilled Hqnor can be ^d to t^]M«- 
8entthei^eifof^dnwhfebitWilsorfginaUj^dAir#h K 
from. What chaidu;ew^ there thitt, in a hutid^d 
men so chosen, there should be tour^ge and ihde- 
pendedce' enough fedfihl to oppose xSaitSL ^miiy 
p6ipver,^by iWrich, Hfce t, ^teaito-engine, fte wh^e 
constitution was put in ibotfoik^F' Such tiibUhesi weife 
alscr indatti^ei* cif tecblleding, tfiat^hey oMV hSid 
their ofijices for four years, and that the Senators h^ 
their offices for life ; while a transition from the one 
state to the other was in general thought desirable, 
and could only be gained by implidt obedienee during 
the candidate's probation in the Tribunate. Tet, 
slender as was the power of this Tribunate body, Buo- 
naparte showed s<)me jealously even of this siHght 
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appaiwnnp of freedom ; although, jutUy coiiiidered, 
the SeMUe, the Contenrative Body, and the Tribu- 
nate, wow but three diiFerent pipes, which, separately 
or altogether, uttered sound at the pleasure of him 
who presided at the instrument. 

The qpint oi France must have be^ much broken 
when this arbitrary system was adopted without de- 
bate or contradiction ; and when we Temember the 
earlier period of 1789, it is wonderful to consider 
how, in the space of ten years, the race of m^ 
whose lore of liberty curried them to such extrava- 
gances, seems to have become exhausted. Personal 
safety was now a principal object with most. They 
.saw no alternative between absolute submission to a 
miliCary chief of talent and power, and the return 
to anarchy and new revolutionary excesses^ 

During the sitting of Buonaparte^s Legidative 
Ck>nanittee, Madame de Stael expressed, to a re- 
presentative of the people, her alarms on the sub- 
ject of Ubo-ty. " Oh, madam,^ he replied, " we are 
arrived at an extremity in which we must not larouUe 
ourselves dbout saving the prindjdes of the Revo- 
lution, but only the lives of the men by whom the 
Bevdution was e£Pected«^ 

Yet more than one exertion is said* to have been 
made in the Committee, to obtain some modification 
of the supreme power of the Chief Consul, or at least 
some r^nedy in case of its being abused. Several 
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membersof the CiHsntitlee which ad^oBtod the new 
oon^tutioD, made, it is said, aai eSati to peniiadk 
Buonaparte^ that, in taking posseanoa c^ ibe offiee 
^ supreme magtslarate, without any prdimiaary dae*- 
tion, he would ermce «i ambition which m%ht'pffe* 
judice him with the people ; and, entreating Hm to 
be suisfied with the offiee <^ generahaakao of the 
armiesy whh full ri^tdT treating with ioxtiga powers, 
invited bam to set off to the frontkr and resume 
Us tndd of Tietories. ^^ I will renudn at Pans,'^ 
aaid- Buonaparte, biting his nails to die quick, as 
was his custom when agitated — ** I win remmn al 
Paris — I am Chief Consul.^ 

Cbemer hinted at adopting the doetiine of absorp- 
ticm, but was instantly interrupted- — ^^ I will have nd 
sudi mummery,^ said Buonaparte; • *< blood to the 
knees rather/'* These expresttons may be exa^er^ 
ated, but it is certain that, whenever tb^re was an at-i 
tonpt to control his wkhes, or restriet his power, such 
a diseonteated i«nark as istunated ^^ that he would 
meAUe.no more in the business,^ was sufficient to 
overpower the q[*porition. The Committee saw up ^ 
di^um betwixt submittmg to the authority of tWs m- A 
flexible chief, or encountering theborrorsof a bloody 
cavH war. Thus were lost at <Mice the firirits ei the 
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viHMi» Hm ukmt , die Uood, the trtMura, the imw 
cf lunMni miieffy^ whidi> flowing Iwm the Remfai. 
tioD, had agitated Fnmoe for ten yvars;^ «|d dun, 
hftviog MBiifieed afanoi* all diat man hold dear^ tke 
lighta cf humaiu^ dMOisdTaft indudad, in ordor to 
oblMW nadooal lifeertj, bar iidudiitaati^ widmil 
bavilBg eqioyad ratknid fkoedom, or the adnoHagea 
Fhicb it inaiisas^ Inr a single da|y» retuniedlaboihe 
vaaiala of.a daqpotie goremment, adminiatered bj a 
c|iiaf whoae ri^t was only in hia awocd. A few n*. 
floctioQa on what m^t or ought to hanre baon Bm^^ 
aaparte'a condnci in tins oriw» natwraHj arise out of 
the subject. 

We ate not to expect, in the comae of orfinary 
li£^9 moral any more than physieal nunoles. Thai« 
b^y^livedmenof a^^trit sondble, dut, inaenraig 
thor country, they had no other object beyond the 
mei^t of baying done-so ; but such men beloi^.to a 
less o<HTupted age than ours, and have been tcained 
in die principles of disintevasted patriotism, which 
did not belong to France, periiaps not to Europe, in 
the ^hteedth c^itury. We may, dierrfore, tatfie it 
for giranted, that Buoniqparte was desiroitt, in some 
shiqpe Or other, . to find his own interest in the saw 
vice of hiis country, that Ins modfes were amixture 
of patriotism and the dewe of self-advancement ; and 
it remains to consider in what manner bodi objects 
were to be best obtained. 
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The first allerniiiVe was the re^estabHshmeDt of 
the RepiiUic, upon some better and kss petishaUe 
model diaii those which had been successively adopt- 
ed and abandoned by the Frendi, in the severd 
pbflset of the Bevdlntion. Bot Buonaparte tmd id- 
iMdy dbtermined against this plan of govelmffienty 
and seemed unaitendbly conrinced, that the various 
nSHtfiHrtttMs and faihiivs wMsk IukI been sustanned 
m the attempt to convert France into a repuUf^ 
affi^urded irrefrt^able evidence that her natural and 
pcoper ooasthulional government must be menarch- 
iori. Tfcfs impc^iant point settled, it remained, 1st, 
To select the person in whose hand the kin^ power 
Wfls to be inmiBted. Sdly, To com^der in what 
degree the monarehkal prind|^ should be mingled 
wkb, and qualified hy^ securities for the freedom of 
tbe peopk^ and ebeoks i^nst the em^roachments c^ 
the prince* 

Having broken exjrfidtly with the Biepoblicans, 
Buofiapaite had it in his powet*> doubtless, to have 
uflited with those who desired the restoration of the 
Bourbons, who at thk moment fprmed a large pro- 
portion of the better dasses in France. The name of 
the old dynaBij must have brought with it great 
advanti^es. Thmr restoration would have at once 
restored peace to Europe, and in a great measure 
reconciled the strife of parties in France. There was 
no doubt of the posnbiHty <^ the counter-revolution ; 
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fof what was done in 1814 might have be«i still 
more eanly done in 1799. Old ideas would have 
Kturned with ancient names^ and at the same time 
•ecturity might have been given, that the restored 
monarch should be placed within such legal i^estraints 
as were necessary for the protection of the freedom 
of the subject The principal powers of Europe, if 
required, wouM have gladly guaranteed to the Freiich 
people any dass of institutions which might ha?e 
been thought adequate to this purpose. 

But, besides that such a course cut off j&ionaparte 
from any higher reward of his services, than were 
ccmoected with the rank of a subject, tbe saihe ob- 
jections to the restoration of the Bourbon family s^ 
prevailed, which we have before noticed. The extreme 
confusion likdy to be occasioned by the conflicting 
claims of the restored emigrants, who had Irft France 
with all the feelings and prejudices peculiar to their 
Urth and quality, and those oi the nuineibus soldiers 
and statesmen^ who had luisen to eminence durii^ the 
revolution, and whose pretensions to rank and office 
would be urged with jealous vehemence against 
those who had shared the folrtunes of the exikd 
monarch, was a powerful objection to the restora^ 
tion. The question concerning the naticmal do^ 
mains, remained as embarrassiiig as before; for, 
while the sales which had been made of that pro- 
perty could scarce be cancelled without a severe 
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sbock to national credit^ the restored BourlxHis could 
not, on the other hand, fail to insist upon an indem- 
nification to the spirituality, who had been stripped 
of their property for their adherence to their religious 
TOWS, and to the nobles, whose estates had been fcnr- 
feited for thar adherence to the throne. It might 
also have been found, that, among the army, a pre- 
judice against the Bourbons had survived their pre- 
dilecti<m for the Republic, and that although the 
French soldiers might see with pleasure a crown 
placed on the brow of their favourite general, they 
might be unwilling to endure the restoration of the 
ancient Tace, agtunst whom they had long borne 
arms* 

All these objections against attempting to recall 
the ancient dynasty, have weight in themselves, and 
may readily have appeared insuperable to Buona- 
pMte; especially considering the conclusion to be, 
that if the Bourbons were found ineligible, the crown 
of France — ^with a more extended empire, and more 
unlimited powers-^was in that case to rest with 
. Bucmaparte himself. There is no douj^t that, in pre- 
ferring the title of the Bourbons, founded on right, 
to his own, which rested on force and opportunity 
alone, Buonaparte would have acted a much more 
noble, generous, and disinterested part, than in 
availing himself of circumstances to establish his own 
power ; nay, that, philosophically spealcing, such a 
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dioiee might have been wiser atid happier. But in 
the ordinary mode of viewing and acting in tMd worid^ 
the temptation was immense ; and Buonaparte was, 
in some measure, unfettered by the circutnstlaioes 
which might have withheld some of his contempo- 
raries fh)m snatching at the crown that seemed to 
await his grasp. Whatever were the rights of the 
Bourbons, abstractedly considered, they were not of 
a kind to force themselves immediately upon the 
conscience of Buonaparte. He had not entered 
public fife, was indeed a mere boy, when the g^e- 
ral voice of f rance^ or that which appeared smft, 
drove the ancient race from the throne ; h^ had 
acted during all his life hitherto in the serviced 
the French government dejbcto ; and it was hard 
to require of him, now of a sudden, to sacrifiee ihie 
greatest stake wfaidi a man ever played fer, to tlfe 
abstract right of the king de-jure. Candour wt)l 
therefore allow, that though some spirits, of a b^ 
roic intch of character, might, in his |)laea, htive 
acted otherwise, yet the conduct of Buonaparte^ in 
avaiHng lumself, for his own advantage, dT die 
height which he had attained by his own talents, was 
too natural a course of action to be loaded with 
censure by any one, who, if he takes the trouble to 
consider the extent of the temptation, must acknow- 
ledge in his heart the difficulty of reusting it. 
But though we may acknowledge many excuses 
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for tbe ambition which induced Buonaparte to as- 
sume the principal share of the new government, and 
although we were even to allow to his admirers that 
he became First Consul purely because his doing so 
was necessary to the welfare of France, our candour 
can carry u^ pp farther* We cannot for ah instant 
sanction the monstrous accuinulation of authority 
which engrossed into his own hands all the powers 
of the stat^, and deprived the French people, from 
that period, of the lea^t pretence to liberty, or power 
of ptotecting themselves from tyranny. It is in vain 
to urgef that th^y had QOt yet learned to make a 
proper use of the invaluable privileges of which he 
dej^ved them— equally in yipn to say, that they con- 
sented to resign what it was not in their power to 
defend. It is a poor.apcdogy for theft that the per- 
son plundered ki^ew not the value of the gem taken 
^r^m him i a worse e^^use for robbery, that the party 
robb«4 was dilftrmed and prostrate, and submitted 
wHhout r^stance, wheyre to resist would have been 
ta.dia In chooeipg to be the bead of a well-regu- 
iMed and limited i^onarchy, Buonaparte would have 
consulted even his own interest better, than by prefer* 
nog, as he did, to become the sole animatiqg spirit 
of a monstrous despotism. The communication of 
oiMilKm privileges, while they united discordant fac- 
tiodi, would have fixed the attention of all on the head 
gI the goveinuneUt, as their mutual benefactor. The 
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ooDsdtutioDal rights whidi he had reserved for the 
crown would have been respected, wh^i it was re- 
membered that the freedom of the people, had been 
put in a rational form, and its privileges r^d^red 
available by his liberality. 

Such checks upon his power would have been as 
beneficial to himself as to his subjects. If, in Ae 
course of his reign, he had met constitutional op- 
position to the then immense projects oi conquest, 
which cost so much blood and devastation, to that 
opposition he would have been as much indebted, as 
a person subject to fits of lunacy is to the bonds by 
which, when under the influence of his malady, he 
is restrained from doing mischief. Buonaparte^s 
active spirit, withheld from warlike pursuits, would 
have been exercised by the internal improvement 
of his kingdom. The mode in whidi he used Us 
power would have gilded over, as in many other 
cases, the imperfect nature of his title, and if he 
was not, in every sense, the legitimate heir of the 
monarchy, he might have been one of the most me- 
ritorious princes that ever ascended the throne. Had 
he permitted the existence of a power expresave of 
the national opinion to exist, co-equal with and re- 
strictive of his own, there would have been no occu- 
pation of Spain, no war with Russia, no imperial de- 
crees against British commerce. The people who first 
fek the pressure of these violent and ruinou9 mea. 
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sures, would have declined to submit to them in the 
outset. The ultimate consequence-*the overthrow, 
namely, of Napoleon himself, would not have taken 
place, and he might, for aught we can see, have 
died on the throne of France, and bequeathed it to 
his posterity, leaving a reputation which could only 
be surpassed in lustre by that of an individual who 
should render similar advantages to his country, yet 
decline the gratification, in any degree, of his per- 
sonal ambition. 

In short; it must always be written down, as Buo- 
naparte's error as well as guilt, that misusing the 
power which the 18th Brumaire threw into his 
hands, he totally destroyed the liberty of France, or, 
we would say, more properly, the chance which that 
country bad of attaining a free, and, at the same 
time, a settled government. He might have been a 
patriot prince, he chose to be an usurping despot — - 
he might have played the part of Washington, fie 
preferred that of Cromwell. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Proceeikigi qfBwma^rU i« erder to eomottdate his Power^--^U 

great Succeu^~Causet thai led to it^m^Cambaceret omd Lehrtm 
choten Second and Third Consuls. — Talleyrand appointed Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs^ and Fouche Minister of Police — TTieir 
Charaeters,-~^Other Ministers nominated*— Various Changes 
made^ im order to mark the Commencement of a new J?r^k.*.JVif- 
pokon addresses a Letter personally to the King ofJSnglamd-^ 
Answered by Lord GrenviUe^^^Negodation Jbr PeacCy thai ,/M- 
lowedy speedily broken off, — Campaigns in Italyy and on the 
Hhine — Successes of Moreau — Censured by Napoleon Jbr Over- 
caution. — The Charge considered. — The Chief Constd resolves t0 
bring back^ in Person^ Victory to the French Standards in Italy 
-^His Measures for that Purpose. 

The structare of government which Buonaparte 
had selected out of the broken outlines of the plan 
of Sieyes, being not only monarchical but despo- 
tic, it Femained ths^t its offices should be filled with 
persons favourable to the new order of things ; and 
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td this the attention cS Buonaparte was espedally 
turned. In order to secure the selection of die 
official individuals to himself, he eluded entirely the 
fnrinoiple by which Sieyes had proposed to elabwate 
his national representatives out of the various signed 
lists of eligiUlity, to be made up by the three dasaes 
into which his hierarchy divided the French people. 
Without waiting for these lists of eligiUe persons, 
or taking ahy other rule but his own pleasure, and 
that of his councillors, the two ne?^ Consuls, Bua> 
naparte named ^xty s^atbirs ; the senators named 
an hundred tribunes, and three hundred legislators ; 
and thus the whole bodies of the state were filled up, 
by a cKoice emanating frokn the executive govern- 
ment, instead of being ' vested, more or less directly, 
in the people; 

In availing himself of the privileges which he had 
usurped, the First Consul, as we must now call him, 
i^wed a moderation as artful as it was conciliatory. 
His object was to «V(»d the odium of appearing to 
hold his i^ank by hiis military character only. He 
des&red, on the contrary, to a^mble round him a 
party, in whidi the predominant character of indivi- 
duals, whatever it had' hitherto been, was to be mer- 
ged in that of the new system ; as the statuary tiirows 
into the furnace broken fragments of bronze of every 
various descriptioii, without regarding their immedi- 
ate appearance or form, his purpose being to unite 

VOL. IV, p 
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thim by funon, and bestow upon the mass the ttew 
shape which his art d^tines it to present. 

With these views. Napoleon said to Sieyes, who 
rtt^robated the admission of Fouche into office and 
power, " We are creiitii^ anew era. Of the past, we 
must forget the bad, and only remember the good. 
Time, habits of business, and experience, have fiornv- 
ed HMmy able men, and modified many characters.* 
These words may be regarded as the key-note of his 
whole system. Buonaparte did not care what men 
had been formerly, so that they were now disposed 
to become that which was suitable for his interest, 
and for which he was willing to reward them liberally. 
The former conduct of persons of talent, whether in 
poUtics or morality, was of no consequence^ provid- 
ing they were willing, now, faithfully to further and 
adhere to the new order of things. This prospect of 
immunity for the past, and reward for the future, 
was angularly well calculated to act upon the public 
ipond, desirous as it was of repose, and upon that of 
individuals, agitated by so many hopes and fears as 
the Revolution had set afloat The Consular govern- 
ment seemed a general place of refuge and sanctuary 
to persons of ^ all various opinions, and in all various 
predicaments. It was only required of them, in re- 
turn for the safety which it afforded, that they 
should pay homage to the presiding deity. 

So artfully was the system of Buonaparte contri.^ 
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Ted, tdat each of the numerous classes of FrenchilBen 
found somedbiug in it coogMiial to his haMts, bis 
feriings, or his circumstances, providing only he was 
willing to sacrifice to it the essential part 6f his poli- 
tical principles. To the Royalist, it restored mo- 
nardiical f<»tns, a court Mid a sovereign-*-but he 
must acknowledge thai sovardgn in Buonaparte. Ta 
the chiBxhman, it opened the gates of the temples, 
removed the tyranny of the persecutmg philoeoi^rs 
-—promised in course of time a national churcb'— but 
by Ae altar must be placed the image of Buonaparte. 
The Jacobin, djred double red in murder and mas- 
sacre^ was ijrelcome to safety and security from the 
aristdcratic vengeance which he had so lately dread- 
ed. The re^de was guaranteed against the return 
of the Bourbons — they who had profited by the 
BevoIuti<Hi as purchasers of national domains, were 
insured against their h&ng resumed. But it was 
under the implied condition, that not a word was to 
be mentioned by those ci-devant democrats, of liber- 
ty or equality : the prindples for which forfeitures 
bad been made, and revolutionary tribunals erected,< 
were henceforth never to be named. To all these 
parties, as to others, Bucmaparte held out the same 
hopes under the same conditions. — << All these things 
will I give you, if you will kneel down and wordiip 
me.^ Shordy aftarwards, he was enabled to place 
before those to whom the dboioe was submitted,^^ the 
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original teittptatioii in its full extent — a dmplay of 
the kingdoms of the earth, over which he offered to 
extend the empire of France, providing alwaya he was 
himself acknowledged as the object of general obe- 
dience, and almost adcH-atlon. 

The system of Buonaparte, as it comHned great 
art with an apparent generosity and liberality, pro» 
ved eminently successful among the people of France, 
when subjected to the semblance of a popular vote. 
The national spirit was exhausted by the changes 
and the suiferings, the wars and the crimes, of so 
mtasy years ; and in France, aa-in all other coun- 
tries, parties, exhausted by the exertions and vidssi- 
tudes of civil war, are in the very situation where 
military tyranny l)ecomes the next crisis. The rich 
favoured Buonaparte for the sake of protection, — ^the 
poor for that of relief,— the emigrants, in many cases, 
because they desired to return to Prance, — the men of 
the Revolution, because they were afraid of being ba- 
nished from it ;— the sanguine and courageous crowd- 
ed round his standiEird in hope of victory,— the timM 
cowiered behind it in the desire of safety. Add to these 
the vast multitude who follow the opinions of others, 
and take the road which Hes most obvious, and is 
most trodden, and it is no wonder that the 18di Bru^ 
maire, and its consequences, received the geD^:!al 
sanction of the people. The constitution of the yc«r 
Eight, or Consular Government, was approved by 
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die auffraen of nourly lour nulUooa of dtixeiu,-**^ 
more gen^td approbatifm than any preceding system 
had been received with. The vote was doubtless a 
farce in itself, oonsiderii^ how many constitutions 
bad been adc^ted and sworn to witl\in. so short a 
qmce ; but still the numbers who expressed assent^ 
more than doubling those votes which were obtained 
by the constitution of 1792 and of the year Three, 
imlicate the superior popularity of fiuonaparte^s sys- 
tem* 

To the four millions who expressly declared their 
adherence to the new Consular constitution, must be 
added the many hundreds of thousands and miUioiiB 
more, who were either totally indifferent upon the 
form of government, {»ovicUng they enjoyed peace 
4md protection under it, or who, though abstractly 
preferring other rulers, were practically disposed to 
Buhmit to the party in possession of the power. 

Such and so extended being the principles on 
whioh Buoni^rte selected the members of his go- 
veniment, he manifested, in choosing individuals, 
that wonderful penetration, by which, more perhaps 
than any man who ever lived, he was enabled at once 
to discover the parson most capable of serving him, 
and the means of securing his attachment Former 
crimes or errors made no cause of exclusion ; and in 
several cases the alliance between the First Consul 
and his ministers might have been compared to the 
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iBftrfiigtt between the settlers oo the SfMinsh BMUtt* 
hmd, and the unhappy females, the refuse ci great 
cities, sent out to recruit the colony. — ** I aik thee 
not,^ said the bucciAieer to the wife he had selected 
from the cargo of vice, '< what has been thy former 
conduct; but, henceforth, see thou continue finthful 
to me, or this," striking his hand on his musket, 
<< shall punish thy want of fidelity ."" 

For second and third Consuls, Buonaparte diose 
Cambaceres, a lawy ar, and a member of the moderate 
party, with Lebrun, who had formerly co^iporated 
with the Chanodlor Maupeou. The former was emr 
pk)yed by the Chief Consul as his otg^a of commu- 
nication with the Revolutionists, while Lebnm reA- 
dered him the same service with the Royal party; md 
although, as Madame de Stael observes, they preach- 
ed, very different sermcms on the same texts, yet they 
were both eminently successful in detaching from thor 
original fjM^tions many of either class, and uniting 
them with this third, or government party, which was 
thus composed of deserters from both. The last socm 
became so numerous, that Buonaparte was enabled to 
diqiense with the bascule^ or trimming system, by 
which alone his predecessors, the Directors, had been 
enabled to support their power. 

In the ministry, Buonaparte acted upon the same 
principle, selecting and making his own the men 
whose talenta were most distinguished, without refer* 
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«ttce to their former conduct. Two were partku* 
larly distinguished, as men of the most emin^Eil 
talents, and extensive experience. These were Tal- 
leyrand and Foucb^. The former, noble by birtiiy 
and Bishop of Autun, notwithstanding his high rank 
in church and state, had been deeply engaged in the 
Revolution. He had been pli^ed on the list of eaii- 
grants, from which his name was erased on the esta^ 
bUshment of the [directorial government, under wbkh 
he became Minister of Foreign Affmrs. He resigned 
that office in the summer preceding 18th Brmnaire; 
and Buonaparte finding him at variance with the 
Directory, readily passed over some personal grounds . 
of complaint which he had against him, and enlisted 
in his service a supple and dexterous politician, and 
an experienced minister ; fond, it is said, of pleasure^ 
not insensible to views of self-interest, nor too closely 
fettered by principle, but perhaps unequalled in in- 
genuity. Talleyrand was replaced in the situation of 
minister for foreign afiairs, after a short interval, as- 
signed for the purpose of suffering the public to foi% 
get his prominent share in the scandalous treaty with 
the American commissioners, and continued for a 
long tract of time one of the closest sharers of Buo- 
j[iaparte's councils. 

If the character of Talle3rrand bore no strong 
traces of public virtue or inflexible morality, that of 
Fouche was marked with still darker shades. He 
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had been dipt in some of the worst tmisactioQs of the 
Beign of Terror, and bis name is foond among the 
ag»Kt8 of the dreadful crimes of that unhappy pe« 
riod. In the days of the Directory, he is stated to 
have profited by the universal peculat|oi| which was 
then inraetised,^ and to haive amassed large sums by 
shares in contracts and hro^etagf^ \xi the public fiinih. 
To atone for the imperfections of a character stained 
with perfidy, venality, and indijIisreQoe to human 
suffering, Fouch^ brought to Buonaparte^s servi^ 
a devoticm, never like to fail the First Consul un- 
less his fortunes^ st^^Id; hiqppen to diange, and a 
perfect experience with .all the weapons of revolu- 
tionary war, and knowledge of those who were best 
able towk^themr ; He had managed under Banras^s 
administration the department of police ; and, in the 
course of his agency, had become better acquainted 
perhaps than any man in France with all the various 
parties in that distracted country, the paints which 
they were desirous of ireacbing, the modes by which 
they hoped to attain them, the character of th^ in- 
dividual leaders, and the m^ns to gain them over or 
to intimidate .them* Formidahle by his ex^nsive 
knowledge of the revolutionary springs, and the ad- 
dress with which he could either put them into mo- 
tion, or prevent them from operating, Fouch^ in the 
latter part of his life, displayed a speciei^ ^ wisdom 
wbidi came in place of morality and b^^volence. 
Loving wealth and power, he was neither a man 
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of ardent paMums, not of a vengeful duposfti^n ; 
and though there was no scruple in his nature to 
withhold him from becoming an agent in the great 
crimes whiqh state policy, under an arbitrary go- 
vemment, must often require, yet he had a prudeo^ 
tial and constitutional avernon to unnecessary evil, 
and was always wont to characterise his own principle 
of action, by saying, that he did as Httle harm as he 
possibly oould. In his n^ysterious and terrible office 
of head of the police, he had often means of granting 
favours, or interposing lenity in behalf of individuals, 
of which he gained the full credit, while the ban^ 
measures of which he was the iigent, were set down 
to the necessity of his situation^ By adhering to 
these principles of moderation, he established for 
himself at length a diaracter totally inconsistent with 
that belonging to a memb^ of the revolutionary oom.- 
mittee, and resembling rathe^ tha,t of m timid but wi^- 
disposed servant, who, in executing his master's con»- 
mands, is desirous to mitigate as much as possible 
their effect on individuals. It is, upon the whole, no 
wcmder, that although Sieyes obj^e4 to Foucbe, 
from his want of principle, and Talleyrand was averse 
to him from jealousy, interference, and personal en* 
mity, Napdeon chose, nevertheless, to retain in the 
confidential situation of minister of police, the person 
by whom that formidable office had been first placed 
on an effectual footing. 
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Of the other ministers, it is not necessary to speak 
in detail. Cambaceres retained the situation of Mi- 
nister of Justice, for which he was well qualified; 
and the celebrated mathematician, La Place, was 
preferred to that of the Interior, for which he was 
not, according to Buonaparte's report, quaKfiied at 
aB. Berthier, as we have already seen, filled the war 
department, and sliortiy afterwards Camot; and Gau'- 
din administered the finances with crecht to himseK 
Forfait, a naval- architect of eminence, replaced 
Bourdon in the helpless and hopeless department of 
the French Admiralty. 

A new constitution having been thus fortned, and 
the various branches of duty distributed with much 
address among those best capable of discharging 
them, other changes were at the same time made, 
which were designed to mark that a new era was 
commenced, in which all former prejudices were to 
be abandoned and done away. 

We have noticed that one of the first acts of the 
Provisional Government had been to new-modify the 
national oath, and generalize its terms, so that they 
should be no longer confined to the constitution of the 
year Three, but should apply to that which was about 
to be framed, or to any other which might be pro- 
duced by the same authority. Two subsequent 
alterations in the constitution, which passed without 
much notice, so much was the revolutionary or re- 
publican spirit abated, tended to show that farther 
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Conges were impending, and that the Consular Re- 
public was speedily to ad<^ the name, as it idready 
had the essence, of a monarchy. It was scarce Aree 
months since the President of the Directory had said 
to the people, on the anniYersary of the taking of 
the Bastile, — << Royalty shajl never raise ks head 
again. We shall no more bdiold iudividuali boasts 
ing a tide from Heaven, to oppress the earth wkh 
more ease and security, and who considered Prance 
as their private patrimony. Frenchmen as their sub- 
JMts, and the laws as the expres»on of their jgood 
will and jdeasure.^ Yet now, in contradictioA to 
this sounding deelamataon, the national oath, eiqpress- 
i«g hatred to royalty, was annulled, under the pre* 
text that the Republic, being umversally acknow- 
Icdged, had no occasion few the guard of such disda* 
mations. 

In like manner, the public observance of the day 
on which Louis XVI. had suffinred decapitation, was 
fcnrmally abolished. Buonaparte, dedining to pass a 
judgment on the action as just, politic, or us^ul, 
pronounced that, in any event, it could only be re- 
garded as a national calamity, and was dierefore ina 
moral, as well as a political sense, 'an unfit qpoob for 
festive celebration. An expression <^ the First CoimuI 
to Sieyes was also current at the same time, which, 
although Buonaparte may not have used it, has been 
graerally supposed to express his sentiments* Steyes 



Digitized 



by Google 



896 UFBQF 

htA ipokn of Loim under the eitobliab c d ^phnse of 
iim Tyrant ^^ He was do tyrant,^ Buonaparte re^ 
plied; ^^ had he been sudi, I should have been a sub- 
idtem o£Boer ci artillery, and you. Monsieur FAbbe, 
wauld have been Mill saying mass.^ 

A third sign of approaching change, or rather €i 
the approaching return to the ancient Isystem <^ go- 
ytmnwmi under a different chief, was the removal of 
the First Consul from the apartments in the Luxem- 
bourg Palace, occupied by the Directors, to the royal 
residence of the Tuilkries. Madame de Stael be- 
held the entrance of this fortunate soldier into the 
princely residence of the Bourbcxis* He was al- 
ready sunounded by a vassal crowds eager to pay 
him the homage which the inhabitants of those 
(^endid halls had so long okimed as their due, 
that it seemed to be consistent with the plaoe, and 
to become the right of this new iidiabitant. The 
doors were thrown c^pen with a bustle and violence^ 
expres^ve of the importance of the occasion* But 
the hero of the scene, in ascending the magnificent 
staircase, up which a throng of courtiers fidlowed 
him, seemed totally indaffer^t to all around, hia fea- 
tures bearing only a g^oeral expression of indi&renoe 
to events, and contempt for mankind* 

The first meamires of Buonaparte^s new govern- 
ment, and the expectation attadbed to his name, had 
already gone some lengdi in restoring domestip 
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quiet ; but he was well aware that touch more must 
be done to render that quiet permanent ; that the 
external relations of France with 'Europe must b^ 
fltttended to without deky ; and that the French ex^ 
pected from him either the conclusion of an hcmour* 
able pesice, or the restoration of victory to their na- 
tional banners. It was necessary, too, that advimces 
towards peace should in the first place be made, in 
oixkr, if they were unsuccearful, that a national i^trit 
riiould be excited, which might reconcile the French 
to the renewal of the war with fresh energy. 

Hitherto, in diplomacy, it had been usual to sound 
the way for opening treaties <rf peace by obscure 
and almost unaccredited agents, in (mier that the 
party willing to mlike propositions might not subject 
themsdves to a haughty and insulting answer, or 
have their desire of peace interf^-eted as a confession 
of weakness. BaonapsLtie went into the oppo^te ex- 
treme, and addressed the King of England in a per* 
sonal e^^tle. This letter, like that to the Arch- 
duke Charles, during the campaign of 1797, inti- 
mates Buonaparte^s affectation of superiority to the 
usual forms of diplomacy, and his piretence to a cha- 
racier determined to emancipate itself from rttka 
only designed for mere ordinary men. But the man- 
ner of the address was in bad taste, and iU calculated 
toKobbdn credit for his being sineere in the proposal 
of peace. He was bound to know so much of the 
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fMrirufinail amhorky at the monardl wbcun be 
«Urwied, as to be awAK that George III. wcfuld 
naif and oould not, oontract any treaty persoaally, 
hut n«itt act by (be ad?ioe d tbofle nunisters whose 
rcipnnaihiKtj was hb guarantee to the nation at 
laigew The terms of the letter set forth, as usual, the 
Mcs s iP gs €^ peace, and ui^ged the propriety of ks 
bemg restored ; propositions whidi could not admit 
of dispute in the abstract, but wUch adofik much 
disniswon when coupled with umreasottable or inad- 
missihle cooditioDSr 

The answer transmitted by Lixd Grenyille, in die 
Ibrms of di[domacy, to the Mknsterfor Fore^ Af- 
fttrs, dwelt on the aggressiens of France, declared 
that the re^etationof the Bourbons would have been 
the best security for their sincmty, but disavowed 
all rif^ to dictate to France in bar internal concerns. 
Some advances were made to a pacific treaty ; and it 
is probable that England might at that period have 
olrtaiaed the same or better terms than she after- 
wards got by the treaty <tf Amiena. It may be add- 
ed, that the moderate (Minciples exjuressed by die 
Consular gevemment, might, in the in&m^ of Us 
power, and in a moment of conriderable doubt, h«re 
induced Buonaparte to nuke sacrifices, to which, tri* 
uny h a n t and established, he would not condescend. 
But the pos^^ssion ol Egjrpt, which Bucmaparte 
must have insisted on, were it* only for his own j^^ 
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putiitioBy was bkdy to be an lofiupenlfale diffieidty. 
The oonjuncture also appeared to the English m%* 
nisters propitious for carrying on the war« luAj bad 
been recovered^ and the Austnan army, to the num* 
ber of 14(MX)0, were menacing Sa«oy» send Bim$et^ 
ing on the Ehine. Buonaparte^ in the cbedc mm« 
ved before Acre, bad been found not absolntdy in* 
vincible. The explcats of Suwaiprow over the Freneh 
were recent) and bad been deoi^ve. The state of 
the interior of France was well known ; and it was 
conceived, that though this successful General had 
dimbed into the seat of supreme power whidi he 
found unoccupied, yet that two strong parties, of 
whicii the Boyalists ot^ted to his p^rson^ the Be*- 
publicans to his form of government^ could not fail, 
the one or other, to deprive him oi his influence.. 

The treaty was finally broken off, on the score that 
there was great reason to doubt Buonaparte's anee* 
rity ; and, supporing that were granted, there was at 
least equal room to doubt the stability of a power so 
hastily acknowledged, and seeming to contain in it- 
self the priodples of decay. There may be a differ^ 
ence of opinion in regard to Buonaparte^s sincerity 
in (he nc^gotiaticNi, but there can be npne as to the 
reality of his joy at its being defeated. The vcHoe 
which summoned him to war was that which sound- 
ed sweetest in his ears, since it was always followed 
by exertion and by victory. He had been personally 
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oibfid«d, too» by die alluriaa to the leg^titnate tights 
of the Bourbons, and indulged his resentment by 
poBquinadet ia the Mctdteur. A stippoded lettnr 
ft^m the bttt desoendant of the Stuft^ fiunily appeur^ 
ed there^ congratulatiBg the King of Britain on his 
aeccdfng to the doetifne of legitimacy, and summon- 
ing hhn to make good his {^oidples, 1^ an abdieiu 
tibtf of 'his erown ift ibvonr of the Hneal heir. 

The external situaticni cf France had, as we before 
leniarked, been considerably implied by the cdnse- 
qileneeif of the baUte of Zoyich^ and the victx>iit^ df 
Morean. But 1%e RepiMbfie deriired yet greater tA^ 
iT^ntages ttom the breach between the Emperors of 
Austria and Rus»a. Paul, naturally of an uncertain 
temper, and oilSmd^-by 'the management of the last 
camprign,' iff which ^brsakow' bad been defeated, 
ahd Suwarrdw checked, In ccmseqtience of their be- 
ing nnsupported by the Austrian army, bad wilh- 
dmwn his troops, so distitlguishefd fbr their own bra^ 
very as Wdl as^fbr the tkleiits bf'lhdr leader, from 
the seat of war> But the Austrians^ possessing a 
fittineiss of character undismayed by defeat, and en- 
couraged by the late success of their arms under 
the veteran Melas, had tnade sxiiiSi gigantic exertions 
as to counterbalance the loss of their Russian con- 
fclderates. 

Thrir prindpal force was in Italy, and it was on 
the Italian frontier that they meditated a grand efibrt. 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BUONAFAJITE. 241 

by whkb^ aupfiortcd by the British fleet, tbey pro^ 
posed to reduce Genoa, and penetrate across the Vat 
into Provence, where existed a strong body of Roy- 
alists ready to lake arms, under the command of Ge- 
neral Willot, ati ^eknigrant ofRcer. It was said the 
i^ybrated Pidiegrii; who, escfq>ed from Guiana^ had. 
taken refuge in England, was also with this army; 
and was pnqposed as a chief leader of the expteted 
insurrection. 

To execute this plism, M ehui was placed at the 
liead of an army of 140,000 tnen. This army was 
quartered for the winter in the plains of Piedkhont, 
and waited but the approach of spring to commence 
Qj^eradons. 

Opposed to them, and occupying the country 
betwixt Genoa And the Var^ lay a French army of 
40,000 men ; the feUcis of tho)»e who had been re- 
peatedly defeated in Italy by Suwarrow. They were 
quartered in a poor country, and the English squa- 
dron, which blockaded the coast, was vigilant in pre- 
venting any supplies from being sent to them. Dis- 
tress was therefore con^erabie, and the troops were 
in proportion disprited and disorganized. Whole 
corps abandoned their position, contrary ta orders ; 
and with drums beating, and colours flying, returned 
into France. A proclamation from Napoleon was 
almost alone sufficient to remedy theie disorders. He 

VOL. IV. Q 
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called on the soldiers, add psurticul^ly those corps 
i^ho hml formerly distinguished themselves under his 
oominand in bis Italian campiugns, to remember the 
confidence he had once placed in them. The scat- 
tered troops returned to their duty, as war-horses 
when dispersed are s^^d to rally and form ranks at 
the mere sound of the trumpet. Massena, an oi&cer 
eminent for his acquaintance with the mode of car* 
rying on war in a mountainous country, full of passes 
and strpng positions, was intrusted with the com- 
mand of the Italian army, wMch Buonaparte resol- 
ved to support in person with the army of reserve. 

The French army upon the Rhine possessed as 
great a superiority over the Austrians, as Melas, on 
th^ Italian frontier, enjoyed over Massena. Moreau 
was placed in the command of a large army, aug- 
mented by a strong detachment from that of General 
l]}ru;ie, now np longer necessary for the protection of 
Holland, and by the army of Helvetia, which j after 
the defeat of Kiwsakow, was not farther required for 
the defence of Switzerland. In bestowing this great 
charge on MoreaU) the First Consul showed himself 
superior to the jealousy which might have dissuaded 
meaner minds from intrusting a rival, whose military 
skill was often compared with his own, with such an 
opportunity of diftlinguishing himself. But fiuona^ 
parte, in this and other cases, preferred the employ^, 
ing and profiting by the public service o£ men of 
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talents, and especially men of military csmnence, to, 
any risk which he could run from their rivalry. He . 
had the j^ust confidence in his own powers, never to 
doubt his supremacy, and trusted to the influence of 
discipline, and the love of their professicH), which in- 
duces generals to acc&pt oi command even under 
administrations of which they disapprove. In this 
manner he rendered dependant upon himself even 
those officers, who, averse to the Consular form of 
government, inclined to republican principles. Suctt 
were Massena, Brune, Jourdan, Lecourbe, and 
Championnet. He took care at the same time, by 
changing the commands intrusted to them, to break 
off all combinations or connexions which they might 
have formed for a new alteration of the government. 
General Moreau was much superior in numbers to. 
Kray, the Austrian who commanded on the Bhine^ 
and received orders to resume the offensive. He wHs 
cautious in his tactics, though a most excellent offieer, 
and was startled at the plan sent him by Buonaparte, 
which directed him to cross the Rhine at Schaff hau-. 
sen, and, marching on Ulm with his whole force, place 
himself in^the rear of the greater part of the Austrian 
army. This was one of those schemes, fraught with 
great victories or great reverses, which Buonaparte 
delighted to form, and which often requiring much 
sacrifice of men, occasioned his being called by those 
who loved him not, a general at the rate of ten 
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tbmisaiidMim per ^y. &ii:h enterpfi^ ]f^s^]bfle 
desperate passes in fendng, and must be exec^d 
vkli>lbtt saoBedeMsii^efeBoluticHi with. wl^c^theyi are 
temdl. . Pew «TeB of Buonaparte's fai9«t, gen^rf^s^ 
cooU^W trusted^ with the ccte^utip^ of )m mi^tjer- 
vtrakes in iMttiQi^ unle^' under bia omn unn^pd^^t^ 
au^^ntouleDack - - - . i ^t- ,,, ..j\,^t y,,ij 

Morvaic imraded Oermaojr m:^,mm^ ppdified 
plan ; aad a series ofrmarrb^^s^epMnii^fipa^bff^^mpd 
dmperate -iMtdeit enaued^.m; w}iic^MGeipi^^,!^ayy< 
ttdmiraUy aupporti^;^ by, ibei, AncMMfce ^e^din^^ 
made k gallant defe^pte agaiasl. iMjpi^riai: »)pibf|r§^. 

i In Buonapanle's acoonnt ^ ofv tf»s eaxfkfoiga he 
bionan Mov^ii (for (faesitaUQii rapd < tUnidUir , ia fok 
krwtBg! u|> the adMtntag^ ^bich,^ jphtaiwd;., Y^ 
toarless.seveie^ ^rhspff la,ft»nior0 Jq^piurtial j)ij^, 
Mon«au\i success ,ip!*ight,«a6iff mt^f^ft^^Jr^^mW^y 
^esoamg tfafr rBbiiie In tb^^endl pf . Apifil, , ^^j J^ Jus 
hettd^^quartera at Aii»sbfjrg,:pppn,^hfi ,lp^k |^v, 
* ready eitlieri to ica-opei!iAe m\h ,|he,J[^I^ ^fEvi^y^f f^io 
nUHiOt into thd beaiA^of the -rtawtriapjji^pit^^j t ^J^r 
oiin'it^faeideDWdl tbat^ during tl|Jiswbole.j(;^i^gD^ 
Moteau ktpt in viewi as a^ prindp^l ob}^ r^e jgip- 
toctingt^beoperfaitioiisaf' J3iM0^^piMrte i|^f^taj^y^l/|pd 
tonong'thitfcbief, in ^damitle8$ an4v^98pi^n?!^tf^"" 
Tiuion • of the Milanese, ; territory, txpm tb^ ^Wg^B 
whish migbl liay^ ensued^ badj£iniy f^i^dl^ cffior. 
tMiiity*of)QpeiMie^/i aj^9(iiniinia«tipn> wi|t;^(tbe ^i^tfian. 
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^rmy in Ittttyv ahd ^i^tckiilg tmofp^ 1o itt.vBap. 
.port. ' '• ' ■■'•-■■ ' ' ' - . . '. ', . 

'It tfiay he remarked of tfaeee tiro grea^ gemsnlm, 
ihktj ds enterprise ifras 'die characteriadciof fiuoBs- 
^at^s mov^^lltSy prudenfee ii^a9 tbo^of M^rtao^^; 
and'itf i« ftim oolisitft]^' even vfieiL there :ooakr no 
^tber motives for rivals undervaluing 'e»li:roftl|0i^ 
that tb^ etiterpi4sitig jtfti%«<tli^ prudent u» tie tii^id, 
^afid'fl^ prUdl^At^tfteotot'tlM'eilCerprittngiM^ 

I^ is'tidt oiir^ to decide &potk pMfesuonai xpxiM- 
tions betWe^ 'meti'^of such superior talents; atkd, 
iiaiingh^irely d]t6ded^<xy tbetofu^ we le^re Mmtwi 
at Augtbtftrg, $Hiere he tmlfy ecMioluded m armi- 
stice "v^ith G^neml Eray^ t» a consequeriee of -ti^t 
Wliich Vi^onaparte had established in It^y afilw^tiie 
-bftttlb x^Mdt^hgb. Thus tmA^ thertfoue, fs due in 
jtiMJce td Moreflu. Hist^aA^gn was^^n^diewbdk, 
^d#i)ed W its ^ results with 'di9Cing«Udied aueoeas. 
;\ttd wh^ it ii (ibnfeidere)dy^tiuit/lie was tomanmiKP^e 
<b6th^fth rbfeteAce'fo tb^ srf<^tyof tbsFkrstCDiiAul's 
operatibtiis'a^iiisowti, it may ^be dolibted whether 
Buottapart^^bukf,' at* Ihe^ titn^'have thanked Jhim 
fck Wnturing m m6tb hazardous meas^r^^; tbefte- . 
' suit dt Whfch iMghlf h^ie be€ffl ehben toohtwiDure 
ibrilfidrit victoi^y for the army of. the BUne^ in^e 
urvent eft success, tit^ should tAiey Kave misoainedy^o \ 
.hate ensured the rtoin of the army of ttsifiM&mdiV&s 
,of that commaridtd by More^^u hiirwetf. There Bm$t 
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haTe been a iride differetiee between the part which 
Moreau ought to act as subsidiary to Buonaparte, 
(to whom it will presaitly be seen he dispatched a 
ccinforcement of from fifteen to twenty thousand 
men^) and that which Buonaparte, in obedience to his 
daring genius, might hare himsdf thought it right 
to perfiorm. The Commander<.in-chief may venture 
hiuch on his own responsibility, which mu^ not be 
hazarded l^ a subordinate general, whose motions 
ought to be regulated upon the general plan of the 
campaign. 

We return to the operations of Napoleon during 
one of the most important campaigns of his life, and 
in whkh he added — ^if that were still possible — ^to 
the high military reputation he had acquired. 

In committing the charge of the campaign upon 
the Rhine to Moreau, the First Consul had reserved 
for himself the task of bringing back victory to the 
French standards, on the fields in which he won his 
eathest laurels. His plan of victory again included 
a passage of the Alps, as boldly and unexpectedly 
as in 1^9Bf but in a diflerent direction. That ear- 
lier period had this resemblance to the present^ that, 
on both occasions, the Austrians menaced Genoa; 
but in 1800, it was only from the Italian frontier 
and the Col de Tende, whereas, in 1796, the ene- 
my were in possession of the mountains of Savoy, 
above Genoa. Switzerland too, formerly neutral, 
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and allowing no passage for arwes, wa$ now as open 
ito the march of French troops as any of their own 
provinces^ and of this Buonaparte deternained %q avail 
himself. He was aw^e of the Austrian plan c^ tak- 
ing Genoa and entering Provence ; and he formed 
the daring resolution, to put himself at the head of 
•the army of reserve, surmount the line of the Alps, 
«ven where they are most difficult of access, and, de- 
sceoding into Italy, p]ace himself in the rear of the 
Austrian army, interrupt tlieir communications, car- 
ry off their magazines, parks, and hospitlds, coop 
dij^n up betwixt his own army ai^ that of Ma^aena, 
which was in their front, and compel them to battle, 
in a situation where defeat must be destruction. But 
to accomplish this daring movement, it was necessary 
to march a whole army over the highest chain of 
mountains in Europe, by roads which afford but a 
dangerous passage to the ^litary traveller, and 
through passes where one man can do more to de- 
iaad, than ten to force their way. Artillery was to 
be carried through sheep-paths and over precipices 
impracticable to wheel carriages; ammunition and 
baggage were to be transported at the same disadv^- 
tages ; and provisions were to be conveyed through 
a country poor in itself, and inhabited by a j^iation 
which had every cause to be hostile to France, and 
might therefore be expected jn-ompt to avail the«i- 
selves of any opportunity which should occur of re- 
venging themselves for her late aggressions. 
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HfpflUe l^^m^wrqettQrAMlgulMr imdeiofideGpVnog 

qi)der% diicrfre9» prqdimii^%i«ti4 AeJik^ tin^ tie 
FUj4 q^pfpl wna to phw hi»0elf .etHMe.fcMAbfcAe 
arogr of T^fei;v^,(^ ilmdAt vtas^^iassdnUkemtBi* 

U^^,plac%v«^i|4 t9i|icbL«{9«|!mfc Vii8tioii«|dDphlte>i» 
ain?n{^^ WK 9raey^..$b(lM8»»4»«i there, »*k 
grei^t pomp and fi^voas. These, u.lbQ i|iercC> Ans- 
tria truly reported to their employers, were either 
conscripts^ or veterans unfit for service ; and carica* 
tures were published of the First Consul reviewing 
troops composed of children and disabled soldiers, 
which w^ ironically tenned his army of reserve. 
When an army so composed was reviewed by the 
First Consul himself with great ceremony, it im- 
pressed a general belief that Buonaparte was only 
endeavouring, by making a show of force, to divert 
the AustritMis from their design upon Genoa, and 
thus his real purpose was effectually concealed. 
Bulletins, too, werefprivately circulated by the agents 
of police, as if scattered by the Boyalists, in which 
spedous arguments were used to prove that the 
French army of reserve neither did, nor could exist 
•^-and these also were designed tp withdraw 4it ten- 
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tHNi fimip the vamus pcmts on ^ich It was at the 

.Tie pwifearirtn rf die i»cst of Fr^ic^ had fdad^A- 
jmmj. gJMxl trocp$f ^ Buomparte'^ disposal, ifilbH 
had ptefaoHfly been* if^gag^' agttost ^he CHoU&nl; 
the^cpikt atnte of iteir p^i^kled sey^iMl t%idiet^ 
tabe<d«tMiied from the capital. New )evW^^ 
made With the ntmoat^lerky ; asid the dtviilbns dl 
the aomy «f reiofvewere organized eeparatefy, atid' 
ad diSmreiil'plaeer«if MSd^vtmis, btit teady to tdm 
a }iuicti<m when tOi^ ahbuld receive the ngnal'for 
commenciq^ opcifi^ioDe. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



TfiC Chief Consul leaves Paris on 6th May 1800 — Has an Intervkw 
with Neckar at Geneva on Sth — Arrives at Lausanne on the IStk 
m^VarioHS Corps put in motion to cross the Alps. — Napoleohy at 
the hestd of the Main Armff^ marches on the IStky and ascends 
. Mont St Bernard — I^fflculties qf tJie march surmonnted. — On 
the 16th, the Van-guard takes possession of Aosta, — Fortress and 
Town of Bard threaten to haffie tJie wlwle Plan — TJie Town is 
captured — and Napoleon contrives to send his Artillery through it, 
under the fire of the Fort, his Infhntry and Cavalry passing over 
the Albaredo, — Lannes carries Ivrea, — Recapitulation, — Opera- 
tions of the Austrian General Melas — At the commencement of 
the Campaign Melas advances towards Genoa — Many Actions 
betwixt him and Massena, — In March, Lord Keith blockades Ge- 
noa, — Melas compelled to retreat from Genoa-^-Enters ^ice — 
Recalled from thence by the news of Napoleon's having crossed 
MofU St Bernard — Genoa surrenders — Buonaparte enters Milan 
^-Battle of MontebellOy and Victory of the French — The Chief 
Consul is joined by Dcssaix on the 11th June. — Great Battle of 
Marengo on the l^th, and complete Victory of the French.-- 
Death of Dessaix — Capitulation on the l&th, by which Genoa, ^c, 
are yielded to the French,— Napoleon returns to Paris on the 2d 
July, and is received with all the acclamations due to a great Con- 
queror. 

On the 6th of May 1800, seeking to renew the 
fortunes of France, now united with his own, the 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 351 

Chief Consul left Paris, and, having reviewed the 
pretended army of reserve at Dijon on the 7th, ar* 
rived on the 8th at G^tieva. Here he had an inter- 
view with the celebrated financier Neckar. There 
was always doomed to be some misunderstanding 
between Buonaparte and this accomplished family. 
.Madame de Stael believed that Buonaparte spoke to 
her fathet with confidence on his future prospects ; 
while the First Consul affiilns that Neckar seemed 
to expect to be intrusted widi the management of the 
French finances, and that they parted with mutual 
indifference, if not dislike. Napoleon had a more 
interesting conversation with general Marescot, disk 
patchied to survey Mont Bernard, and who had, with 
great difficulty, ascended as far as the convent of the 
Chartreux. " Is the route practicable ?^ said Buo- 
naparte. — " It is barely possible to pass," replied 
the engineer. — " Let us set forward then,**' said 
Napoleon, and the extraordinary march was com- 
menced. 

On the 13th, arriving at Lausanne, Buonaparte 
joined the van of his real army of reserve, which con- 
osted of six effective regiments, commanded by the 
celebrated Lannes. These corps, together with the 
rest of the troops intended for the expedition, had 
been assembled from their several positions by forced 
marches. Carnot, the minister at war, attended the 
First Consul at Lausanne, to report to him that 
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16,000, or from that to the liubber of ^,0^6 men;, 
detached from iMtoreau s afin j,^ere in the act of de- 
scending on Italy ty $t Obthai-d, in order to fern 
the left wing of his army, .^ne whole army, in its va- 
rious divisions, was now united under the command 
of BertWer nominally, as General-in-chief,'tliough 
in reality under that of the First Consul himself. 
This was ip compliance witharegulationqf^e Con- 
stitution, wnich rendered Tt incon»stent Ibr me jl^irst 
Consul to command in person. It was a iona which 
Buonaparte at present evaded^ and afterwards laid 
aside ; thinking truly, that the name, as well as office 
of Generalissimo, was most fittingly vested in his own 
person, since, though it might not be the loftiest of 
his titles, it was that which |)est expressed his power. 
The army might amount to 60,000 men, but one>- 
third of the numb^ were conscripts. 

During the interval between the 15th and 18th 
of May, all the columns of the French army Wefe 
put into motion to cross the Alps. ' Tureau, ait the 
head ^4 5000 men, directc;^ his march by Mount XHe- 
nis, on Exilles and Susa. A similar division, cdui- 
mapded by Chabran, took the route of the Little St 
Bernard* Buonaparte himself, on the 15^h, Ai Iffic 
head pf the main body of -his army, consisting of 
80,000 men and upVvards, marched from Lausaiine 
to the little village called St Pierre, at which point 
ikerc ended everything resembling a practicable road 
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An' iJOfipj^^l^ luid apparently inaccessible mojiptaiji^ 
ref^red its head among general deso^ion apd etem^ 
frost ; while precipi(;es, glacuers^ ravines^and a Wund- 
less extent of faithless snows, which the slightest , con- 
cussion of the air converts into avalanches camble of 
IjKirying armies in their descent, appeared to fomid 
Oif^cess tp all h^pg t^ng^ bjut the chamois, ana ms 
scarce less wild pursuer.. Yet fcot by foot, and mm 
by Baan, did l^he French so|dier3 proceed to ascend 
this formidable barrier, which nature had erected in 
vain to limit hurnan ambition. The view of the vaU 
ley, emphatically called ^* of Desoktion,'^ where no- 
thing is tx> be seea but snow arid sky, had no terrors 
for the First Consul and bis army. I'hey advanced 
up paths hitherto only practised by hunters, or here 
and there a hardy pedestrian, the infSaiitry loaded 
with their arms, and in full militafy eqiiipmenjt, the 
c^yalxy leading their horsey. The musical bands 
played froip tim^ to ti?ae at the Heaa of the regi- 
xnents, and, in places of unusual difficulty, the drum» 
b^t a charge, as if tO' encourage the soldiers to eii- 
eounter the oppositioQ of Nature liersejf. ^ The ar- 
tillCTV, without which they could not have dorieser- 
^\c^f were, deposited! in trunks of trees Jio^owea oil* 
for the purpose. Each was dragged by a hiiii^red 
men, and the troops, making it a point of honouv 
to bring forward their guns^ accomplished tins se- 
i:ere duty, not with cheerfulness only, but witli ed* 
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thusiasni. The carriages were taken to pieces, and 
hamassed on the backs of mules, or committed to the 
soldiers, who relieved each other in the task of bear- 
ing them with levers ; and the ammunition was trans- 
ported in the same manner. While one half of the 
soldiers were thus engaged, the others were oUiged 
to carry the muskets, cartridge-boxes, knapsacks, 
fltnd provisions of their comrades, as well as their 
own. . Each man, so loaded, was calculated to carry 
from sixty to seventy pounds weight, up icy preci- 
jnces, where a man totally without encumbrance could 
ascend but slowly. Probably no troops save the 
French could have endured the fatigue of such a 
march ; and no other general than Buonaparte would 
have ventured to require it at their hand. 

He set out a considerable time after the march had 
begun, alone, excepting his guide. He is described' 
by the Swiss peasant who attended him in that capa« 
city, as wearing his usual simple dress, a grey sur- 
tout, and three-cornered hat. He travelled iq silence, 
save a few short and hasty questions about the coun- 
try, addressed to his guide from time to time. When 
these were answered, he relapsed into silence. There 
was a gloom on his brow, corresponding with the 
weather, which was wet and dismal. His counte- 
nance had acquired, during his Eastern campaigns, 
a swart complexion, which added to his natural severe 
gravity, and the Swiss peasant who guided him felt 
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fbar as be looked on bim.* OocasioiiaQy his route was 
stopt by some temporary obstacle occasioned by a 
hsdt in the artillery or baggage ; bis commands on 
such occasions were peraoiptorily given, and instant- 
ly obeyed, hi^ very lopL seeming enough to silence 
all objection^ and remove every difficulty. 

The army now arrived at that singular convent, 
where, with courage equal to their own, but flowing 
from a much higher source, the monks ci St Bernard 
have fixed their dwellings among the everlasting 
snows, that they may afford succour and hospitality 
to the forlorn travellers in those dreadful wastes. Hi- 
therto the soldiers bad. had no refreshment, save when 
they dipt a morsel of biscuit amongst the snow. The 
good fathers of the convent, who possess consider. 
jihle magazines of provisions, distributed bread and 
cheese, and a cup of wine, to each soldier as he pass- 
ed, which was more acceptable in their situation. 



* Apparently the guide who conducted him from the Grand CShar- 
treux found the Chief Consul in hetter humour, for Buonaparte said 
he conversed freely with him, and expressed some wishes witH respect 
to a little fSfmn, &c. which he was able to gratify. To his guide 
from Martigny to St Pierre, he was also liberal ; but the only spe> 
cimen of his conversation which the latter Remembered, was, when, 
shaking the rain-water from his hat, he exdaimed ^^ There, see 
what I have done in your mountains — spoiled my new hat. Pshaw, 
I will find another on the other side.*' See, for these and other in- 
terettiiig anecdotes, Mr Tennent's Tour ihrough the Netherlands^ 
Holland^ Germany^ Switzerland^ &c 
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tiim^ aooordKog to cm who ihaml tkeur fintigiies^* 
would have been tlw gold of Mmeo. 

The deaoent on theollier nde of Mont St Bernard 
was as d'rfkult to theinfiMHijf as tfaeasoMit hnd been, 
and stiU more so to ^cavalry. It ««% hoawrar^ ac- 
complkbed wicbont aoj malsriai ioss^ and tl» army 
tod^ up their quMters for the wght^ irfbr having 
miurehed fourteen Frendi leagues. The next mom- 
sng, 16th Magr, the vai^pHad took possesrion of Aos- 
ta, a vilh^ of PiedmcHitt from which extends the 
valley of the same name, watted by the riv^ Dcnrea^ 
a country pleasant in itself, but rendered delightful 
by its contrast with the horrors which had been left 
behind. 

Thus was achieved the celebrated passage of 
Mont St Bernard, on the particulars of whkdi we have 
dwelt Uie more willingly, because, although a milf* 
tary operation of importance, they do nee rnvdve 
the unwearied details <^ human slaughter, to which 
our narrative must noir return. 

Where the opposition of Nature to Napcdeoh's 
tnarich appeared to cease, that of man commenced. A 
body of Austrians at Chatillon were overpowered and 
defeated by Lannes ; but the strong fortress of Bard 
offered more serious opposition. This little citadel. ia 
situated upon an almost perpendicular rock, rism^ 



• Joseph Frtit, Founier detgreiMdiera de U gwrde, wrtftor dTMa^ 
renfo, ou Campagiie d*Itiilie, Sto. kd^ ix. 
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oiH>oC the nter DidiM, Hi n jj^lMse whto^the t«lte]r«iC 
Aosta is renderecl %ove^ MtffbW^by i^ apj^oaielr Af 
twe iBdiiiitmi& to each other ^ diat Hiefbrt mid-wall- 
edtoimoE^Bnrientlidyeb&ewpthe^iilaraiiee.' 'Kis 

up Ibe FMirht4ii.a t!a^y|:^vbe#e1iMrinefmso£ti^ 

rat Latmeft made a: ctoipierate* effort' to carry ilie 'ferc 
by^a^eilt; biie (bb^i^Aiieedt^ard t#t}ie attadddg 
pBft-ty il'«l:« de^o^edr by stones, wniskirtry^ and' Hki**- 
grtnSEdesj 4ildUhe-atteffl{>t was rdinquished. 

•B^onftpG^te in person went" now to reconnoitre, 
and'fEM^ thfl^ purpose^ afebehded k h\ige rock c^ted 
AUiaredo, being a precipice on the side of one dfthe 
ino«Q?fl«iln$ wfaieb form tte pass, fnotti the sumnrit of 
whkh hecotild look down intb tfte tcNfn; dtid into the 
forfraBSk He detected a possibility df tiif^g'l!h^ tbWn 
by skirili,' though be jiidgedthie fort wass t6b irtrorig to 
be dbtaSned4)y a eoup-de^maib. l?he town wa& acbord- 
nj^ly c;in Kni bv tJ^tuliiiit' ^ tjut the Fj^Mitii \\'i\u uh- 
tained possession of U h:id little cover from the nriil- 
lery of 'the fort, which fired fiirioiialy on the houses 
where they endeavoured to shelter themselves, and 
which the Austrians might have entirely demolished 
but for respect to the inhabitants. Meanwhile, Buo- 
naparte availed hinnseif of the diversion' to convey 
a gre«t part: of his army in single files, horse as well 
as foot, by a precarioiwi path formed hy tfte pioneers 

VOL. IV. R 
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over the tremendous Alboredo, and so down on the 
other ude, in this manner avoiding the tannmtoi 
Fort Bard. 

Still a most important difficulty remained. It waa 
impossible, at least without great loss of time, to carry' 
the French artillery over the Albaredo, vhik, with-' 
out artillery, it was impossible to move again^ the 
Austrians, and every hc^ of the campiugn musl be* 
given up.^ 

In the meantime,' the astonished commandtint of 
the fort, to whom the aj^arition of this large army 
was like enchantment, dispatched messenger after 
messenger to warn Melas, then opposed to Sucbet,- 
on the Var, that a French army of 90,000 men and 
upwards, descen^ng from the Alps by ways hitherto 
deemed impracticable for military' movement^,^ had 
occupied the valley of Aosta, and were endeavouring' 
to debouche by a path of steps cut in the Aibaredo.^ 
But he pledged himself to hb commander-in^loef, 
that not a single gun or ammtmition<^aggoti idilEmid 
pass through the town ; and as it was impossible to 
drag t^ese along the Albaredo,- he concluded, that, 
being without his^^^ artillery, Buonaparte would 9iot 
venturd to 'descend into the plain. 

But while the commandant of Bard thus lO^eA, 
he was mistaken in his premisei^ though rij^tift bis 
inference. The artillery of the French larti^lMKl 
already passed through the townof Bi^d, and undine 
the guns of the citadel, without being discovered (©• 
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have done so. This important mantibuvre was ac 
complkhed by previously laying the street with dung 
and rarth, over which the pieces of canon, odhceaU' 
ed under straw and branches of thses, wen^ dndgged 
by men in profound silence. The garrt^ily thdUj^ 
thiey did noc suspect what wa^ going ony.fired nd^veiv 
thdees occasionally upon some vi^ue Bu$j|)]oko^t asoA 
killed and wounded artillerym^ in sufficient numbel' 
to show it would haV^e been impossible to pass under 
a severe and sustained discharge from the ratinparts. 
It seems nngular that the coioimandant had kepi np 
nointelligenoe with the town. Any signal praviounly 
agreed' upon«-*-a light shown in a window, for exarn^ 
pie— would have detected siich a stratagem. 

A division of conscripts, under Oen^:^ Chabran, 
wafl left to reduce Fort Bard, which o^mtiitoed to 
hold out, until, at the expense df great labour, batt»< 
rite were established on the top of the Albavcdo, by 
wbieh it was commanded, and a heavy gtm placed 
en the steeple of the church, when it was eompelleA 
to surrendev4 It is not fruitless to observe, that thq 
resbtatice of this small place, which had been o^iU 
locJced or undevv«dued- in \hejian of tbecampi^B^ 
was very near renckring the matnh over ;MonlitSl 
Bemavd worse thaici useless, and niigkt barerioc. 
sioned the deduction of alltlieCUef Gonaul'^army^ 
BotliUle are evefi the most distingw^iedrgcaiefab 
able to oalculate with* certainty upon Ai the ehancies 
of war. 
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From tliis dangerout pass, the vanguard of Btto- 
naparte now advanced down the valley to Ivrea, 
where Lannes carried the town by storm, and a Btxaod 
time combated and defeated the Austmaa divisioii 
whicb had defended it, when reinfiwced and situated 
on a strong pontion at Bomana The roadato Tuna 
and MHan were now alike open to Buonaparte^— be 
had only to decide which he chose to take. Mean- 
while he made a halt; of four day^ at Ivrea, to re*, 
fresh the troops after th/Ar fatigues, and to prepmre 
tbem foir future enterprises. 

During this space, the other columns of his army 
were advancing to form a junction with that c^ the 
miun body, aocordingto the plan of the campaign. Tu^ 
reau, who had passed the Alps by the route of Mont 
Cenis, had taken the forts of Susa and La Brunette. 
On the other hand, the large oorps detached by Car- 
npt from Moreau's army, were advancing by Mount 
St Gotbard apd the Simplon, to support theopa'a- 
tions of the First Consul, of whose army they were 
to form the left wing. But er^ we f»-osecute the ac- 
count of Buonaparte^s movements during this mo- 
xnentcms campaign, it is necessary to trace the pre. 
vious operations of Melas, a|)d the situation in wluch 
that Austrian general now found himself 

It has been already stated, that^ at the commence- 
ment o£ this campaign of ISOOj the Austrians enter- 
tained* the highest hppes that their Italian army» 
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having taken Genoa and Nice, udght penetrate into 
Provence by crossing the frontier nt the Var, and 
perhaps make themselves mastersof Toulon and Mar- 
seilles. To realize these hopes, Melas, having Irft in 
Piedmont a suflScient force, as he deemed it, to guard 
the passes of the Alps, had advanced towards Genoa, 
which Massena prepared to cover and defend. A 
number of severe and desperate actions took place 
between these generals ; but being a war of posts, 
and fought in a very mountainous and difficult coun- 
try, it was impossible by any skill of combination 
to insure on any occasion more than partial success, 
since co-operation of movements upon a ^reat and 
extensive scale was prohibited by the character df 
ihe ground. There was much hard fighting, how- 
ever, in which, though more of the Austrians were 
slain, yet the loss was most severely felt by the 
French, whose numbers were inferior. 

In the month of March, the English fleet, under 
L(»rd Keith, appeared, as we have already hinted, be- 
fore Genoa, and commenced a blockade, which strict- 
ly prevented access to the port to all vessels loaded 
with provisbns, or other necessaries, for the besieg- 
ed city. 

On the 6th of April, Melas, by a grand move- 
ment, took Vado, and intersected the French line. 
Suchet, who commanded Massena^s left wing, was cut 
off from that general, and thrown back on France. 
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Marches, manceuvres, and bloody combat^ followed 
each other in close detail ; but the French, though 
obtainujig advantages in ^veral pf the actions, could 
ne^er si^cc^'d inr^toring the communication between 
Suchet and ^asstti^ Finally, while the former re- 
treated towards France, and took up a line on Bpr^ 
ghetta, ^he latter was compelled to convert his prmy 
into a garrison, and to shut himself up in Gcpoa, or 
at le^t encamp in a position close under its ramparts, 
J^el^s, in the meaptjme, appro^hed the citj more 
plosely, when Massena, in a desperate sally, drove the 
Austrians from their advanced posts, forced them to 
fretreat, made prisoners twelve hundred men, and 
carried off some warlike trophies. But the, French 
were exhausted by their very success, and obliged to 
reipain lyitbin, or under the walls of the city, where 
the approach of famine began to be felt. Men were 
already compelleid to have recourse to the flesh of 
horsf^s, dogs, and other unclean animals, ^nd it was 
ge§n tb^t thp place must soon be necessarily obliged 
to surrender- 
Satisfied with the approaching fall of Genoa, Me- 
las, in the beginning of May, left the prosecution of 
the blockade to General Ott, and moved himseff 
agaip^t Suchet, whom he drove before him in disor- 
der, apd who, overborne by numbers, ^retreated to- 
wards the French frontier. On the llih of May, 
Melas entered Nice, and thus commenced the pi^r- 
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posed invasion of the Frenqh frontier. On the 14di, 
the Anstrians again attacked Suebet, wbo ,n6w had 
concentrated his forces upon the Var» in .hppes to 
protect the Frendi territory. Finding this a more 
difficult task than he expected, Melas next prepared 
to pass the Var higher up, and thus to turn the posi- 
tion occupied by Suchet 

But on the Slst, the Austrian veteran received 
intelligence which put a stop to all his operations 
against Suchet, and recalled him to Italy to face a 
much more formidable ^nt^igonist. Tidings arrived 
that the First Consul pf Fmnce bad crossed St 
Bernard, had exUficated ihi^i^if ^^9^ ^^ valley <^ 
Aosta, and was threatenipg to overrun Piedmont and 
the Milanese territory. These tidings were as unex- 
pected iis embarrassing. The ii^rtillery, the equipage, 
the provisions of Hela^, together with his communi- 
cations with ItAly, were ,fill at the mercy of this 
unexpected invfider, who, though his force was not 
accurately known, must have brought with him an 
army more than adequate to destroy the troops left 
to guard the frontier ; who, besides, were necessarily 
divided, and exposed to. be beaten in detail. Yet, 
if Melas marched back into Piedmont against Buo- 
naparte, he must abandon the attack upon Suchet, 
^nd raise.the blockade of Genoa, when that important 
/City was just on the eve of surrender. 

Persevering in the belief th^t the F-rench an^ny of 
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reserve could not exceed twenty thousand men, ot 
thereabouts, in number, and supposing that tbe prin- 
<apal, if not the soie object of the First Commirs da- 
ring irruption, was to naise the Aege of Genoa, and 
disconcert the invasion of Provence, Melas resolved 
tm marching himself against Buonaparte with such 
forces, as, united with those be had left in Italy, 
night be of power to face the French army, accord- 
ii^ to his computation of its probable strength. At 
ihe same time, he determined to leave before Genoa 
an army sufficient to insure its fall, and a corps of ob- 
servation in front of Suchet, by means of which he 
night eaaly resume his plans against that general, so 
«oon as the Chief Consul should be defeated or dri- 
ven back. 

The corps of observation already mentioned was 
under the command of General Ellsnitz, strongly 
posted upon the Roye, and secured by entrenchments. 
It served at once to watch Suchet, and to cover the 
siege of Genoa from any attempts to relieve the city, 
which might be made in the direction of France. 

Massena, in the meantime, no sooner perceived 
the besieging army weakened by the departure of 
Melas, than he conceived the daring plan of a gene- 
ral attack on the fwces of Ott, who was left to carry 
on the siege. The attempt was unfortunate. The 
French were defeated, and Soult, who had joined 
Massena, was wounded and made prisoner. Yet 
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6«iMNi fttiH hAA oift. An officer had foaiid Us way 
into the place, brdt^t intdOigence cf Buoiiiaparte\i 
descent upon Piedmont, and inspired all with a new 
ttpirit of *re^tance. Still, however, extrcD^ want 
previified in the eity, and the hope of deliverance 
seemed dietamt. The soldiers received little food, 
the inhabitants fess, the Austrian prisoners, dt whom 
they had ahont 8000 in Genoa, almost none.* At 
length, the sitna^dn of things seemed desperate. 
The numerous population of Genoa rose in the €%*> 
tremity of th^ despair, and called for a surrender. 
Buonapaite, they said, was not wont to march so 
slowly ; he would have been before the widls sooner, 
if he was to appeal at all ; he must have been defeat^ 
ed or driven back by the superior force of Melas. 
They demanded the surrender of the place, there^ 
ibre, whidi Massena no longer found himself in a 
condition to oppose. 

Yet could that brave general have suspended this 
measure a few hours longer, he would have been spa- 
red the jaecessity of making it at all. General Ott 
had just received commands from Melas to raise the 



* NtpolMii lays, that Maatena pnqpoaed to General Ott (o tend 

in piovifions to feed these unhappy men, pledging his honour they 
should be used to no other purpose, and that General Ott was dis- 
pleased with Lord Keith for declimng to comply wHh a piv^oaal so 
utterly unknown in the usages of war. It is difficult to give credit to 
this story. 
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l^kade with all diqfMitch, and to fall back upon the 
Fo» in orda: to withstand Buoni^Nirte, who, in un- 
expected strength, was marching upon Milan. The 
Austrian staff-officer^ who brought the order, had 
just received his audience of Greneral Ott, when Ge* 
Meral Andrieux, presenting himiielf on the part of 
Massena, announced the Frepch general's ^deure lo 
surrender the jdaoe, if his tnxqn wece porviitted to 
march out with their arms. There was no time .tp 
debate upon terms; and those granted to Massena by 
Melas were so unusually favourable, that perhaps 
4hey should have made him aware qf the. precarious 
state of the besieging army. He ^^ permitted to 
evacuate Genoa without layii^ down his arms, and 
the convention was signed 5th June 1800. Mean- 
time, at this agitating and interesting period, events 
of still greater importance than those which concern- 
ed the fate of the once princely Genoa, were taking 
place with frightful rapidity. 

Melas, with about one half of his army, had retir- 
ed from his operations in the Genoese territory, and 
retreated on Turin by the way of Coni, where he 
fixed his bead-quarters, expecting that Buonaparte 
would either advance to possess himself of the capi- 
tal of Piedmont, or that he would make an effort to 
relieve Genoa. In the first instance, Melas deemed 
himself strong enough to receive the First Consul:; 
in the second, to pursue him ; and in either, to as7 
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nembie such numerous forces as might harass and 
«mban:;ass either his advance or his retreat Bui 
BtuM^iparte^s plan of the cwnpirign i^is di&reat firoai 
what Melas had antidpa^ed. He had.formed the re^ 
solution to pass the rivers Sesia and Tesino, and 
thus leaving Turin and Melas behipd him^ to push 
straight fur Milan, and form a junction with the di- 
vision of about 20,000 men, detached from the r%fat 
wing of Moreau'^s army, whicfa^ comauoided by Mon^ 
cey, were on their road to join him, having crossed 
the mountains by the route of St Gothard. It was 
necessary, however, to disguise his purpose from the 
sagacious veteran. 

With this view, ere Buonaparte brpke up from 
Ivrea, Lannes, who had commanded his vanguard 
with so much gallantry, victorious at Romano, seem- 
ed about to improve his advantage. He had marched 
on Chiavaso, and seiziog on a number of boats and 
small vessels, appeared desirous to construct a bridge 
ovej: the Po at that place. This attracted the atten<- ' 
tion of Melas. It might be equally a preliminary to 
an attack on Turin, or a movement towards Genoa. 
But as the Austrian General was at the same time 
alarmed by the descent of Greneral Tureau'^s division 
, from Mount Cenis, and their capture of Susa and lia 
Brunneta, Turin seemed ascertained to be the object 
oi th^ French ; and Melas acted on this idea. He 
sent a strong force to oppose the establishment of 
the brid^, and while his attention was thus occu- 



Digitized 



by Google 



S68 LIFE OF 

pied, Buonaparte was left to td^e the road to Milttki 
unmolested. Vercelli was occupied by the cavalry 
under Murat, and the Sesia was crossed without 
obst)EU;le. The Terino, a broad and rapid river, of- 
fered more seribbs opposition ; but theFrlmch found 
four or'five snibll boats, in whidi they pushed across 
an advanced pa^y under General Gerard. The Aus- 
tHftefs, ivho opposed the ptssag^, were in a great mea- 
sure cavalry, "who couM not act on account of the 
Woody and imprscticaUe character of the bank of die 
river. The passage Was ^accomplished ; and, upon 
the second of June, Buona|iarte entered Mibm, where 
he was received with acclamations by a mhnerous 
dass cS citizens, who looked for the re-estidbltdunent 
6f the Cisalpine Republic. The Aiistrians were to- 
tally unprepared fbr this movement. PaVi& fieil into 
the hstods of the French ; L(xll and Gremona were 
occupied, and Pizzighitone was invested. 

Meitn^ile, Buonaparte, fitmg his residence in the 
dtical palace of Milan, employ^ hifliself in reeeiving 
the deputations of varioufi! ptAiIii: bodies, and in re- 
organiidng the Cisalpine govermnent, while he wait^ 
eff impatiently to be joined by Moncey and his di- 
vi«8on, from Mount St Gothard. They arrived at 
tength, iTUt mardiing more slowly than nooorded 
with the fiery promptitude df liie F&st Consul, who 
was impatient to relieve the Uoddideof {Senda, whidi 
{fllu% he conchided stiH^held cttd. He now issmed a 
proclamation to his troops, in which he described, as 
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the result of the eflorta he expected fcom them» 
** Cloudleis glory and stAid peace." On the 9ih of 
Jujie his armies were again is motion. 
s Melas, an excellent officer, had at the same tii9e 
somev of y^e slowness imputed to his countrymai^or 
of the irrsQoliuion inckient to. the advanced age of 
eighty yeaTBf^^ar so. old was the opponent of JBuo* 
naparte» then in the ^eiy prime of human Ufe^^-or, 
as others suspect, it mi^ have been orders from Vi- 
enna which detained the Austrian general so long at 
Turin, wh^e he lay in a great measure inactive. It 
is true, thaton receiving notice ctf Buonaparte^s march 
on. Milan, he instantly dispatdied orders to General 
Olt, as we have already stated, to raise the si^pe oi 
Genoa, and join him with allpossiible i^peed ; but it 
seemed, tbat^ in the meantime, he might have dis* 
quieted Bu^naparle^s lines of communication, by act- 
ing upon the river Dorea, attacking Ivrea, in which 
the French had left much baggage and artillery, and 
relieving the fort of Bard. Accordingly, he made 
an attempt of this hind, by detaching 6000 men^to 
Chiavaso, who were successful in delivering some 
Austrian prisoners at that place ; but Ivrea proved 
strong enough to resist them, and the French retain- 
ing possession of that plaoe, the Austrians could not 
occupy the valley of the Dorea, or relieve the be- 
sieged fortress of Bard. 

The situation of Melas now became critical. His 
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communieatioDS with the left, or nortli bank of tbty 
Po, were entirely cut off', and by a line stretehing" 
from Fort Bard to Plaeentia, the Frenoh occupkd 
the best and fairest share ot the north of Italy, wlnie 
be found himself confined to Piedmovit. The Aus- 
Irian army, besides, was divided into two parts,— -one 
under Ott^ which was sttil near Grenoa^ that. had s» 
lately surrendered to tbem,— one with Mdas himad^ 
which was at Turin* Nather were agreedbly situa^^ 
ted. That of Genoa was observed on its right by 
Suchet, whose army, reinforced with the garrison 
which, retaining their arms, evacuated that city uo^ 
der Massena, might soon be expected to renew -the 
offensive. There was, therefore, the greates^^ tUl^ 
that Buonaparte, push'mg a strong for^e across «bd^ 
V09 might attack and destroy eidker the tfirvisioif of 3 
Ott, or that of Melas himself before they • were able 
to form a junction. To prevent such a catastrophe^ 
Ott received orders to march forwurd on the (Twiu)^' 
while Melas, moving towards Alexandria, pre{iu?Bd 
to resume his coinmunications with hi&lieuteoQnt^ 
general. .1 • .»• , 

Buonaparte, on his part,^ was anxious to nii0fve 
Genoa; i^ws of the fail (^^ whida had notrreaBhdt 
him. With this view he resolved to force hia passage 
over tlie Po, and move against the AustrniB^ ivlkl 
w^e found to occupy in strength thQ vilkgesjof fla^ 
t^g^oaudMontebello. These tcoopsproved-tbbe the 
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greater part of the very army which he expected to 
find before Genoa, and which was commanded by 
Ott^ but which had moved westward, in conformity 
to the orders of Melas. 

General Lannes, who led the vanguard «f the 
Fr^ach, as usual, was attadked early in the mornsng 
by a superior force, which he had much difSoulty in 
reri^bing. The nature of the ground gave advantage' 
to the A^ntrian' cavalry, and 'the French were barely 
able to support their daaiges* At length the divisioa 
of Victor came up to suppc»rt Lannes,aud the victory 
became no longer doubtful, though the Austrians' 
fought most obstinately^ The fields being covered 
with tall crops of giuun, and especially of rye, the 
di£krent bodies were frequemtiy hid uatEtfaey fbuttd 
themselves at the bayonet^s point, without havings had 
any previous o{^rtunity to estimate each othe«f& 
force ; a circumstance which led to muck dose fight* 
iag, and necessarily to mmAi elaugbter. At l^gth- 
tbeAustrians retreated, leaving, the field of batde- 
eovered with their dead, and above 5000 prisoners^ 
in the hands of thdr enemies. 

General Ott rallied the remains of his artpy tt«der 
Ihe walls of Tort^^ From the prisoneris ukenat 
the battle ci Montebello, as this accicm was called^ 
Buonaparte learned, for the first time, the surrender 
ml Genoa, which apprised him that he was too late 
£br the enterprise which he bad meditated. He there* 
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tare baJiimi bis anny for tJbfee diiy9 io ^ posilwnof 
8lBaddla» UDirillii^ tp advance inta. the c^pw plaift 
of Marengo, and trtiating that Melaa would findhin^ 
s^lf compdled to give him battle in. the pontion which 
he had chosen, aa most unlavoiUBahle ftir the. Auatoan 
cavalry. He Aqpati^ed meaaengersL to Sudbet^^ oom- 
manding him to cross, the mountatna by the Col de 
GadibcMia, and march on the river Scrivia^ which 
would pbee him in the rear of the Austriuifi. 

Even during the very battle of Montebello, the 
Chief Consul was joined by Dessaix, who had jui^ ar« 
rived from E^pt. Landed at Frejus, after, aa bun- 
idred interruptions, that seemed asif intended ta with* 
hold him from the fate he was about to meet, he 
had received letters from Buonaparte, inviting him 
to come to him without delay. The tone of the let- 
ters expressed docontent and embarrasment. <^ He 
has gained all,^ said Dessaix, who was much attadl- 
/od to Buonaparte, ^ and yet he is not hiqppy.'" Iuk 
mediaitely afterwaxda, on reading the account of his 
march over St Bernard, he added, <^ He will leave 
us nothing to do."*^ He immediately set out post to 
place himself under the command of his ancient ge> 
noral, and, as it eventually proved, to encounter an 
early deirili. They had an interesting conversation 
on the subject of Egypt, to which Buonapaote can* 
tinued to cling, as to a matter- in which hiaown fame 
was intimately and inseparatdy concerned. Dessaix 
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immediately received the command of die division 
hitherto under that of Boudet. 

In the meanwhile, the head-quarters of Melas had 
been removed from Turin, and fixed at Alexandria 
for the space of two days; yet he did not, as Buona- 
parte had expected, attempt to move forward on the 
French position at Stradella, in order to force his 
way to Mantua ; so that the Furst Consul was obliged 
)to advance towards Alexandria, apprehensive lest 
the Austrians should escape from him, and either, 
by a mahcb to the left flank, move for the Tesino, 
cross that river, and, by seizing Milan, open a com- 
munication with Austria in that direction ; or, by 
marching to the right, and falling back on Genoa, 
overwhelm Suchet, and take a position, the right of 
which might be covered by that city, while the sea 
was open for supplies and provisions, and their flank 
protected by the British squadron. 

Either of these movements might have been at^ 
tended with alarming consequaic^; and Napoleon, 
impatient lest his enemy should give him the slip, 
advanced his head-quarters on the 12th to Voghera, 
and on the 13th to St Juliano, in the midst of the 
great plain of Marengo. As he still saw nothing rf 
the enemy, the Chirf Consul concluded -that Mdos 
had actually retreated from Ale»ndria, hav'mg» not- 
withstanding the temptation afforded by the level 
ground around him, preferred withdrawii^ moat 
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probably to Genoa, to the hazard of a battle. He 
was still more confirmed in this belief, when, push- 
ing forward as far as the village of Marengo, he 
found it only occupied by an Austrian rear-guard, 
which offered no persevering defence against the 
French, but retreated from the village without mudi 
opposition. The Chief Consul could no longer doubt 
that Melas had eluded him, by marching off by one 
of his flanks, and probably by his right. He gave 
orders to Dessaix, whom he had intrusted with the 
command of the reserve, to march towards Rivolta, 
with a view to observe the communications with Ge- 
noa ; and in this manner the reserve was removed 
half a day^s march from the rest of the army, which 
had like to have produced most sinister effects upon 
the event of the great battle that followed. 

Contrary to what Buonaparte had anticipated, the 
Austrian general, finding the First Consul in his 
front, and knowing that Suchet was in his rear, had 
adopted, with the consent of a council of war, the 
resolution of trying the fate of arms in a general bat- 
tle. It was a bold, but not a rash resolution. The 
Austrians were more numerous than the French in 
infantry and artillery; mUch superior in cavalry, both 
in point of numbers and of discipline ; and it has 
been already said, that the extensive plain of Ma- 
rengo was favourable for the use of that description 
of force. Melas, therefore, on the evening of the 
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18th, concenMted his forces in front of Alexandria, 
divided by the river Bormida from the purposed £eld 
of fight ; and Napoleon, undeceived omceming the 
intentions of his enemy, made with all haste the oe^. 
cessary preparations to receive batde, and failed not 
to send orders to Dessaix to return as speedily as 
possible and join the army. That general was so far 
advanced on his way towards Rivolta before these 
counter orders reached him, that his utmost haste 
only brought him back after the battle had lasted 
several hours. 

Buonaparte's disposition was as follows: — The 
village of Marengo was occupied by the divisions of 
Gardanne and Chambarlhac. Victor, with other two 
divisions, and commanding the whole^ was prepared 
to support them. He extended his left as far as 
CJastel Cerido, a small viUage which lies aUnost pa- 
rallel with Marengo. Behind this first line was placed 
a brigade of cavalry, under Eellermann, ready to pro- 
tect the flanks of the line, or to debouche througih 
the intervab, if opportunity served, and attack the 
enemy. About a thousand yards in the rear of the 
first line was stationed the second, under Lannes, 
supported by Champeaux's brigade of cavalry.*. At 
the same distance, in the rear of Lannes, was placed 
a strong reserve, or third Une, conosting of the divi- 
sion of Carra St Cyr, and the Consular Guard at 
the head of whom was Buonaparte hunself. Thus 
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the French were drawn up on this memorable day 
in three distinct divisions, each composed of a corp^ 
Swmee^ distant about threequartersof ajnile in the 
rear of each other. 

The force which the French had in the field in the 
jcommencement of the day, was above twenty thou- 
sand men ; the reserve, under Dessaix, upon its arri- 
val, might make the whole amount to thirty thou- 
flimd. , The Austrians attacked with nearly forty 
thousand troop3. Both armies were in high sprits, 
determined to fight, and each confident in their gene^ 
ral — the Austrians in the bravery and experience of 
Melad, the French in the genius and talents of Buo- 
naparte. Tb^ immediate stake was the possession q£ 
Italy, but it was impossible to guess how many yet 
more important consequences the event of the day 
might involve. Thus much seemed certain, that the 
battle must be decisive, and that defeat must prove 
destruction to the party who should sustain it. Buo- 
naparte, if routed, could hardly have accomplished 
his retreat upon Milan ; and Melas, if defeated, had 
Sucbet in his rear. The fine plain on which the 
. French were drawn up, seemed lists formed by nature 
for such an encounter, when the fate of kingdoms was 
at issue. 

Early in the morning the Austrians crossed the 

Bormida, in three columns, by three military bridges, 

. and advanced in the same order. ^The right and the 
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centre ccdumns, consistiiig of. infiuitry, were codh 
manded by G enerals Haddick and Kaine ; tbe leff, 
composed entirely of light troops and cavalry, made 
a detour round Castel Ceriolo, the village inentioned 
as forming the extreme right of the French position. 
About seven in the momh^, Haddick attacked Ma^ 
rengo with fury, and Gardanne^s division, after %ht. 
ing bravely, proved inadequate to ite defence, Vict£^ 
supported Grardanne, and endeavoured to cover tbe 
village by an oblique movement. Melas, who com<. 
manded in person the central column of the Aug- 
trians, moved to support Haddick; and by tfadr 
united efforts, the village of Marengo, after having 
been once or twice lost and wcxi, was finally carried. 
The broken divisions of Victor and Gardanne, 
driven out of Marengo, endeavoured to rally on the 
second line, commanded by Lannes. This was about 
nine o'clock. While one Austrian column manoeuvred 
to turn Lanne's flank, in which they could not suc- 
ceed, another, with better fortune, Inroke throu^ the 
centre of Yictor^s divinon, in a considerable degree 
disordered them, and thus uncovering Lannes's left 
wing, compelled him to retreat. He was able to do so 
in tolerably good order ; but not so the broken troops 
of Victor on the left, who fled to the rear in great 
confusion. The column of Austrian cavalry who had 
come round Castel Ceriolo, now appeared on the field, 
and threatened the right rf Lannes, which akme re- 
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mained standing firm. Napoleon detached two bat* 
talions of the Consular Guard from the third line, or 
reserve, which, forming squares behind the right 
wing of Lannes, supported its resistance, and with- 
drew from it in part the attention of the enemy^s ca- 
valry. The Chief Consul himself, whose post was 
distinguished by the furred c&ps of a guard of two 
hundred grenadiers, brought up Monnier^s division, 
wluch had but now entered the field at the moment 
of extreme need, being the advance of Dessaix^s re- 
serve^ returned from their half day'^s march towards 
Rivolta. These were, with the guards, directed to 
support Lannes^s right wing, and a brigade detached 
from them was thrown into Castel Ceriolo, which 
now became the point of support on Buonaparte^s ex- 
treme right, and which the Austrians, somewhat un- 
accountably, had omitted to occupy in force when 
their left column passed it in the beginning of the en- 
gagement.* Buonaparte, meantime, by several despe^ 
rate charges ci cavalry, endeavoured in vain to arrest 
the progress of the enemy. His left wing was put 
comjdetely to flight; his centre was in great disorder, 
and it was only his right wing, which, by strong sup- 
port, had been enabled to stand their ground. 

In these circumstances the day seemed so entirely 
against him, that, to prevent his right wing from 
bring overwhelmed, he was compelled to retreat in 
the face of an enemy superior in numbers, and par- 
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dcularly in cavalry aod artillery. It was, however, 
rather a change of position, than an absolute retreat 
to the rear. The French right, still resting on Cas- 
te! Ceriolo, which formed the pivot of the manoeuvre, 
had orders to retreat very slowly, the centre faster, 
the left at ordinary quick time. In this manner the 
whole line of battle was changed, and instead of ex- 
tending diagonally across the plain, as when the fight 
began, the French now occupied an oblong position, 
the left being withdrawn as far back as St Juliano, 
where it was protected by the advance of Dessidx^s 
troops. This division, being the sole remaining re- 
serve, had now at length arrived on the field, and, by 
Buonaparte^s directions, had taken a strong position 
in front of St Juliano, on which the French were 
obliged to retreat, great part of the left wing in the 
disorder of utter flight, the right wing steadily, and 
by intervals fronting the enemy, and sustaining with 
firmness the attacks made upon them. 

At this time, and when victory seemed within his 
grasp, the strength of Greneral Melas, eighty years 
old, and who had been many hours on horseback, 
failed entirely ; and he was obliged to leave the field, 
and retire to Alexandria, committing to General 
Zach the charge of completing a victory which ap,. 
peared to be already gained. 

But the position of Dessdx, at Samt JuUano, af- 
forded the First Consul a rallying point, which V\e 
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now greatly needed. His army of reserve lay formed 
in two lines in front of the village, their flanks sustain- 
ed by battalions en potence^ formed into dose cohimns 
of infantry ; on the Irft was a train of artillery ; on 
the right, Eellermann, with a large body of French 
cavalry, which, routed in the begininng of the day, 
had rallied in this place.^ The ground that Dessaix 
occupied was where the high road fcmns a sort of 
defile, having on the one hand a wood, on the other 
a thick plantation of vines. 

The French soldier understands 1)etter perhaps 
than any other in the world the art of rallying, 
after having been dispersed. The fugitives of Vic- 
tor's dividon, though in extreme disorder, threw 
themselves into the rear of Dessaix's position, and, 
covered by his troops, renewed their ranks and their 
courage. Yet, when Dessaix saw the plain filled 
with flying soldiers, and beheld Buonaparte himself 
in full retreat, he thought all must be lost They 
met in the middle of the greatest apparent confusion, 
and Dessaix said, ^ The battle is lost— I suppose I 
can do no more for you than secure your retreat Y^ 

** By no means," answered the First Consul, 
" the battle is, I trust, gained — the disordered troops 
whom you see are my centre and left, whom I will 
rally in your rear — Push forward your column.^ 

Dessaix, at the head of the ninth light brigade, 
instantly rushed forward, and charged the Aus- 
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trians, wearied with fightii^g the whole day, and dis- 
ordered bj their hasty pursuit. The moment at 
which he advanced, so critically favourable for Buo- 
naparte, was fatal to himself. He fell, shot through 
the head.* But his soldiers continued to attack 
with fury, and Eellermann, at the same time char- 
ging the Austrian column, penetrated its ranks, and 
separated from the rest six battaUons, which, surpris- 
ed and panic-struck, threw down their arms ; Zach, 
who, in the absence of Melas, commanded in chief, 
being at their head, was taken with them. The 
Austrians were now driven back in their turn. Buo- 
naparte galloped along the French line, calling on 
the soldiers to advance. <^ You know,^ he said, << it 
is always my practice to sleep on the field of battle.*" 
The Austrians had pursued their success with 
incautious hurry, and without attending to the due 
support which one corps ought, in all circumstances^ 
to be prepared to afford to another. Their left flank 
was also exposed, by th^ hasty advance, to Buona- 
panels right, which had never lost order. They 



* The Moniteur put in the mouth of the dymg general a mes- 
sage to Buonapaite, in which he expressed his regret that he had 
done ao little for history, and in that of the Chief Ccmsol an answer, 
lamenting that he had no dme to weep for Dessaix. But Buona- 
parte himself assures us, that Dessaix was shot dead on the spot ; 
nor is it probable diat the tide o& battle, then just upon the act of 
turning, kft the Consul himself time for set phrases, or sentimental 
ejaculations. 
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wore, therefore^ totally unprepared to resist this gene- 
ral, furious, and unexpected attack. They were 
fcNTced back at all points, and pursued along the 
plain, suffering immense loss ; nor were they again 
able to make a stand until driven back over the Bor- 
mida. Their fine cavaly, instead of being drawn up 
in squadrons to cover their retreat, fled in disorder, 
iumI at full gallop, riding down all that was in their 
way. The confusion at passing the river was incpc- 
tricable—Jarge bodies o! men were abandoned on the 
left side, and surrendered to the French in the course 
of the night, or next morning. 

It is evident, in perusing the accounts of this bat- 
tle, that the victory was wrested out of the hands of 
the Austrians, after they had become, by the fatigues 
of the day, too weary to hold it. Had they sustain- 
ed their advance by reserves, their disi^iter would not 
have taken place. It seems also certain, that the 
fate of Buonaparte was determined by the arrival of 
Dessaix at the moment he did, and that in spite. <^ 
the skilful disposition by which the Chief Consul 
was enabled to support the attack so long, he must 
have been utterly defeated had Dessaix put less dis- 
patch in his counter-march. Military men have 
been farther of opinion, that Melas was guilty of a 
great error, in not occupying Castel Ceriolo on the 
advance ; and that the aiq)earances of early victory 
led the Austrians to be by far too unguarded in their 
advance on Saint Juliano. 
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In consequence of a loss which seemed in the dr- 
cumstances altogether irreparable, Melas reserved to 
save the remtuns of his army, by entering, upon the 
15th June 1800, into a convention, or rather capitu- 
lation, by which he agreed, on recdving permisnoa 
to retire behind Mantua, to yield up Genoa, and 
all the fortified places which the Austrians possessed 
in Piedmont, Lombardy, and the L^;ations. Buo- 
naparte the more readfly granted these terms, that 
an English army was in the act of arriving on the 
coast. His wisdom taught him not to drive a power- 
ful enemy to despur, and to be satisfied with the 
glory of having regained, in the affiurs of Monte- 
bello and of Marengo, almost all the loss sustained 
by the French in the disastrous campugn of 1799* 
Enough had been done to show, that, as the fortunes 
of France appeared to wane and dwindle after Buo^ 
naparte^s departure, so they revived with even more 
than their cm^nal brilliancy, as soon as this Child oi 
Destiny had returned to preside over them. An ar. 
mistice was also agreed upon, which it was supposed 
might afford time for the conclusion of a victorious 
peace with Austria; and Buonaparte extended tins 
truce to the armies on the Rhine, as well as those in 
Italy. 

Two days having been spent in the arrangements 
which the convention with Melas rendered neces- 
sary, Buonaparte, on the 17th June, returned to 
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Milan, wbiere be again renewed the republican con- 
sdtution, wbich had been his original gift to the 
Cisalpine State. He executed several other acts of 
authority. Though displeased with Massena £or the 
surrender of Genoa, he did not the less constitute 
him Commander-in-chief in Italy ; and though doubt- 
ful of Jourdan's attachment, who, on the 18th Bru- 
maire, seemed ready to espouse the Republican in- 
terest, he did not on that account heatate to name 
him Minister of the French Republic in Piedmont, 
which was equivalent to giving him the administra- 
tion of that province. These conciliatory steps liad 
the effect of making men of the most opposite parties 
see their own interest in supporting the government 
of the First Consul. 

The presence of Napoleon was now eagerly de- 
sired at Paris. He set out from Milan on the S4th 
June, and in his passage through Lyons, paused to 
lay the foundation-stone for rebuilding the Place 
Bellecour; a splendid square, which had been destroy- 
ed by the frantic vengeance of the Jacobins when 
LyiMis was retaken by them from the insurgent party 
of Ghrondins and Royalists. Finally, the Chief Con- 
sul returned to Paris upon the 2d July. He had l^t 
it on the 6th of May ; yet in the space of not. quite 
two months; how many Ix^pes had he realized ! AW 
that the most sanguine partizans had ventured to an- 
ticipiUe of his success had been exceeded. It 9eem- 
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ed that his mere presence in Italy was of itself suffi- 
cient at once to obliterate the misfortunes of a disas- 
trous campaign, and restore the fruits of his own 
brilliant victories, which had been lost during his ab- 
sence. It appeared as if he was the sun of France — 
when he was hid from her, all was gloom — ^when he 
appeared, light and serenity were restc»*ed. All the 
inhabitants, leaving their occupations, thronged to the 
Tuilleries to ohtsan a glimpse of the wonderful man, 
who appesiied with the laurel of victory in the one 
hand, and the olive of peace in the other. Shouts 
of welcome and congratulation resounded from the 
gardens, the courts, and the quays, by which the 
palace is surrounded ; high and low illuminated their 
houses ; and there were few Frenchmen^ perhaps, that 
were not for the moment partakers of the general joy. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Ntpoktm (fifftri^ and the Auttrian Envoy aecefts^ a mw TreaiyL^Tke 
Emperor rejittet it^ unless England is included.'-^Negotiatum* then 
attempted with England — They faxl^ and Austria is encouraged 
to a renewal of the War. — Reasoning on the Policy of this Con* 
elmiom^^An Armistice offorty-fioe Days is fiMowei by the rem 
gumption of Hostilities.^^attk of Hohenlinden gained by Mo- 
reau onthe Sd December ISOO-^^Other Battlei take plaecy by 
which the Austrian Affairs are made desperate^ and they agree to 
a separate Peace.~~~An Armistice takes place, which is followed by 
the Treaty of LuneviUe^^^Convention between Prance and ike 
United States-^Explamatory Eeeapitulation^^^The Queen of Nam 
pies repairs to Petersburgh to intercede with the Emperor PauLm. 
His capricious Character : originally a violent Anti^GaUican, he 
grows cold and hostile to the Austrians, and attached to the Fame 
and Character of the Chief ConsuU^Eeceives the Queen of No* 
pies with cordialityy emd apphes in her b^alf to Buoueiparte^^ 
Bis Envoy received at Paris with the utmost distinctiony and the 
Royal Family of Naples saved for the present, though on severe 
Conditions, — The NeapoHton General compelled to evacuate the 
Roman Territories^^-Rome restored to the authority of the Pope, 
Napoleon demands of the King of Spain to declare War agaimst 
Portugah-^OlivenMa and Almeida taken^^^Bwmaparte^s comdstet 
towards the Peninsular Powers overbearing and peremptory,^^ 
The British alone active in opposing the FrencK^^Malta, after 
a Blockade of two Years, obliged to submit to the English* 

Napoleon proceeded to manage with great skill 
and policy the popularity which his success had gam- 
ed for him. In war it was always his custom, after 
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lie had struck some venturous and apparently dedsive 
blow, to oflfer such conditions as might induce the 
enemy to submit, and separate his interest from that 
of his allies. Upon this system of policy he offered 
the Count de St Julien, an Austrian envoy, the con- 
ditions of a treaty, having for its basis that of Campo 
Formio, which, after the loss of Italy on the fatal field 
of Marengo, afforded terms much more favourable 
than the Emperor of Germany was entitled to have 
expected from the victors. The Austrian envoy ac- 
cordingly took upon him to subscribe these prelimi- 
naries ; but they did not meet the approbation of the 
Emperor, who placed his honour on observing accu- 
rately the engagements which he had formed with 
England, and who refused to accede to a treaty in 
which she was not included. It was added, however, 
that Lord Minto, the British ambassador at Vienna, 
had intimated Britain's willingness to be included in 
a treaty for general pacification. 

This proposal occasioned a communication between 
France and Britain, through Monsieur Otto, comrois- 
rioner for the care of French prisoners. The French 
envoy intimated, that as a preliminary to Britain^s 
entering on the treaty, she must consent to an ar- 
mistice by sea, and suspend the advantages which 
she received from her naval superiority, in the same 
manner as the First Consul of France had dispensed 
with prosecuting his victories by land. This demand 
would have withdrawn the blockade of the British 
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vessels frcfm the French sea^ports, and allowed the 
sailiog of reinforcements to Egypt and. Malta, which 
last important jdaoe was on the pcnnt of surrendering 
to the English. The British ministers were also sen- 
sible that there was, berides, a great difference be- 
tween a truce betwixt two land annies, stationed in 
presence of each other, and a suspension of naval 
hostilities over the whole world ; since in the one case, 
on breaking off the treaty, hostilities can be almost 
instantly resumed ; on the other, tlie distance and un- 
certainty of communication may prevent the war bdng 
recommenced fcnr.many months ; by which chance of 
delay, the Fr^ch, as beii^ inferior at sea, were sure 
to be the gainers. The British statesmen, therefore, 
prcq>osed scxne modifications, to prevent the obvious 
inequality of such armistice. But it was replied on 
the part of France, that though they would'accept ci 
such a modified armistice, if Great Britain would 
enter into a separate treaty, yet the Chief Consul 
would not consent to it if Austria was to be partici- 
pant of the negotiation. 

Here, therefore, the overtures of peace betwixt 
France and England were ^pwrecked, and the Aus- 
trian £mpei*or was reduced to the alternative of re- 
newing the war, or entering into a treaty without his 
allies. He appears to have deemed himself obliged to 
prrferthe moredangerousand nKnrehcmourablecoufse. 

This was a g^ierous resolution on the part (f 
Austria ; but by no means politic at the period, when 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BVONAPARTK. S89 

tlieir armtes were deviated, their national spirit de- ' 
'pressed, and when the French armies had penetrated 
60 ^ into Germany. Even Pitt himself, upon iAtdife 
-dlJdtniiig health the misfortune made a most nnflu 
Vourable impressidn, had (Considered the deteAt '61 
MsMOgo as a cond^on to the hoj^es of siieb^ 
against France for a considerable period. <^ Fdhd njp 
"the mi^,^' he said, pointhig to that of Enropie ; " k 
need not be i^in openiefd for these twenty years. - 

Yet, unwiMing to resign the conteM, even WMte b 
spark of hope remained, it was resolved Upon in t!«e 
-British coundb to encourage Austria to fsfrtber pro- 
secution of the war. Perhaps, in recornmendrng such 
a n^asure to her idly, Bt a period whence l^d siMi- 
iained such great losses, and was^ in the state trf d^ 
jection to which they gave rise. Great Britain too 
much resembled an eager and over-zealous Second, 
wlw urges his principal to ooiitinue a combM aAer 
his strength is exhausted. Austria, a great and 
powerful nation, if left to repose, would have in time 
recruited her strength, and constituted once i^n 
a balance against the power of Prance on the con- 
tinent ; but if urged to fiirtber exertions In the hour 
t>f h^ extremity, die was likely to sustain sudi far- 
ther losses, as might render her comparMively iii- 
Agnifieant for a number of yeaors. Such at least is 
the conckision whidi we, who have tbe^vadtfage 
•of conttdering the measure with reference to its con- 
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•eqiioicM, are now coMiblfd to form. At ^hf emer- 
g^ooy, thiflgft ^K^re viewed m a diflforcnt liglit. Tbe 
vie(ories of Suwarrow and of die Ardidnke Ch|u-les 
i^efp i«iiieinb»ied, a^ w^ as tbe re^Qt defeats susr 
Uttaed tiy Fc^nce ip tl^ yes^ 1799? wbich had greatiy 
tiinMabed the fame pf ber arm«. The charapt^r of 
B^iioq^parte was not jfet sufficieptly esdmated^ His 
failure b^pre Acre Imd made an Ampression ii;i Ei^- 
landf which was not erased by the victory of Maren- 
go ; tbe extreme pqdence which usi^ally tampered his 
most ventorous undertakings was not yet generally 
I^QOwn; and the belief and hope were received, that 
Ofip w^ ventured on such new and daring manoeuvres 
iw Napolepn employed^ ll^as likely to behold them 
miscarry at length, ^ th^s to fall as rapidly as he 

Influenced' by such ipotives, it was determined in 
tbo British cabinet ta ^^coucage ^e Emperor, by a 
l^an of two miUions, to p}fu:e himself and his brother, 
ih^ Archduke John, in command of the principal 
krmy, raise tlie whi3^e national force of his migbly 
4pmpipe« and at tl^ head of the numeroqs forces which 
iiexould summon in^> the field, either ppmnuind a 
n^ors equi|l peace, or try the fortune of the most 
j^^sperate yfar^ 

The money was paid, and the Emperor joined the 
iumy ; but i^e negotiations for peace were ]H>t broken 
pff. Oq the contrary, theyw^re carried on fptK^t' 
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on the tenas which Saint Julien had sofaKrttied to, 
^ith (his additional and discreditdUe dreumstane^ 
Ihat the First Consul, as a pledge of the Anstriaft 
sincerity, required that the three fortified towns tf 
Ingoldstadt, XHni, and Philipstadt, should be phued 
temporarily in the hands of the French^ a condition 
to which the Austnans were compelled to submit 
But ibe only advantage pjurdiaaed by this surrender, 
which greatly eicposed the hewditwfsr dotmnions of 
Austria, was an armistice ci forty-five days, at the 
<end of which hostilities were iagain renewed. 

In the acti<^ <^ Haag, the Archduke Jdbn, 
whose credit in the army almost ri^ralled that of his 
brother Charles, obtaioied coo^deoyble advantages; 
iind, encouraged by tbem, he ventured on the M of 
December 1 800, two days afterwards, a great and de- 
dsive encounter with Moreau. This was the occa^ 
sion on which that general gained over the Austriaas 
the bloody and most important victory of Hchen- 
linden, an achievement which did much to keep his 
reputation for military talents abrieast vith that of tbe 
First Consul himselt Moneau pursued hb victory, 
and obtained possesion of Salzburg. At the same 
time Augereau, at , the head of the GaUo-BalaViaa 
army, pressed forward into fiohemta; and MaodooaM, 
-passing from the country of the Grisons iilto the 
Vaiteline, forced a divi^n of hb army across the 
ji^Iindo^ and communicated with j^fa^ena and the 
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f reiMh nmj ib Italj. liie A««lri«n alPmrs aeenfted 
ttHerty despeiAtv. Tfae Archduke Chafles was a^in 

' pkwd attbe head ef her fcn'oes, but they were so to- 
(aUj disdouraged, that ft rdtreat on all pmnts was the 
oolj measure which omild be executed/ 

Another and a* final cessation of arms was now the 
iDBlyresoUrce of tfae Austrians ; and, in order to ih- 
tafai it,' the Emperor was compelled to agree to midLe 

' a piaee separate from his allies. Britain, in consider- 
atidi crfthe exti ' emil y to which her ally was reduced, 

"voruntarily rriieved him from the engagement 1^ 

.wfaiah he was restimned from doing so without her 

- participation. An armistice shortly afterwards took 
^ace, and the Austrians being now suffi^endy hum- 
UM,' it was speedily followed by a peace. Joseph 
'Buon^NRte, for this purpose, met with the Austrian 
minister. Count Ck>bentKel, at LuneiiiUe, where the 
negotiations were carried on. 

There were two conditions of the treaty, whidi 
Were pecaliarly galling to the Emperor. Buona- 
•pMe pmretnptoriiy exacted the cesmn of Tuscany, 
"Aa here^ary dcmiinfons df^ the' brother of Francis, 

' which Urdte to* be given up to a prince of the House 
ml Pimsia, while the Archduke was to obtain an in- 
deanrity in Germany. The French Consul demand- 

' ad, with no less pertinacity, that Francis (thpi^ not 
empoweMl to do so l^ the Germanic coostitutioB) 
should confirm the peace, as well in his cap«»t/of 
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Eduperor of Germany, a$ in that of aovoragn of bit; 
own hereditary donumoojBi. Thb demand^ from whieh. 
Buonaimrte would on no account depart, inyQlv«d a 
point of great difficulty and delicacy. One oC iho; 
principal clauses of the: treaty included the cession 
of the whole territorieakon the left bank of die Bhiniei 
to the French Republics; tln^reby depriving not ovlj. 
Austria, but Prussia, and various other princes ofi 
the German empire, of thar possesions. in the dis^ 
tricts, which were now made over to France. It, was. 
provided that the Princes who should suffer such, 
deprivations, were to be remunerated by indemnities^ 
as they were termed, to be alloted toth^n at the- 
expense of the Germanic body in general. Now^ die. 
Emperor had no power to authorize the alienation of 
these fiefft of the empire, witJiout consent of the Diet, 
and thds was. strongly urged by: his envoy. 
. Buonaparte was, however,* determined to make 
peace on no ot^r terms than those of the Emperor^a 
gmng awmj what was not bis^bestow. Francis vsas 
compelled to submit, and, as the neoesmty oi the case 
pleaded its iqpology, the act of the Emperor was af«. 
t^rwards ratified by the Diet. Except in these nmr*. 
tifying ckkims, the submission to which plainly inti- 
mated the want of powev to resist complusion„ the 
treaty of LuneviUe was not much nunre advantageous 
to France than that of Campo Formio.; and the JMa. 
deration of the First Consul indicated at once, his: 
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denre of peace upon the contiiient, and oonfaderable 
reqwct for the bravely and strength of A^tistita^ 
though enfeebled by sudi hnwes as those of Marengo 
and Hohenfinden. 

We faave already nbtioed the disputes betwixt 
France and America, and the scandalous turn 6f 
the negotiations, by whidi the French Directory ' at- 
tempted to buliy or wheedle the United States oot 
of a sum of money, vAiiclfj in part at least, wds to be 
dedicated to'thmr own private use. Since that time 
the aggresnonst cemmiMed' by the French' on the 
American navy had been so numerous, that the two 
republics seemed about to go to war, and the United- 
Slates actually issued -letters of marque for making 
reprisals on the* French. New communications and 
negotiations^ however,- were opened, whicb Buona- 
parte studied to bring to maturity. His brother 
Joaefdi acted as negotiator^ and on the SOth of S^p. 
tember 1800^ a convention was entered into, to sub- 
sist for die space of eight years, agreeing on certain 
^nodifications of the right of search, declaring that 
commerce should be free between the countries, and- 
that the captures on cither side, excepting such as' 
were contraband^ and destined for an enemy '^s har- 
bour,, dieuld be mutually re^ored. Thus Buona- 
parte restored peace between France and' the United 
States, and prevented the latter, in all probability,: 
from throwing themselves into a closer union witk 
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BKtain^ to which their common descent, with the si- 
inilarity of manners, langUi^, and Ifaw^ overcoming 
the riecollection of recent hostilities, might have 
otherwise strongly inclined them. 

Still more important results i^ere derived by Na- 
poleon, from the address and political sagacity, with 
which^ in aoooknmodating matters with the court ot 
Naples, be contrived to form what finally became a 
strong and {^redominatiiij^ interest in the councils^ 
and even the affections of a monarch, whose amity 
was^ of all others, the mo^t idiportant to his plans. 
The (»ince Eluded to was the ^Emperor of BUssi^ 
who had been, during the preceding year, the m'ost 
formidable and successful enemy encountered by 
France since her revolution. A short resumjiiioh bf 
facts is necessary, Vo understand the circum^taabei^ in 
which the n^otiation with Naplies originated; 

When Buonaparte departed for Egypt^ all Italy, 
excepting Tuscany, and \he doihiniohs assigned to 
Austria by the treaty of Campo Formib, was in the 
hands of the Fr)3nch ; while Naples was goverhed hy 
the ephemeral FarChenopean Bepublie, and the dty 
of the Popes by that which assumed the superb ti^le 
of Roman; These authorities^ however, were only 
nominal; the French generals exercised tlie real 
authority in both countries. Suddenly, and as if by 
inagic, thb whole state of affair&i was chapged by tli^ , 
military talents of Suwarrow. The Austriioiis and 
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We hare not hitherto mentioned, except cursorily, 
the powerful prince whose mediation she implorecf. 
The son and successor of the celebrated Catherine,* 
far from posscfssing the prudence and pctitical sagaci- 
ty of hift roothet, seemed rather to display the heady 
passions and inipei*fect juc^ment of his unfortunate! 
Iktber. He was capricious in the choice of his ob- 
jects, pursuing for the time, with uncommon and ir- 
regular zeal and pertinacity, .projects which he after- 
wards disTcarded ^nd abandoned, sweHing trifles of 
dhefss of behaVioui' Into matters of importance, and 
tte^ecting, on the other hand, what was of real con- 
sequence ; — governed, in short, rather by imaginatioit 
than by his reasoning qualities, and sometimes aflR:>rd- 
hig room to believe that he actually laboured tinder a 
partial aberration of mind. Such characters arc often 
to be met with in private society, the restraints of 
which keep them vWithm such limits, that they pas^ 
through life without attracting much notice, unless; 
when creating a little mirth, or giving rii^ to some 
passii^ wonder. But an absolute prince, possessed 
of such a disposhion, is like a giddy person placedf 
on the verge of a precipice, which would try fhe 
soundest head, and must overpower a, weak one. 

The Emperor had first distinguished hSmself by 
sta energetic defence of the rights of sovereigns, and 
a hatred of whatever belonged to or was connected 
with the French Revolution, from a p<4idcal maxima 
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to the diape of a coat or a hat The brother of 
IxMiift XVI., and iDberiCcnr of his rights, found a re-« 
fuge in the Russian dominions; and Paul, fond, as 
most princes are, of miUtai^y gk^y, promts^ himself 
that of restoring the fiouriaon djnasty by force of 
arms; 

The train of victories acquired by Suw a rrmv was 
well calculated to foster these original partialities of 
the Empehnr ; and, accordingly, wirile success ooatN 
nised to wait on his banner^, he loaded his general 
with marks of his n^ard, elevated him to the rank 
of a prince, and conferred oo him the title of Ital- 
insky, or Italicus. 

The very first and only misfortune which befel Su- 
warrowj seems to have ruined him in the opinion of 
Tii^ capricious master. The defeat of Eorsakow by 
Massena, near Zurich, had involved Suwarrow in 
great momentary danger as he advanced into Swit. 
aerland, reckoning on tlie support of that general, 
whose disaster left his right uncovered. Now, al« 
though Suwarrow saved his army on this occasion 
by a retreat^ which required equal talent to that which 
achieved his numerous victories, yet the bare fact of 
his having received a check, was sufficient to rain 
him with his haughty sovereign. Paul was yet more 
offended with the conduct oi the Austrians. The 
Archduke Charles having left Switzerland to descend 
isto Grermany, had given occasion imd opportunity 
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for Mttttena to cross the Limuuit and surprise ISot^ 
sdcow ; and this, notwithstanding every explanation 
and apology, rankled in the mind of the Czar. He 
recdkd his amies from tbe frontiers of Gennaay, 
and tvtated his veteran and victoiiojas general with 
such marks of neglect and displeasure, that the dd 
man's heart sunk under th^n. 

In the meanwhile, Paul gi^hcned up farth^ sub- 
jecta of complaint against the Austrian, goyernmem, 
and complained of their having neglected to provide 
for some Bussian prisoners, under a cajntulation 
which they made in behalf of their own, at the sur- 
render of Anoona to the French. 

The Austrians could not afford to lose sa power- 
ful and efficient an ally in the day of thnr adveraly. 
They endeavoured to explain, that the mc^ement of 
the Archduke Charies was inevitahly necessary,- in 
consequence of an invasion of the Austrian territory 
-T^ey laid the blame of the omission of the Russians 
in the capitulation upon the commandant Froe&cfa, 
and ofiered to place him under arrest. The Em* 
peror of Austria even proposed^ in d^pite o£ the 
natural pride which is proper to his distinguished 
House to place Suwarrow at the head of the Aim^ 
trian armies, — a proffer which, if it had been accept- 
^ might have given rise to an extFaon£n«ry strug* 
gle betwixt the experience, determmation, and war- 
li)te skill of the veteran Scythian, and the.£ormidaUe 
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talents of Buondiparte, and which perhaps contaia- 
«d the only chabde which &ckrope posdess^ at the 
time, of dppdsirtg to the latter a rival Wonhjr of 
himself; for Siiwarrdw had never yet been ccmquer- 
ed, and possessed an irresistible influence over the 
minds ojf his soldiers> Th^e great generals, how- 
ever, wiere nttt destined evfer to decide the fote of tlie 
w<tt-M by their meeting. 

Sawar^dw^ a Russian in all his feelings, brc4ce his 
Ifekrt, and died under th^ unmerited di^easure of bis 
' Etiafyeror^ whom he had served with so mudi fidelity. 
If the memory of his unfortunate sovereign were to 
be judged of according to ordinary rules, his conduct 
t90WM*d^ his distinguished subject would have left on 
it an indeMble stigma. As it is, the event must pass 
as another proof, that the Emperor Paul was not 
•am^Mbfe, from the construction of his understand- 
ing and temperament, to the ordinary rules of cen- 
sure. 

MeanwMIe, the proposals of Austria were in rain. 
The Czar was not to be brought bacic to his former 
isentiments. He was like a spoiled child, who, tired 
of bis favourite toy, seems bent to break asunder 
mid destroy what was lately the dearest object of his 
rkStiotion. 

When such a character as Paul changes his (pi- 
nion of his friends, he generally runs mto the oppo- 
site extreme, and alters also his thoughts of his ene- 
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OI108. Like his father, and others whose imaghmtion 
is indifferently regulated, the Czar had need of some 
one <^ whom to make his idol. The extravagant ad- 
* miration which the Emperor Peter felt for Frederick 
of Prussia, could not wdl be entertained for any one 
BOW alive, unless it were the First CcHisul of France ; 
afid on him, therefore, Paul was now disposed to 
turn his eyes with a mixture of wonder, and of a widi 
to imitate what he wond^^ at* This extravagance 
of admiration is a passion natural to sonie minds, {ne- 
vm* strong ones,) and may be oomipared to that ten- 
dency which others have to be in love all their live^ 
-in defiance of advancing age and other obstacles. 

When Paul was beginning to entertain this fan- 
mour, the arrival of the Qqeen of Sicily at his court 
gave him a graceful and even dignified eppc^unity 
to approach towards a connexion with Napoleon 
Buonaparte. His pride, too, must have been gr^i- 
fied by seeing the daughter of the renowned Maria 
Theresa, the sister of the Emperor of Austria, at his 
€ourt of St Petersburgh, soliciting from the Czar pf 
Russia the protection which her brother was totally 
unable to afibrd her ; and a successful interfer^ice in 
her behalf would be a kind of insult to the misfortunes 
of that brother, against whom, as we have ndticed* 
Paul noiu*ish^ resentful feelings. He therefore re- 
solved to open a communication with France, in be- 
half of the royal family of Naples. Lewinshpff, GrandL 
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Huntsman of Russia, was dispatched to make the 
pvertures of mediation. He was received with the 
utmost distinction at Paris, and Buonaparte made 
an ihs|:ant and graceful cpncession to the request of 
the Emperor FauL The First Consul agreed to sus- 
pend bis military open^ions against Naples, and to 
leave th(S Boyal family in possession q{ their sove- 
reignty ; reserving to himself, bowevel*, the right of 
dictating the terms under which he was to grant 
them such an amnestyt 

It was time that some effectual interposition should 
take place in defence of the King of Naples, who, 
though he h^ around him a nation individually 
brave and enthusiastic, was so ill-served, that his re- 
gular army was in the worst and most imperfect state 
of discipline. Murat, to whom Buonaparte had com*, 
mitted the task of executing his vengeance on Naples, 
had already crossed the Alps, and placed himself at 
the head of an army of ten thousand chosen men ; 
a force then judged sufficient not only to drive the Nea- 
politan general Damas out of the Ecclesiastical Stales, 
but to pursue him as far as Naples, and Occupy that 
beautiful capital of a prince, whose regular army con- 
sisted of more than thirty thousand soldiers, apd whose 
irregular fwces might have been increased to any 
number by the oiountainecrs of Calabria, who form 
excellent light troops, and by the numerous Lazzar<?ni 
pf Naples, who had displayed th^ir valour against 
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Championet, upon the fint invandii of the Ftieudh. 
But lAte zeal of a nation avadh little Irhen thi^ 'spirit 
of the government bears no proportion to it. The 
government of Naples dreaded the approach <jf MH- 
rat as that of the Angel of Death ; and they receivfefl 
die news that Lewinshoff had joined the French ge- 
neral at Florence^ as a condemned criihiii^li txAght 
have heard the news of a reprieve. The Ru^kfa 
envoy was reii^ved with distinguish^ honbiirs igU 
Florence. Murat appeared at 'the thedtre wJth Ue^- 
inshoff, where the ItkUaiis, Who had ^ lately seen 
the Russian and French banners placed in bloody 
dppodticm to ^ach other^ how bdbeld thc^ fbrm^ly 
united in presence of thes6 dignitaries ; in s%b, it 
was said, that the two nations were combined fiirtbe 
peace of the wbrld and general benefit 6f hiitnanity. 
Untimely augUry ! How often after that period did 
these standards meet in the bloodiest fields history 
ever recorded ; and what a long and desperate iiiiig- 
gle was yet in i*eserve ere the general pi^ace m bbklly 
predicted was at length restored ! 

The respect paid by the First Consul to thfe iHMies 
of Paul, saved for the present the royal family of 
Naples ; but Murat, nevertheless, made them eitjie- 
rience a full portion of the bitter cup which thfe van- 
quished are generally doomed to swallow. OeiUeral 
Damas was commanded in the haughtiest ferms to 
evacuate the Roman States, and not to presume to- 
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claim any benefit from the armistice which had been 
extended to the Austiians. At the same time, while 
the Neapolitans were thus, compdled hastily to eva- 
cuate the Roman territories, general surprise was ex- 
hibited, when, instead of marching to Rome, and re- 
establishing the authority of the Roman Republic, 
Murat, according to the orders which he had recei-. 
yed from the First Consul, carefully respected the 
territ<»ry of the Church, and reinstalled the officers 
of the Pope in what had been Icmg termed the patri- 
mony of St Peter's. This unexpected turn of cir- 
cumstances originated in high policy on the part of 
Buonaparte. 

i We certainly do Napoleon no injustice in saip- 
posing, that personally he had little or no influen- 
tial sense of religion. Some obscure yet rooted doc- 
trines of fatality, seem, so far as we can judge, to 
have formed the extent of his metajAysical creed. 
We can scarce t&mx him even a deist ; and he was 
an abscdute stranger to every modification of Chris- 
tian belief and worship. But he saw and valued the 
use of a naticxial retigion as an engine of state policy. 
In Egypt, he was <ksirous of being thought an en- 
voy of Heaven ; and though undrcumcised, drink- 
ing wine and eating pork, still claimed to be account- 
ed a follower of the law of the Prophet. He had 
pathetically expostulated with the Turks on their 
hostility towards him. Tlie French, he said, had 

VOL. IV. u 
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OMsed to be foUoweri of Jems; and now that 
tliey were ahnost, if not altogether, Moelemah, would 
the true belierem make war on those who had over* 
thrown the cross, dethroned the Pope, and eKtirpa- 
ted the order of Malta, the sworn persecutors of tbe 
Moslem faith? On his return to France, all this 
was to be forgotten, or only remembered as a tridt 
played upon the infidels. He was, as we have said, 
aware of the necessity of a national faith to support 
the civil government ; and as, while in Egypt, he 
affected to have destroyed the Catholic reBgion in 
honour of that of Mahomed, so, returned to Eurc^, 
he was now desirous to become the restorer of the 
temporal territories of the Pope^ in order to obtain 
such a settlement of church i^airs in France, as 
might procure for his own government the counte- 
nance of the Sovereign Pontiff, and for himself im 
ftdmission into the pale of Christian princes. This 
restitution was in some measure connstent widi his 
poHcy in 1798, when he had spared the temporalities 
of the Holy See« Totally indifferent as Napoleon 
was to religion in his personal capacity, his whofe 
eonduct shows his sense of its importance to die ex«- 
istence of a settled and peaceful state of society* 

Beades evacuating the Ecclesiastical States, the 
Neapolitans were compelled by Murat to restore 
various paintings^ statues, and other objects of art, 
which they had, in imitation of Buonaparte, taken 
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fordUy fiom the Romans, — so captivating is the in- 
fluence of bad example. A French army <^ about 
eighteen thousand men was to be quartered in Cala- 
bria, less for the purpose of enforcing the ccmditions 
of peace, than to save France the expense of support- 
ing the tvoopsi and to h^ve them stationed where 
they might be epibarked for Egypt at the shortest 
notice. The harbours of the NeapcJitan dominions 
were of eourse to be dosed agiunirt the English. A 
cession of p^ <^ the ide cf Elba, aid the relinquish* 
ment of all pretensiops upon Tuscany, summed up 
the sacrifices of the ]^ng of Naples^ who, consider- 
itig bow, often he had brav^ Napoleon, had gre^t 
reasKKi to thank the Emperor of Riissia for bis effec« 
tual mediaticHi m his favour. 

Hlm^ various measures respectiog fordgp reli^ 
ibns, the treaty pf I^uneville, th? acqui^tion of the 
good'^will of the Emperor Paul, the restoration of 
Borne to the Pope's authority, and the mildness of 
$he penalty inflicted on the Kiag of Na{des, seemed 
all to sprii^ from a soqnd and moderate system, the 
dbiject of which w^ rather the consolidation of Na- 
poleon's government, than any wish to extend its in^ 
fluence or its eoaquept8< IJis pl^ns^ in after times, 
ofym exbilHted a mixtqte <^ th^ gr^te^t good sense 
and prudence^ with rash and splenetic ex{dosions of 
aaovernsag^ mibit^Q^ or a tamper irritated by op. 
position ) but it is to be remembered that Buonaparte 
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was not yet so firm in the authority which he had 
but just acquired, as to encourage any display oi t)ie 
infirmities of his mind and temper. 

His behaviour towards Portugal was, however, 
of a character deviating from the moderation he had 
in general displayed. Portugal, the ancient and 
faithful ally of England, was on that account .the 
especial object of the First ConsuPs displeasure. He^ 
therefore, demanded of the King of Spain^ wba, 
since the peace between the countries, had been the 
submissive vassal of France, to declare war on the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, although the husband 
of his daughter. War accordingly was declared, 
in obedience to the mandate of the First Ccmsul, 
and the Spanish armies, together with an auxiliary 
army of French under Leclerc, entered Portugal, 
took Oli venza and Almeida, and compelled the Prince 
Regent, 6th of June 1801, to sign a treaty, enga- 
ging to shut his ports against the Engli^, and sur- 
rendering to Spain, Olivenza, and other places on the 
frontier of the Guadiana. Buonaparte was highly 
discontented with this treaty, to which he would not 
accede ; and he refused, at the same time, to with^ 
draw from Spain the army of Leclerc. Onahe ^th 
September, he condescended to grant Portugal peace, 
under some additional terms, which were not in t^aoa- 
selves of much consequence, although th^ oyeribear- 
ing ^nd peremptory conduct which he exhibited 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 809 

towards the peninsular powers, was a sign of the dic- 
tatorial spirit which he was prepared to assume in^the 
affairs of Europe. 

The same disposition was maqifested in the mode 
by which Buonaparte was pleased to show his sense 
of the King of Spain's complaisance. He chose for 
that purpose to create a kingdom and a king — a king, 
too, of the house of fionrbon. An Infant of Spain 
obtmned the throne of Tuscany, under the name of 
Etruria, rent from the bouse of Austria. Madame 
de Stael terms this the commencement of the great 
masquerade c£ Europe ; but it was more properly the 
^lecond act. The stage, during the first, was occupied 
by a quadrille of republics, who were now to be re- 
placed by an anti-mask of kings. This display of 
power pleased the national vanity, and an uproar of 
iqsplause ensued, while the audience at the theatre 
applied to Buonaparte the well-known line — 

*•* J*ai fait des rois, madame, et n*ai pas touIu Petre.** 

While all the continent appeared thus willing to 
submit to one so ready to avail himself of their sub- 
jection, Brit«un alone remained at war ; without allies, 
without^ it might seem, a direct object ; yet on the 
grand and unalterable principle, that no partial dis- 
tress should induce her to submit to the system of 
degradation, which seemed preparing for all nations 
under the yoke of France, and which had placed 
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France herself, with all her aflRscted ztel for libaly, 
under the goTernment of an arbilnuy ruler. On 
every point the English squadron^ annihilated the 
commerce of France, crippled her revenues, blockad* 
ed her ports, and prevented those (56mlnnations which 
would have crowned the total conqueist of Europe, 
could the Master, as be might now be called, of the 
Land, have enjoyed, at the same time, the facilities 
which can only be afforded by ccnnmunication by sea. 

It was in vain that Buonaparte, who, besides his 
natural hardiness of perseverance, connected a part 
of his own glory with the preservation *ol Egypt^ ^i- 
deavoured by various m^ans to send Supplies to thm 
distant province. His convoys were driven back 
into harbour by the English fleets ; and he directed 
against his admirals, who could not achieve impossi* 
bilities, the unavailing resentment natural to one who 
was so little accustomed to disappointment. 

The chance of relieving Egypt was rendered yet 
more precarious by the loss of Malta^ which, after a 
distressing blockade of two years, was obliged to sub- 
mit to the English arms on the 5th of September 
1800. The English were thus in possession of a 
strong, and almost impregnable citadel, in the midst 
of the Mediterranean, with an excellent harbour, and 
everything required for a naval station of the first 
importance ; above all, they had obtained the very 
spot which Buonaparte had fixed upon for maintain* 
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ing the communication with Egypt, which was now 
in greater danger than ever. 

The capture of Malta was, however, by its oonse- 
qtlences, favourable to Napoleon'^s views in one im- 
portant respect. The Emperor Paul imagined he 
had rights upon that island, in consequence of his 
having declared himself Grand Master of the Order 
of Saint John ; and although, by his deserting the 
coalition, and abandoning the common cause, he had 
lost all right to expect that Great Britain should sur- 
render to him an important acquisition made by her 
own arms, yet, with his usual intemperate indulgence 
of passion, he conceived himself deeply injured by its 
being withheld, and nourished from that time an im- 
placable resentment against England and her govern- 
ment, the effects of which are afterwards to be traced. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Jniemul Government of Francc-^-Generdl attachment to the Chief 
Contuly thougft. the two Factions of Sepublicam and Royaliattare 
hostile to him, — Plot of the former to remove him ly AtstuHnation 
— Drfeated,^^Vain hopes of the Royalists^ that Napoleon would 
he the instrument of restoring the Bonrhons^-Apphcations to him 
for that ^fftct disappoUsted^-~RoyaMsts methotliMe the Plot qf the 
Infernal Machine — Description of U-^It fails,~^Suspicion first 
faUs on the Republicans^ and a decree of transportation is passed 
against a great number of their Chiefs — but is not carried into eX" 
ecutiofu-^The actual Conspirators tried and executed. — Use made 
by Buonaparte tf the Conspiracy to consolidate Despotism.'^Va-' 
rious Measures devised Jbr that purpose. — System of the Police, 
-^Fouche — His Skill, Influence^ and Power, — Napoleon becomes 
jealous of him f and organizes measures of precaution against him, 
.^Apprehension entertained by the Chief Consul of the efftcts of 
Literature^ and his ^fbrts against it-^Persecution of Madame 
de Stael^The Concordat^Various Views taken of that Measure. 
^^Planfor a general System of Jurisprudencc-^-Amnesty grant.' 
ed to the EmigranU, — Plans of Public Education, — Other Pkms 
of Improvement, — Hopes of a General Peace, 

We return to the internal government of France' 
under the Chief Consul. 

The events subsequent to the revolution of the 1 8th 
Brumaire, seemed to work a miraculous change on 
the French nation. The superior talents of Napo- 
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leon, with the policy exercised by Talleyrand and 
Fouche, and the other statesmen of ability whom he 
had called into administration, and who desired at 
all events to put an end to further revolutionary 
movements— but, above all, die victory of Marengo, 
had at once created and attached to the person of 
the Chief Consul an immense party, which might 
be said to comprehend all those, who, being neither 
decided Royalists nor determined Republicans, were 
indifferent about the form of the government, so they 
found ease and protection while living under it. 

But, on the other hand, the heads of the two fac- 
tions continued to exist; and, as the power of the First 
Consul became at once more absolute and more con- 
solidated, it grew doubly liateful and formidable to 
tbem. His political existence was a total obstruction 
to the systems of both parties, and yet one which H 
was imposdble to remove. There was no national 
council left, in which the authority of the First Consul 
could be disputed, or his measures impeached. The 
strength of his military power bid defiance alike to 
popular commotions, if the Democrats had yet pos- 
sessed the means of exerting them, and to the scatter, 
ed bands of the Royalist insurgents. What chance 
remained for ridding themselves of the autocrat, in 
whom the Republicans saw a dictator, the Royalists 
an usurper? None, save that, being mortal, Napoleoq 
was subject to be taken off by.assasnnation. 
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The DemoGfats were nattratty the first to medi- 
tate an cnterpiiie of this nature. The tight of ta- 
king off a tyrant was, according to their ct^ed, as 
proper to any private otti^n as to those who c^pOi. 
aed him armed in the field. The act of Hannoditis 
and Aristogiton->-the noble deed of Brutus and his 
aasdeiates*— were consecrated in history, and esteem- 
ed so congenial to the nature of a free constitution, 
that the Convention, on the motion of Jean de Brie, 
had at one time determined to raise a l^ion of assaa- 
ans, armed with poniards, who should devote them^- 
selves to the pious task of exterminating all foreign 
princes, statesmen, and ministers'^^in short, all who 
were accounted the foes of freedom, without pity bkr 
^stinction. In a party entertaining such prindples, 
there could be no scruple on the score of morality ; 
and where they had been so lately professed by thou- 
Mmds, it seined natural that, amid the multitude^ 
they must have made a deep impression on some 
enthusiastic and gloomy disposition, which might be 
easily provoked to act upon them. 

It is no wonder, therefore, that some obscure Ja- 
cobins riiottld have early nourished the purpose dT 
assassinating Napdeon, as the enemy of his coun- 
try's freedom, and the destrojrer of her Hberties ; but 
it is singular, that most of the conspirators i^atnat 
his person were Italians. Arena, brother of the de- 
puty who was said to have aimed a dagger at Buomu 
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head <^ Uie ccnufxiraey. He/wat a Coiticaii* With 
him, Cerasdii and Daaaa, two ItaHaii refugees ; a 
paniter, called Tojdno Lebrun; and two or thlree en- 
thusiasts of low oonditiOD, fimned a plot for the pur* 
pose of assasmnating the Chief Conml at the Opera* 
house* Their intentioii was detected By the police; 
C^ascfai and JXmA were arrested bdimd the scenes, 
lurmed, it was said, and {prepared for the attempt, 
and Napoleon was congratulated by most of the 
eoBstituted autlM)rities upon havuig escaped a great 
danger. 

Crassous, President of the Tribunate, made a ein» 
gular speech on the occasion, which would almost 
bear a double interpretation. << There had been so 
many conspiracies,^ he said, << at so many diffa:ent 
periods, and under so many different pretexts, Whith 
had never been followed up either by inquiry or j>\u 
nishment, that a great number of good dtiz^is had 
become sceptical on the subject of their existence. 
This incredulity was dangerous,^ he argued ; <^ it 
was time it should be ended.^ With this view. 
Monsieur Crassous recommended, that the peiiBons 
guilty on the present occa^on should be proseoited 
and punished with all the solemnity and rigour of the 
laws. 

Buonaparte replied, #ith military indifference, 
that be had been in no real danger. << The con* 
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temptiUe wwtcbes,^ he sdd, in somediii^ like a re^ 
newal of his Egyptian Teiii, .^^ had no power to cod»- 
mit the crime they meditated. Besides the asast- 
ance of the whole audience, I had with me a fnquet 
ot my brave guard, from whom the wretches could 
not have borne a look.*" So ended this lingular dis- 
course ; and it is remarkaUe that neither were the 
circumstances of the plot made public, nor the con- 
q)irators punishied, till the mcnre memorable attempt 
on Napoleon'^s life by die Royalists* 

The Royalists, as a party, had far more interest 
with Buonaparte than the Democrats. The former 
approved of the principles fmd f<Mrm of his govern- 
ment, — ^it was only necessary for their convernon, 
that they should learn to endure his person ; where^ 
as the Jacobins being equally averse to the office to 
which he aspired, to his power, and to himself, th^re 
were no hopes of th^r^being brought to tolerate either 
the monarch or the man. Of the latter, therefore. 
Napoleon entertained equal dislike and distrust ; 
while, from obvious causes, his feelings towards the 
former were in some measure frifendly. . . ; . . 

The RoyaUsts, too, for some time ^itertained a 
good opinion of Buonaparte, and conceived that he 
intended, in his own time and in his own way, to act 
in behalf of the exiled royal family. The enthu- 
siastic of the party were at a loss to conceive that 
the thi^OUe of France should be again erected, and 
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that any one but a Bourbon Bhoold dare to ^ascend 
it. It seemed to them impossible that the monar- 
chy should revive without the restoration d the legi- 
timate monarch, and they could not. believe that 
a Consican' soldiar of fortune would meditate an 
usurpadon, or that France would be for a moment 
tdlarant of his pretensions. The word liberty had, 
indeed, misled the people of France for a, time, but, 
diat illusion being disiupated, their natural love to 
the royal race would return like a reviving spring, 
and i^^ain run in its old channel. 
' So gena*al was the belief among this class, that 
Buonaparte meditated the restoration of the Bour- 
bons, that several agents of the family inade their 
way so far as to sound his own mind upon the sub^ 
ject. Louis himself, afterwards XVIII., addressed 
to the First Consul a letter of the following tenor : — 
^^ You cannot achieve the happiness of France witi} 
out iny restoration, any more than I can ascend the 
tfanme which is my right, without your co-operation. 
Hasten then to complete the good work, which 
none but you can accomplish, and name the rewards 
which you claim tor your friends.'' 

Buonaparte answered the letter with cold civility. 
He esteemed the person, he siud, and pitied th^ mi&. 
fortunes, of his Royal Highness the Compte d^ 
Provence; and should be glad to assist him, did an 
c^portunity permit. But as his Royal Highnes^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



818 LIFE OF 

could not be fcstorad to Frmce, save at the exprntfe 
of an hundred thouaand liveo, it was an enterpriae 
in which he, Buonaparte, mmt dedioe to aid him. 

A lest direct, and more artful course, is said to 
have been attempted, by the mission of the Duchess^ 
de Ghnche, one of the most beautiful and pkamBg 
women of the time, who, obtaining permisMon to 
come to Paris under pretext c^ her pcirate. affairs, 
was introduced at the Tuilleries, and delighted Joi- 
8(q>hiiie with the d^ance of her manners. Napo- 
leon did not escape the fascination, but the iitttaBt 
she touched on the subject of politics, the interest* 
ing Ducbesse received ah order to quit Paris. 

As soon as the rojFalists discovered, by the failure 
c^ these and lumilar applications, as well as by the 
gradual tendency of Buonaparte^s measures^ that the 
restoration of the Bourbons was the thing farthest 
from his purpose, tbfir disappointment eica^perated 
them against die audackms individual, whose angle 
person seemed now the only obstacle to that erent. 
Monardiical power was restored, in spirit at least, if 
not in form ; was it to be endured, the mere zealous 
followers of the Bourbons den^anded of each other, 
that it should become the prize of a mHilary usurp- 
er ? This party, as well as that of the JacobiBB, coo. 
tmned doubtless many adherents, whom the enthii^ 
siasm of their political prindples disposed to serve 
their cause, even at the exp^fise of great crimes 
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The senthsients of the princes <tf the royal tmnSiy 
upcm such a subject, were bedomiiig their high 
rank.* They were resolved to combat Buonaparte's 
pretensions "with open fcnxe, siich as befitted their 
pretensions as head of the chivalry of France, but 
to leave to Jacobins the schemes of private assasmna- 
tion. StiU there must have been many, among those 
diaracters which are found during the miseries and 
drimes of civil virar, who oonpeived that the aesassma^ 
Uon of the Chief Cmisul would be received as good 
service when accomplished; although it might not 
b^ authorized beforehand. Ni^^ there may have 
been partisans zealous enough to take the crime and 
puniqhm^it on themselves, without looking fiirther 
than the advantage which thdr party would recrive 
by the action. 

A horrible invaition, first hatched, it is dhd, by 
the Jaoobins,f was adopted by certain Boyalists of a 



* The (pinions o( the loyal family were nobly expressed, in a let- 
ter written by the Prince of Cond^ to the Compte d'Artois, at a 
later period, 24tfa January 1802, whidi will be hereafter quoted m 
length. 

f It is said, in the Memoirs of Fouch^, ihat the infernal machfaie 
was the invention originally c^ a Jaeobin named ChtraHer, Assisted 
by Yeycer, one of the same party ; that they even made an eiperi* 
ment of its power, by exploding an engine of the kind behind the 
Convent de la Sahpetriere; that this circumstance difewoo &em the 
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low dtaeriplkn, remarkable «s actors in the man of 
die Chouans, of whom.tbe leaders were nam^ par- 
boil and St Regent It was a madiine cpnsialii^.oCa 
barrel of gunpowder, placed on a cart to which it 
was 8tn»igly secured, and charged with grape^^shot 
io disposed around the barrel, as to be dispensed in 
every direction bj the explonion. The fire was to 
be communicated by a slow matdi. It was the pur- 
pose of the conspirators, undeterred by tbe indiscri- 
minate slaughter which suciv a discharge must occa- 
inon, to place the machine in the street through 
which the First Consul was to go to the Opem, b»* 
^di^ xrontrived that it should explode, exactly as his 
carriage dhould pass the spot; and, strange tg sajr^ 
this sbrati^mn, which sekned as uncertain as it^^'fr^s 
atrocious, was within an hairVbreadth of success 

On the evening of the 10th October 1800, Bo^ 
naparte has informed us, that though he himself felt 
a strong desire to remain at home, bis wife and one 
or two intimate fnends insisted that he should go to 



atteotkm of the police, and that they were arrested. It does not^ap- 
pear by what means the Royalists became privy to the Jacobin plot, 
nor is the story in all its parts very pfobable ; yet U would, won 
it.must be partly trae^ since the attempt by means of the inferpal 
maehine was at first charged upon the Jacobins, in consequence <^ 
Chevalier's^ being known to have had some scheme in agitation, to be 
eiE^ciited by similar means, in the course of the previous year. 
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the, Opera. He was slumbering under a eam^y whe» 
Aey awaked him. One brought his hat, another his 
twcvd. He was in a manner farced into hb carrii(ge, 
where he agata siambered, and was dreaming of the 
dbnuger which he had escaped in an attempt lo paaa 
ihe river TagHamento some jears before. Oil a sud« 
den he liwaked amidst thunder and flame. 'i 

The cart bevringthe engine, which was placed in tii» 
street St Nicaise, intercepted tlra progress of the Chief 
CoDSuPs coach, which passed itwith sopse difficulty. St 
Regent had fired the match at the appointed instant ; 
but the coachman, who chanced to be somewhat inh» 
toxicated, driving unusually fast, the carriage had 
ptttoed die maehine two seconds befcMre the explDsidn* 
took place ; and that almost impenseptible fraction ofi 
time was enough to save the itfe which was ainwd at. 
The explosion was terrible. Two or three houscr^ 
were greatly damaged — ^twenty persons killed^ ai^ 
about flfty-three wounded ; among the latter was the 
incendiary St ft^ent. The report was hewd several 
leagues from Paris. Buonaparte insUntly ex phined v 
to Lanties and Bessieres, who were in the carriage,^ 
^ We are blown up P The attendants would have 
stepped the coach, but with more presence of mmd 
he commanded diem to drive on, and arrived in safety 
at the Opera ; his ooacbman during the whcie time 
nerer dbcovering what Ind happened, but cmM^ 

YOU IV. x: 
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▼ing the Consul had only wceited a sflute of* ardU 

lery. 

A public oflfccr, encKped from such a penBj becMle 
an object of yet deqper interest than former^ to Ae 
citizens in general ; and the reception.of the GmeaH 
at the Opera, and elsewhere, wto more enihhisitM^ 
tic than erer, Rdief was ostentatiously dktributed 
amongst die wounded, and the rektifes cf the slain ; 
and every one, dioeked with the wild atfocity of sudt 
a reckless plot, became, while they eocecrated th& 
perpetrators, attached in. proportion to the olgect cC 
their cruelty.. A disappmnted consjHraey always acMb 
strength to the government against wbidi it is direct- 
ed; and ^Buonaparte did not fiulto pusl^hisad^ran-' 
tage to the uttermost* 

Notwithstanding that the infernal madiine*^* 
so it was not unappropriatdy termed) had in *fact 
been managed by the hands of Royalists, the lirstr 
suspidon fell onahe Republicans ;^ mid 'Buooapbrte 
took the Importunity, befm-ethe public were usde- 
ceived on the subject, of deiding that parly a^bkisw^ 
from the effects <^ vfhich they did not recover du- 
ring his reign. An arbitrary decvee of ^the S^ate 
was asked and readily obtained, for the traoipoitii^ 
tion .beyond seaa of ^nearly one hundred aaddiifty of 
the chiefs. of the broken &etion of the JiOiobiin^ 
anvKig whom were several names which bekwiged ^ 
the celebrated Reign of Terror, and had figured in 4)ie 
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mUs of tbe National Convention^ Hiet« men were so 
genemlfy haled, as connected with the atrocious scenes 
iimmg tiie rogn of Robeq[^erre, that tbe iinpd|m- 
lanty of their characters excused the irregularity of 
4lie jnDQeedhigs a^nst them, and their &te wai view* 
ed with oompladsn^ by mimy, and with ilMiiffereilee 
hy.aU. In the eod^ the First Consul beelia^ so per- 
iuiaded of the political insignificaiiee oi these r^cs 
^ Jacobinism, (who, in fact, were as hartdldss as the 
feagments of a bombushdl after its ck{>]dsion,) Uiat 
Ap decree of deportation was never ^forced against 
ihem ; and Felix Lepelletier, Chaudieu, Talot, and 
4heir companions, w^ie allowed to live obscurely in 
3*ra|ioe, watdied closely by the police, and under the 
jDondition that they should not venture to aj^roadi 
Fans* 

The actual ccmsprators were pirooebded against 
irtth fieverity. Chevalier and Veycer, Jacobins, aid 
to have constructed the original model of the infernal 
taladiine, wore tried befoire a military commission, 
^pnd^anned to be diot^ and suffered death accord- 

ingly- 

Arena, €eritechi, Le Brun, and Demerville, wete 
triad befdre the ordinary court of criminal judicature, 
and cabdemned by the v<nce of a jury ; althou^ ihesre 
waa litde evidence against them, save that <rf thdr 
accomplicQ Haud, by whom they had been betrayed. 
They also were executed. 
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At » later period. Carbon and St Regeoit, Uopk^ 
iBiSj the agents in the actual aUeoipt of lOtb Qctoliar^ 
were also tried, oondemnedy a«d put to death. Some 
persons tried for tb^ same <^ence were acc^iiitted ; and 
justice seams to have been distributed with mo impar- 
tiality unusiial in France since the BeTolution. 

But Buonaparte did not design that the cense- 
qocQces of these plots should end with the deaths of 
th^ wretches engaged in them. It i^brded an op- 
portunity not to be nc^^Lected to advance hispriropal 
c4>ject, which was the erection of France uKo a deapa^ 
tip kingdom, and the ^possessing himself of uncontrol- 
)^ power over the Uves, properties, thoughts, and (qp»- 
nions, of those who were bom h» fellow-subjeots, and 
6f whom the very meanest but lately boasted himadf 
his equal. He has himself expressed his purpose 
rei^pecting the Constitution of the year Eight, or 
Consular Government, in words dictated to 6enei«i 
Grourgaud. 

^< The ideas of Napoleon were fixed ; but the aid 
of time and events. were necessary for . then' realim^ 
tion. The organization of the Consulate had pre- 
sented nothing in contradiction to them; itiaugfat 
unanimity^ and that was the first step. Xhia point 
gained. Napoleon was quite indifferent as to Aefiwrm 
and denominations of the several consUtitted bodies. 
He was a strangec to the Bevdution. It was natu- 
ral that the will of these men, who had followed it 
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Uirougli all its phases, should prevail in que^ions a» 
difficult as they were abstract. The wis^t plan was 
to go on from day to day— 1^ the polar star by which 
Napoleon meant to guide the Revolution to the ha« 
yen he desired.^ • 

If there is anything obscure in this passage, k 
received but too luminous a ccHnmentary from the 
course of Buonaparte's actions ; all of which tend lo 
show that he embraced the Consular government as 
a mere temporary arrangement, calculated to prepare 
the minds of the French nation for his ulterior views 
tX ambition, as young colts are ridden with a light 
bridle until they are taught by degrees to endure the 
curb and bit, or as water-fowl taken in a decoy are 
first introduced within a wider circuit of nets, in or- 
der to their being gradually brought within thatstrict 
enclosure where they are made absolute prisoner^. 
He tells us in plain terms^ he let the revolutionary 
sages take their own way in arranging the constitu* 
tion ; determined, without regarding the rules they 
laid down on the chart, to steer his course by one 
fixed point to one desired haven. That polar star 
was his own selfish interest — ^that haven was despotic 
power. What he considered as most for his own in- 
terest, he was determined to consider as the govern- 
ment most suited for France also. Perhaps he may 
have persuaded himself that he was actually sei-ving 
his country as well as himself; and, indeed, justly 
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considered, he wm in bolb instances equally grkvousi 
Ij mistaken. 

With the views which he entertahieif, the €hief 
Consul regarded the conqnraeies against his life as 
affording a prete^a for extending his power toofavour- 
ahle to be neglected. These repeated attacks on the 
Read of the state made it desirable that some mode 
Aoiild be introduced of trying such ofl^ces, briefef 
and more arbitrary than the sW fi^rms required by 
ordinal^ jurisprudence. The prompt and speedy 
justice to be expected from a tribunal freed from the 
ordinary restraint of formalities and juries, was stated 
to be more necessary on account of the state of the 
public roads, infested by bands called Chauffeurs, 
who stopped the public carriages, intercepted the 
communications of commerce, and became to formi- 
dable, that no public coach was permitted to leate 
Paris without a military guard of at least four sol- 
diers on the roof. This wais used as a strong addi- 
tional reason for constituting a special Court'of Ju- 
dicature. 

Buonaparte could be at no loss for models of such 
an institution. As hero of the HeroIutJon, he had 
succeeded to the whole arsenal of revolutionary wea- 
pons forged in the name of Liberty, to oppress the 
dearest rights of humanity. He had but to select 
that which best suited him, and to mould it to the 
temper of the times. The country which had so long 
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Pictured tbe Revolutionary Tribunal, was not likely 
to wince under any less stern judicature, 

Tfce Court which government now proposed to 
estal^^, was to consist of eight monbers thus qua- 
Ulied. 1. Tbe president and two judges of the ordi- 
iiary criminal tribunal. 2- Three mflitary men, bear- 
^ at least the rank of a captain. 3. Two citizen^, 
*ta be suggested by govemmait, who diould he sdect- 
ed from such as were fey the ccms^tution qualified to 
act as judges- Thus five out of eight judges wene 
-tfreetly named by tbe government forthe occa/tton. 
<rhe Court was to decide without jury, without ap- 
yealj and without revirion of any kind. As a boon 
^o the accused, tbe Court were to have at least six 
•menrtws present, and there was to be no casting 
vote; so that the party would have his acquittal, 
nriess six members out of eight, or four membars 
out of six, should unite in finding him guilty; 
whereas in other courts, a haremqority is sufficient 
-for owidemnation. 

With this poor boon to public tjpinion, the spe- 
cwd Commission Court was to be the jurisdiction 
'before whom armed insurgents, conspirators, and in 
general men guiHy of crimes agadnst the social com- 
^act, were to undergo their trial. 

The Counsellor of State, Portalis, Imd this plan 
before the Legislative Body, by whom it was, accord- 
-inff to constitutional form, rrfeired to the ronsidera- 
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Uoapf .Ui« "ICrilHUH^. -IVW^iM? ^JMjV Ae^i^ 
exisdiig braocjlii; of t|)e ^ops ti ta t ion, iili^i^ wm -fm^ 
served aome shadow of pedlar fqri¥i9 m^ fflee de- 
bate, that thoaa who ooRti^uad toopteprtw^ fv»9^ m ^ 
n^^nU wold have any anpc'r^W^ of effiitfssypg, Ami* 
. Beqjaiaia Cop^taat^Pamiop, Cb^ niert and oUa^ts, the 
H^eaoix^ aa it wera of tb^ libaral party^otad^ W Im^ 
lUNirable but ooa^ailiag d^Cancaagain^ thW maroon 
of the cooatA^utioD^ atudyipg «t tba aaine tio|# ^ ik- 
jNress their o|)|io^tioii in bingiii^ and kjf sa^gmm^ 
leaat lik^jr to ^va oflGsnoa to tb^jp)y)ar|i|aei)t. To Ae 
honour of the.TritiMiQatet which waf 4l?fimlJiH^lia)e 
remaining barrier of Uber^, the pitgfi^J|«d tnwly 
made shipwreck, and was o^jr passed bj a smaU 011^ 
Joritj of forty-nine over £prt7<*one. tutlieJiiqgialatjye 
Body there was also a strong minoifity, It saemed^ia 
if the friends of liberty, however dqpriv^ of dirent 
pqpukr jrqpresentatioiVft and of all the means of in* 
fluencing public opinion, were yet deteoainad to 
maintain an opposition to the First C^onsuly soim^ 
what on the jA^n of that of England. 

Anotb^ law, passed at this tinie, musthave had a 
cooling effect on the gealcrf some^ these patriotfi It 
was announced that there were a set of pyf^nt^ who 
were to be regarded rather as public ene^nies tibpo.^ 
crimipalssand who oughl^to be provided i^giaost mlher 
by anticipating and defea^ their scb«pnf^ ikmby 
pimisl^ their offences. These consisted <tfSi^b^ 
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IkMftf ^AojnAii^ or an^odiers entertiuiiitig, at sup. 
pOMti «o enttrtan, opituoDS itiimieiil to the present 
slated «ffiik«; and the kw now pasfied oititled the 
gfiwnaoitfkt to tieat them as saspected persons, and 
as sudi, to banish them from Paris or from France. 
Tbui was the Chief Consul hiTested with full power 
<yvit the personal liberty of everj person whom he 
-diQse lo ^consider as the enemy of his government 

Buoniparte was enabled to avail hims^ to the ut- 
larmofli of the powexs whidi he had thus extracted 
frafii ike Constitutional Bodies, by the fr^htftd 
.Itgcnqy of Ae polka This institution may, even in 
|ls#iflde8tlbrai,ber^(arded as a necessary evil; fix 
akboi^, while great cities continue to aflbrd c^ 
•eourelpelveats for vice and crime <^ every description^ 
there musl be men, whose profesuon it is t6 disocHrer 
and bring mfliinals to justice, as while tha:e are 
venaifl in the anhnal wcnrld, there must be kites and 
canion-arows to diminish their number; yet, as the 
;«XieelleniBe ol these guardians ci the public depends 
in a great measure on their fan^harity^ with the ievts, 
hauntSy md practices ct culprits, they cannot be ex,*' 
peeled to feel the same horror fi>r crimes, or crimii. 
jMil% w&iehiscommon to other men. On the cobi. 
tiairy» liley htfve a sympifthy with them or the same 
kind whidi hunta*s entertain for the game which is 
the^b^eot of their pursuit. Besides, as much of thdor 
busioaw Is carried on 1^ the medium of spies, they 
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imiist be able to pereomte tbe-manaenl md opinbiifi 
^ tbose whom Aey 4HM. ; and are fiiequenlly in- 
-duced, by their qwiv interest, to 'direct, entourage, 
inay, suggest crimed, that they may obmin Ae reward 
•due for eonvictioiiof the offenders^ 

Applied to state ©ffences, *he agency "of Mi^ per- 
«ons, though sometimes untrFOidftble, ia yd me^ 
frightfuHy dm)gerou8« Mor^ dtiioqumeiest candle 
iiaidly wiA any probabUit/attrib^ed Id .worthy or 
innocent peFsons ; but there is no character so pim, 
thai^e wbobe|M-s it txiay net be supposed cftpaM^of 
•entertainiBg &lse and exaggerated cpinioas in poli- 
ties, and, as sttd>, become tke victim of treachery 
-and delation. In France, a prey t(> so many iEietiona, 
-the power of the poBee had become overwhdmii]!^; 
4ndeed the very existaice of (he govanim^t seeiB^ 
in some measure dependent upon the aocuracy of 
their intelligence; and &m* this^ pui^f)ose their imiri- 
tbers liad been enlarged, and their discipline perfeet- 
^, under the administration of the sagacnom and 
erafty> Fouch^. This remarkable person had> been 
«n outrageous Jacobin, and dapped dMp iil^dieher- 
ftors of tbcirevolutionary government— ^au adheKUt 
^ Banras, and a paitaker in the venality mid peeo- 
lation which diaracterized that period. He irds, 
tliare&re, totally without principle ; but Ms nature 
was>not of that last degree of depravity, which de- 
lights in evil for its own s^kc, and bis good sense 
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told Wm, that an unnecessary crime was a politkaf 
Munder. The lenity with which he exewfeed hi« ter- 
riHe office, when left in any degree to his own dis- 
in!^tion, while it never prevented his implicit execu- 
tion of Buonaparte's commands, made the abomtna- 
Me system over which he presided to a oertiun ex- 
tent endurdble; and thus even his good qualities,, 
trhfle they^ relieved mdividual suffering, were of dis^ 
service to Ins country, by reconciling her to boikU 
age. 

• The haute police^ as it is called by the French, 
meaning that department which applieg to politics 
and state aflkirs, had been unaccountably neglected 
by the ministers of Louis XVI., and was much dis- 
organized by the consequences of the Revolution. 
The demagogues of the Convention had little need 
of a regular system of the kind. Every affiliated club 
of Jacobins supplied them with spies, and with in- 
struments of their pleasure. The Directory stood in 
a different rituation. They had no general party 
of their own, and maintriiied their authority, by ba- 
lancnng Ae Moderates and DemocraU against each 
Other, "niey, thereftrre, were more dependent upon 
Ae police than their predecessors, and they intrust, 
ed Foodie witfi the wiperintendence. It was then 
that, destroying, or rather superseding, the separate 
offices ^^i« the agents of the police pretended lo 
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a ornatfi inriqfwiikniw oi acting, he bfoiiglbt the 
fJMila qntam lo oooeeBlsiile within \m own odbioet. 
Bj coolwiBg the rqxNia cf hk agents, and of the 
various individuaU wkh whom under rarioiu pre^ 
tmt» be miufltained correqxmdeiiQef the Mtoteter at 
Polioe arrived at so accurate a knofwXedgeof the pur* 
pott, diipositiaii, adherent^ and tod&of the diffeaeat 
parliefmFraooe^thafcbe^coald anticipate their laode 
q( acting upon all occaaioni.that wer^ Hkdy to occur, 
knew what measures were likely to be proposed, and 
by whom they were to be supported ; and when any 
partkular aoddent took place, was abl^ from his 
previous gsnoal information, to assign it to the real 
Qiuse, and the true actcffs. 

An ttnlinited system, of eqpial, and that str^di- 
ing through socnety in all its ramiiScationa, ima ne^ 
cessary to the perlection of this system, which had 
not arrived to its utmost height, till ^apoleoa as- 
cended the throne. Still, befcnre his iseign, it existed 
all through France, controlling the most coniden* 
tial ezpresskms of q[Niiion on jmblie aflUrs, and, like 
some m^hitic viqpour, stifling the breath.thoug^ il 
was inviohle to the ejre, and, by ita mgrnteruMis ter- 
rors, putting a 8t(q[> to all discuasioa of pohUc mea- 
sures, which w^a not in the tone of implicit apppobar 
tion. 

The expense of maiataimng this estahlidimeftt 
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i; for iVMicM ooMj^rclieAded 
his 0pMi flMcl iBformmi, pertiMM whom oo ordtearj 
gtatMly woidd im^ moved «<» «6t sdoh a pftrt Bal 
tkfc cxpaifie wm provided for by the large Bums 
vrtiksh -die jMimiter of Pdice received for the trienu 
tion jidded to bloAds, gftml^g4KHi6es^ and odier 
|iboeji ot proiigacy^ to whom he granted Meeofies, nl 
consideration of their obeei^ing ootmn regalatsion^ 
Hb system 4if espial was abo extie&ded, by the in- 
iotmMimi wWch was coHeoted ift these haunts of de^ 
baudiery ; and '4iPB»'the vices of the caj^tat were 
na«fe t» siqpport the means by which it was subject- 
ed to a deiqpotic goveramient. His atlt<»4>iog«a^hy 
contains a boast, that the private secretary ef the 
CMef Consul was his penrioner, and that the lati^ 
ptbfusion of Josephine-made meik her i^lKng to M^- 
change intelligenee concerning the Cliief Consults 
views and plans. Thus was Fouche not only a spy 
upon the peojde fn behalf of Buonaptt*te, but a spy 
also on Buonaparte bimsctf. 

Indeed, die power of the director of this terrible 
enginery was so great, as to ex^te i;he susjf»eion of 
Niqpeleon, v^ endeavoured to counterbidanee it by 
dividiHg the department of police into four distinct 
offioes^ There were estaUikied^ 1st, The military 
police of the palace, over which Duroc, the gaani 
masler of the household, pverided. 4tdj Tfae*police 
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tnaiptokied by the iMpector ctf thegens-d^aimet. Sdi 
That exerci^ over the city of Paris by the Pbb^ 
iiwt- .4tb, The general polioe» wliieh «dU remaiatd 
under the ooDtnd of Fouche. Thus^ the First Cbn. 
iMil received every day four reports of police, aad 
esteemed himself secare df Ipaming^ throiigfa seme 
oneof then^ informatiQii wbidi the others m^|^ have 
an interest in oonoeaUog. 

The i^nts of these different bodies were £re- 
qnently unknown to each other; and it oftto hap. 
feoed^ that when, in the execcisei of iJmr dffieeiy 
they were about to arrest some individual who had 
incurred su^^ndon, they found him pvotectedi^^aiiM 
tben^ by his connexion with oth«r bureu^ of police. 
The system was, ther^or^ as compliicated as it waii 
ofipressive and unjust; but we shall hitve siiek >lre- 
quent opportunity to refer to the subject, that ite 
need here only repeat, that^ with reference to bis 
real interest^ it was unfortunate for Bumaparte dial 
be found ut his disposal so ready a'weapon of d«». 
potism as the organized police, wielded by a hftnd 
so experienced as that of Fouch^. 

It was the duty of the police to watch the prou 
gress of public opinion, whether it was expressed ilt 
general sodety, and confidential ccnnmunieatioo, w 
by the medium of the press. Buonaparte entertein^ 
eda feverish apprehensicfi of the effects of iki^rth 
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ttire on the general miiKl^ and in doing so acknow-r 
ledged the weak points in Ms governnk?nt. The 
^iriritc journals wene und^r the dail^ and constaot 
svperintendafice of the police, and their editors were 
tulBmen^. before Fouche^ when anything waa inseirt^' 
ed whieb could be eonddered as disrespectful to hit^ 
ai^boKHyi: Threats and promises were liberally em« 
ployed on such occasions, and such jourfialists a* 
iMraved refract«n*y, were soon made to fiaek that the 
former were no vain menaces. The suppressioo o£ 
the <^eQ9ive newspiqper waS; often acopnipaiiied^ by 
the banishment or imprisonment of the editor. The . 
3f^iie. measure was dealt to authorsv booksellers, and 
fjknUiflhers^ inspecting whom the jeabusy of Buona* 
|Ki9te amounieid to a specie of disease. 

Na one caa be surprise that an absolute gov^rn^ 
mentabould be disposed to usurp the total inanage^ 
ment of the daily press, and such, other branches oC 
Ut^ralureas are immedialely connected with politics:;^ 
bitt the k^kerfeieooe of Buonaparte^s police went 
HftHob fiu^ther, and frequently required from those au- 
thors who wrote only on general topics, some express, 
isecogplzapce of bis authority. The anaent Chrisiianfr 
wkmldmot attend^ the theatre, because it was nec^ 
sary that^ previous to enjoying die beauties^ of th^ 
soatie^ they should sacrifice some grains of inoense 
to the false deity, apposed to preside over the, 
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place. In Hke manner, men of generons mmAa m' 
Fnttioe were citen obliged to tuppress works on fulw 
jects the most aUen to polities, because tbejr ooidd 
not eanly obtain aroad to the public unless they ooiw 
sented to recognize the right of the individual who 
had usurped the supreme authority, and extinginsh- 
ed die liberties of his country. The drcumslanees 
lAich subjected Madame de Stael to a loi^ perse^ 
cution by the police of Buonaparte, may be quoted 
as originating in this bu^ desire^ of connecting his 
government with the puMicaticms ci all parsons of 
genius. 

We have been already led to notice, that thete 
esdsted no cordiality betwixt Buonaparte and the 
gifted daughter of Neckar. Thar diameters wsiw 
fiur from suited to each other. She had mamfestiy 
regarded the First Consul as a subject of dose and 
curious observation, and Bumiaparte loved not Aat 
any one should make him the subject of minuta 
scrutiny. Madame de Stael was the centre slso of 
a distinguidied circle of Sodety in France, several 
(ft whom were engaged to support the cause of libcs'- 
ty ; and the resolution of a few members of tiie 
Tribunate, to make some efforts to check the ad« 
tance of Buonaparte to arbitrary power^ Was sap- 
posed to be taken in her saloon, and undar her= 
encouragement. For this she was only banished 
from Paris. But when she was about to publish her 
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exceUeut mid ^irited bo<^ oq Germsm manners and 
Ittenituie^ la whicb^ unhappUj, there was no men- 
tion of the Frepch nation, or its supreme chief, 
Madame de Stael's wcMck was seized by the police, 
and she was favoured with a line from Fouch^, ac- 
quainting her that the air of France did not suit her 
health, and inviting her to leave it with all conve- 
nient speed. While in exile from Paris, which she 
accounted her country, the worthy Prefect (^Geneva 
suggested a mode-by which she might regain fJEtvour. 
An ode on the birth of the King of Rome, was re- 
commended as the means^of conciliation. Madame 
de Stael answered, she diould limit harself to wishing 
him a good nurse; and becameexposedtonew rigours, 
even extending to the friends who ventured to visit 
her in her exile. So general was the French influ- 
ence all over Europe, that, to, shelter herself from 
the persecutions by which she was everywhere fol- 
lowed, she was at length obliged to escape to Eng- 
land, by the remote way of Russia. Chenier, author 
of the Hymn of the Marseilloise, though formerly 
the panegyrist of General Buonaparte, became, with 
<9tber literary persons who did not bend low enough 
to his new dignity, objects of persecution to the First 
Consul. The childish pertinacity with which Napo- 
leon followed up such unreasonable piques, belongs 
indeed, chi^y, to the history of the Emperor, but it 
i^owed its blossoms earlier. The power of indulging 

VOL. IV. Y 
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such petty passions, goes, in a great measure, to £95- 
ter and encourage their progress ; and in the case of 
Buornqparte, this power, great in itself^ was inoreap- 
sed by the dangerous facilities which the police offer- 
ed, for gratifying the spleen, or the revenge, of the of- 
fended sovereign. 

. Another support,, of a very different kind, and 
grounded on the most opposite principles,; was afford- 
ed to the rising power of Ni^leon, through the re- 
establishment of religion in France, by his treaty 
with the Pope, called the Concordat. Two great 
steps had been taken towards this important point, 
by the edict opening the churches, and renewing the 
exercise of the Christian religion, and by' the resto- 
ration of the Pope to his temporal dominions, after 
the battle of Marengo. The further objfjcts to be 
attained were the sanction of the First Consul's go- 
vernment by the Pontiff on the one hand, and, on the 
other, the re-establishment of the rights of the church 
in France, so far as should be found consistent with 
the new order of things. 

This important treaty was managed by Joseph 
Buonaparte, who, with three colleagues, held con- 
ferences for that purpose with the plenipotentiaries of 
the Pope. The ratifications were exchanged on the 
18th of September 1801 ; and when they were pub- 
lished, it was singular to behold how submissively 
the once proud See of Rome lay prostrated before 
the power of Buonaparte, and how absolutely he 
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must have dictated all the terms of the treaty. Every 
article innovated on some of those rights and claims, 
which the Church of Rome had for ages asserted as 
the unalienable privileges bf Iier infallible head.. 

I. It was provided, that the Catholic religion 
should be freely exercised in France, acknowledged 
as the national faith, and its service openly prac- 
tised, subject to such regulations of police as the 
French government should judge necessary. II. The 
Pope, in concert with the French government^ was 
to make a new division of dioceses, and to require of 
the existing bishops even the resignation of their 
sees, should that be found necessary to complete the 
new arrangement. III. The sees which should be- 
come vacant by such resignation, or by deprivation, 
in case a voluntary abdication was refused, as also 
all future vacancies, were to be filled up by the Pope, 
on nominations proceeding from the French govern- 
ment. IV. The new bishops were to take an oath 
of fidelity to the government, and to observe a ritual, 
in which there were to be especial forms of prayer for 
. the Consuls. V. The church-livings were to undergo 
a new division, and the bishops were to nominate to 
them, but only such persons as should be approved 
by the government. VI. The government was to 
make suitable provision for the national clergy, while 
the Pope expressly renounced all right competent to 
him and his successors, to challenge or dispute the 



Digitized 



by Google 



840 ^IFE OF 

aalee of cbufdi prc^perty whidi had been made »nce 
the Revdutioii. 

Such was the celebrated compact, by which Pius 
VII. surreDdered to a soldier, whose name was five 
or six years before OBheard.of in Europe, those high 
claims to supremacy in spiritual affairs, which his 
predecessors had maintained for so many ages against 
the whole pot^tates of £urope. A puritan might 
have said of the Power seated on the Seven Hills — 
^ Babylon is fallen, it is fallen that great dty r 
The more rigid Catholics were ci the same opinion. 
The Concordat, they alleged, showed rather the 
abasement of the Roman hierarchy than the re-a:<ec- 
tion of the GraUic church. 

The proceedings against the existing bishops of 
France, most of whom were of course emigrants, were 
also but little edifying. Acting upon the article of 
the Concordat already noticed, and caused, as the 
letter itsdf states, << by the exigencies ci the times, 
which exercises its violence even on us,'* the Pope 
required of ea/ch of these reverend persons, by an 
especial mandate, to accede to the compact, by sur- 
rendering his see, as therein provided. The order 
was peremptory in its t^ms, and an answer was 
demanded within fifteep days. The purpose of this 
haste was to prevait consultation or combinadon, 
and to place before eadi bishop, individually, the 
choice of compliance, thereby gaining a right to be 
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provided for in the new hierarchy ; or ol refusal^ in 
which case the Pope would be obliged to declare the 
see vacant, in conformity to his engagement with 
Buonaparte. 

The bishops in general declined compliance with 
a request, which, on the part of the Pope, was evi- 
dently made by compulsion. They offered to lay 
their resignation ,at his Holiness^s feet, so soon as 
they should be assured that there was regular canon, 
ical provi»on made for filling up their sees ; but 
they declined, by any voluntary act of theirs, to give 
countenance to the surrender of the rights of the 
church Implied in the Concordat, and preferred exile 
and poverty to any provision which they might ob- 
tain, by consenting to compromise the privileges of 
the hierarchy. These proceedings greatly increased 
the unpopularity of the Concordat among the more 
zealous Catholics. 

Others of that faith there were, who, though they 
considered the new system as very imperfect, yet 
thought it might have the effect of preserving in 
France some sense of the Christian religion, which, 
under the total disuse of public worship, stood a 
chance of being entirely extinguished in the minds 
of the rising generation. They remembered, that 
though the Jews in the days of Esdras shed tears of 
natural sorrow when they beheld the inferiority of 
the second Temple, yet Providence had sanction- 
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ed its erection, under the warrant, and by permis- 
sion, of an unbelieving task-master. They granted, 
that the countenance shown by Buonaparte to the 
religious establishment, was entirely from motives of 
self-interest; but still they hoped that God, who 
works his own will by the selfish passions of indivi- 
duals, was now using those of the First Consul ta 
recal some sense of religion to France ; and they an- 
ticipated that religion, as the best friend of all that 
is good and graceful in' humanity, was likely, in 
course of time, to bring back and encourage a ^ense 
of rational liberty. 

The revolutionary part of France beheld the 
Concordat with very different eyes. The Chris- 
tain religion was, as to the Jews and Greeks of 
old, a stumbling-block to the Jacobins, and foolish- 
ness to the philosophers. It was a system which 
they had attacked with a zeal even as eager as that 
which they had directed agaipst monarchical institu- 
tions ; and in the restoration of the altar, they foresaw 
the re-erection of the throne. Buonaparte defended 
himself among the philosophers, by comparing his 
Concordat to a sort of vaccination of religion, which, 
by introducing a slighter kind into the system of 
the state, would gradually prepare for its entire ex- 
tinction. 

In the meantime, he proceeded to renew the an- 
cient league betwixt the church and crown, with 
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as much solemnity as possible. Portalis was crea- 
ted Minister of Religion, a new office, for managing 
the affairs of the church. He had deserved this pre- 
ferment, by a learned and argumentative speech to the 
Legislative Body, in which lie proved to the French 
statesmen, (what in other countries is seldom consi- 
dered as miatter of doutit,) that the exercise of religion 
is congenial to human nature, and worthy of being 
cherished and protected by tlve state. The Concor- 
dat was inaugurated at Notre Dame with the utmost 
magnificence. Buonaparte attended in person, with 
all the badges and pomp of royalty, and in the style 
resembling as nearly as possible that of the former 
Kings of France. The Archbishop of Aix was ap- 
pointed to preach upon the occasion, being the very 
individual prelate who had delivered the sermon 
upon the coronation of Louis XVI. Some address, 
it was said, was employed to procure the attendance 
of the old Republican Generals. They were invited 
by Berthier to breakfast, and thence carried to the 
First Consul's levee; after which it became impossible 
for them to decline attending him to the Church of 
Notre Dame. As he returned from the ceremony, 
surrounded by these military functionaries, Buona- 
parte remarked with complacency, that the former 
order of things was fast returning. One of his gene- 
rals boldly answered, — *VYes! — ^all returns — ex- 
cepting the two millions of Frenchmen, who have 
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died to proem the {Hroacripiion cf the very systeiB 
now in the act of being resUxred.^ 

It ift said that BuoDaparte, when he found the 
Pope and the clergy less tractable than he de»redj 
regretted having taken the step of re-establishing re- 
l^ion, and termed the Concordat the greatest err<Mr 
of his reign. But such observations could c»ily escape 
him in a moment of pique or provocation. He welt 
knew the advantage which a government must derive 
from a national churchy which recognises them in ita 
ritual ; and at Saint Helena, he him^lf at once ac- 
knowledged the advantage of his compact with the 
Pope as a measure of state, and his indifference to it 
in a religious point of view. *' I never regretted the 
Concordat,'^ he said. ^^ I must have had either that 
09* 8(»nething equivalent. Had the Pope never bdbre 
existed, he should have been made for the oceasocm.^ 

The First Consul took care, accordingly, to make 
bis full advantage of the Concordat, by introdudng 
his own name as much as possible into the catechism 
of the church, which, in other respects, was that 
drawn up by Bossuet. To honour Napoleon, the 
catechumen was taught, was the same as to honour 
and serve God himself— to oppose his will, was to 
incur the penalty of eternal damnation. 

In civil affairs, Buoniqparte equally* exerted his t»* 
lents, in connecting the safety and interests of the na- 
tion with his own aggrandisement. He had already 
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l«ii^h(3d at the idea of a free constitution. ^^ The only 
free constitation necessary,^ he wd, << or useful, was 
a good civil code ;" not considering^ or choosing to 
have it considered, that the best system of laws, 
when held by no better guarantee than the pleasure 
of an arbitrary prince and his council of state, is as 
insecure as the situation of a pearl lusp^ided by a 
single hair. Let us do justice to Napoteon, however, 
by acknowledging, that he encountered with manly 
firmness the gigantic labour of forming a code of uk 
slitutions, which, supplying the immense variety of 
provincial laws that existed in the different depart- 
ments of France, and sup[H*essing tlie partial and 
temporary regulations made in the various pc^tical 
crises of the Revolution, were designed to be the 
batts of a uniform national system. For this purpose, 
an order of the Consuls omvoked Messrs Fcnrtalis, 
Tronchet, Bigot, Preamenu, and Maleville, juris- 
consults of the highest chmracter, and associated 
them with the 'Minister of Justice, Cambacere% in 
the task of adjusting and reporting a {dan {qr a ge- 
neral syst^n of jurisprudence. The progress and ter- 
mination of this great work will be hereafter noticed. 
The Chief Consul himself took an active part in the 
deliberations. 

An ordinance, eminently well qualified to heal tlie 
civil wounds of France, next manifested the talents 
of Buonaparte, and, as men hoped, his moderation. 
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This was the general antnesty granted to the emU 
grants. A decree of the senate, ^th April 1801, 
-permitted the return of these unfortunate persons to 
France, providing they did so, and took the oath of 
fidelity to govemment, within a certain period. There 
were, however, five classes of exceptions, containing 
such as seemed too deeply and strongly pledged to 
the house of Bourbon, ever to reconcile themselves 
to the govemment of Buonaparte. Such were^ 1st, 
Those who had been chiefs of bodies of armed royal*, 
kts ; — 3d, Who had held rank in the armies of die 
allies ; — 3d, Who had belonged to the household of 
the princes of the blood ; — 4th, Who had been agents 
or encouragers of foreign or domestic war ; — 5th, The 
generals and admirals, together with the representa- 
tives of the people, who had been guilty of treason 
against the Republic, together with the prelates, who 
declined to resign their sees in terms of the Concor- 
dat. It was at the same time declared, that not more 
than five hundred in all should be excepted from the 
amnesty. Budnaparte truly judged, that the mass of 
emigrants, thus winnowed and purified from alLwho 
had been leaders, exhausted in fortune and wearied 
out by exile, would in general be grateful for permis- 
sion to return to France, and passive, nay, contented 
and attached subjects of his dominion ; and the event 
in a great measure, if not fully, justified his expecta- 
tions. Such part of their property as had not been 
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gold, was directed to be restored to them ; but they 
were subjected to the special superintendance of the 
police for the space of ten years after their return. 

With similar and most laudable attention to the 
duties of his high office, Buonaparte founded plans 
of education, and particularly, with Mongers assist- 
ance, established the Polytechnic school, which has 
produced so many men of talent. He inquired anxi- 
ously into abuses, and was particularly active in cor- 
recting those which had crept into the prisons during 
the Revolution, where great tyranny was exercised by 
monopoly of provisions, and otherwise. In amending 
such evils, Buonaparte, though not of kingly birth, 
showed a mind worthy of the rank to which he had 
ascended. It is only to be regretted, that in what in- 
terfered with his personal wishes or interest, he uni- 
formly failed to manifest the sound and correct views, 
which on abstract questions he could form so clearly. 
' Other schemes of a public character were held out 
as occupying the attention of the Chief Consul. Like 
Augustus, whose situation his own in some measure 
resembled, Napoleon endeavoured, by the magnifi- 
cence of his projects for the improvement of the state, 
to withdraw attention from his inroads upon public 
freedom. The inland navigation of Languedoc was 
to be completed, and a canal, joining the river Yonne 
to the Saonne, was to connect the south part of the 
republic so completely with the north, as to establish 
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a oommunicmdon by water between Mars^lles and 
Amsterdam. Bridges were also to be built, roads to 
be laid out and improved, museums founded in the 
principal towns of France, and many other public 
labours undertaken, on a scale which should put to 
shame even the boasted days of Louis XIV. Buo- 
naparte knew the French nation well, and was aware 
that he should best reconcile them to his government, 
by indulging his own genius for bold and magnifi- 
cent undertakings, whether of a military or a civil 
character. 

But although these splendid proposals filled the 
public ear, and flattered the national pride of France, 
commeroe continued to languish, under the effects of 
a constant blockade, provisions became dear, and 
discontent against the Consulate began to gain ground 
over the favourable sentiments which had hailed its 
commencement. The effectual cure for these heart- 
burnings was only to be found in a general peace; 
and a variety of events, some of them of a character 
very unpleasing to the First Consul, seemed gra- 
dbally preparing for thb desirable event: 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Return to thi exUmal Relationt of France. — Her universal Atcen* 
iency^^^NofiokofCs advances to the Emperor Paul — Plan of de- 
.stroking the BrHUh Power in India,^^Right i^ Search at Sea^.^ 
Death of Paui-^Its ^ect$ on Buonaparte*.^-m4gUir9 ofJSgypt^^^ 
Assassination of Kleher, — Menou appointed to succeed Mnh-^RrU* 
tish Army lands in Egypt — BatUe and Victory of Alexandria, 
•^Deaih of Sir Ralph AUrcromhy^^^General Hutchinson suC" 
ceeds him.^^T*he French General BeUiard capitulates^-^As does 
Menou^m^War in Egypt hrought to a victorious ^ Conclusion, 

Having thus given a glance at the internal affairs 
of France daring the commencement <^ Buonaparte^s 
domination, we return to her external relaticms, 
which, idnce the peace of Luneville, had assumed the 
appearance of universal ascendency, so much had 
the current of human affairs been altered by the 
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talents and fortunes of one man. Not only was 
France in secure possession, by the treaty of Lune- 
ville, of territories extending to the banks of the 
Rhine, but the surrounding nations were, under the 
plausible names of protection or alliance, as submis- 
^ve to her government as if they had made integral 
parts of her dominions. Holland, Switzerland, and 
Italy, were all in a state of subjection to her will ; 
Spain, like a puppet, moved but at her signal ; Aus- 
tria was broken-spirited and dejected ; Prussia still 
remembered her losses in the first revolutionary war ; 
and Russia, who alone could be considered as un- 
moved by any fear of France, was yet in a situation 
to be easily managed, by flattering and cajoling the 
peculiar temper of the Emperor Paul. 

We have already observed, that Buonaparte had 
arifully availed himself of the misunderstanding be- 
tween Austria and Russia, to insinuate himself into 
the good graces of the Czar. The disputes between 
Russia and England gave him still further advan- 
tages over the mind of that incautious monarch. 

The refusal of Britain to cede the almost impreg- 
nable fortress of Malta, and with it the command of 
the Mediterranean, to a power who was no longer 
friendly, was aggravated by her declining to admit 
Russian prisoners into the cartel of exchange betwixt 
the French and British. Buonaparte contrived to 
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make his approaches to the Czar in a manner calcu- 
lated, to bear upon both these subjects of grievance. 
He presented to Paul, who affected to be considered 

' as the Grand Master of the Order of St John of Je- 
rusalem, the sword given by the Pope to the heroic 
John de la Valette, who was at the head of the Order 
during the celebrated defence of Malta agaipst the 
Turks. With the same view of placing his own con- • 
duct in a favourable contrast with that of Great "Bri- 
tain, he new-clothed and armed eight or nine thou- 
sand Russian prisoners, and dismissed them freely, 
in token of his personal esteem for the character of the 
Emperor. ,,' / 

' A more secret and scandalous mode of acquiring! ^^'i^ <?<»u^^c 
interest is said to have been attained, thrqugh the at-pf^'* .■ $, ''^-^ . 
tachment of the unfortunate Prince to a French ac-)^«<^^ di^^-l */' 
tress of talents and beauty, who had been sent fromv" ^ ^ - V^V«% 

"Paris for the express purpose of acquiring his affec- j^< -^ cU "-^uu^ 
tions. From these concurring reasons, Paul began; 
now openly to manifest himself as the warm friend ' 
of France, and the bitter enemy of Britain. In 
the former capacity, he had the weak and unworthy 
complaisance to withdraw the hospitality which he 
had hitherto afforded to the relics of the Royal 
Family of Bourbon, who were compelled to remove 
from Mittau, where they had been hitherto permit- 
ted to reside. 
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To gmtify hk pique agidnst England, Paul gave 
bearing at least to a roagnificent fleheme, by which 
Buonaparte proposed to accomplish the destruction 
of the British power in India, which he had in Tain 
hoped to assail by the possesrion of Egypt. The 
scheme was now to be effected by the unioii of the 
French and Russian troops, whidi were to force their 
way to British India overland, through the kingdom 
of Persia ; and a plan at such a campaign was seri- 
ously in agitation. Thirty^ve thousand French 
were to descend the Danube into the Black Sea ; and 
then, being wafted across that sea and the sea of Azof, 
were to march by land to the banks of the Wdlga. 
Here they were again to be embarked, and descend 
the river to Astracan, and from thence were to cross 
the Caspian Sea to Astrabad, where they were to be 
joined by a Russian army, equal in force to their 
own. It was thought that, marching through Perda 
by Herat, Ferah, and Candahar, the Russo-GaUur 
army might reach the Indus in forty-five days from 
Astrabad. This gigantic project would scarce have 
been formed by any less daring gemus than Napo- 
leon ; nor could any prince, with a brain less infirm 
than Paul's, have agreed to become his tool in so ex- 
traordinary an undertaking, from which France was 
to derive all the advantage. 

A nearer mode of injuring the interests of Eng- 
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land than tbig oyerland macdvto India, yaa in the 
power of tke Emperor of Bti^sia. A coqitroTecijbf- 
ing]ndc|>endi9nQe betwixt Bngland and thenorthem 
comets, afKnded the pretext for throwing bis weight 
into the soak against her at tins dangerous csrisia. 
^ The rij^t of seardt at sea, that is, the rjght of 
stopping a neutral cnr fjri^idlj vessel, and taking out 
of her the goods belmiging to an enemy, isad^now- 
ledgsdin t]peearliest maritime codes. But England, 
by her naval superiority, had been enabled to exert 
this right so gfn^ally, that it became the subject 
9f much heart-burning to neutral po^esrs. The 
araodatiim of thci Northern Statea in 1780, known 
by the name of the Armed Ni^tr«Jlty, lifui for its 
c^ject to putc^cKwn tbisrightof ^acch^ and establish 
the maxim that free bottoms made free goods ; in 
other words, that the neutral character jof the vessel 
should protijct whatever property she might bavepn 
board. This principle wms now anxiously reclaimed 
by France, as thempsteffectiveargument for the pui;- 
pose of irritaJting the neutral powers against .Great 
Britain, whose right of search, which could not be 
exercised without vexation and inconvenience to 
their commerce, must necessarily be unpopiilat 
amongst them. Forgetting that the dapg^r occa*- 
sioned by the gigantic power of Frai^c^ was iili- 
nitely greater than any which could a>ri^ frouoi jtb^ 
maritime claims of England, the northern oourts 
became again united on the subject of what tfe?y 
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termed the freedom c^ the seas. Indeed, the Eat^ 
peror Paul, even before the offence arising out of 
his disappointment respecting Malta, had pro- 
ceeded so far as to seqU|»trate all British prop^y 
in his dominions, in resentment of her exercising 
the right of search. But upon the fresh provoca- 
tion which he conceived himself to have received, 
the Emperor became outrageous, and took the 
most violent measures for seizing the persons and 
property of the English, that ever were practised 
by an angry and unreasonable despot. 

Prussia, more intent on her own immediate ag- 
grandisement, than mindful of the welfaire of Eu- 
rope in general, took advantage of the universal 
ill-will against England, to seize upon the King^s 
continental dominions of Hanover, with peculiar 
breach of public faith, as she herself had gua- 
ranteed the neutrality of that country. 

The consequences, with regard. to the north«;n 
powers, are well known. The promptitude of the 
administration sent a strong fleet to the Baltic; and 
the well-contested battle of Copenhagen detached 
'Denmark from the Northern Confederacy. Sweden 
had joined it unwillingly ; and Russia altered her 
course of policy in consequence of the death of Paul. 
That unhappy prince had surmounted the patience 
bf his subjects, and fell a victim to one of those con- 
spiracies, which in arbitrary monarchies, especially 
such as partake of the oriental character, supply all 
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thechecksofamoderateandfree constitution, where 
• the prerogative of the crown is limited by laws. In 
these altered circumstances, the cause of dispute 
was easily removed, by the right of search being 
subjected to ec[uitable regulations and modificatioQSr 
Buonaparte received the newsof FauPsdeath with 
m uch more emotion than he was usually apt to testify. 
It is said, that, for the first time in his life, a pas- 
sionate exclamation of " ]ifon Dieu r escaped him, 
in a tone of sorrow and surprise. With PauFs in^- 
mense power, and his disposition to place it at the 
disposal of Frtmce, the First Consul doubtless reck- 
oned upon the accomplishment of *many important 
plans which his death disconcerted. It was natural, 
also, that Napoleon should be p[ioved by the sudden 
and violent end of a prince, who had manifested so 
much aflmiration of his person and his qualities. 
He is said to have dwelt so long on the strangeness 
of the incident, that Fouch^ was obliged to remind 
him, that it was a mode of changing a chief ma^ 
gistrate, or a course of administration, which was 
common to the empire in which it took place. ^ 

The death of Paul, so much regretted by Buona- 
parte, was nevertheless the means of accelerating 
a peace between France and Great Britain, which, 
if it could have beai established on a secure basis. 



" " Mais enfin, que voulez vma ? C*est une mode de destitution 
propre i ce pais-U !'* ^ 
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would have afforded him the best chance of main* 
taining his power, and transmitting it to his pos* 
lerity. While the Czar continued to be his obser- 
vant ally, there was little prospect that the First 
Consul would be moderate enough in the terms 
which he might have proffered, to permU the Bri- 
tish ministry to treat with him. 

Another obstacle to peace was at this time removed, 
in a manner not more acceptable to Buonaparte than 
was the death of the Emperor Paul. The possession 
of Egypt by the French was a point which the First 
Consul would have insisted upon from strong per- 
sonal feeling. The Egyptian expedition was inti- 
mately connected with his own personal glory, nor 
was it likely that he would have sacrificed its results 
to his desire of peace with Great Britain. On the 
other hand, there was no probability that England 
would accede to any arrangement, which should 
sanction the existence of a French colony, settled 
in Egypt with the express purpose of destroying 
our Indian commerce. But this obstacle to peace 
was removed by the fate of arms. 

Affairs in Egypt had been on the whole unfavour- 
able to the French, since that army had lost the pre- 
sence of the commander-in-chief. Kleber, on whom 
the command devolved, was discontented both at 
the unceremonious and sudden manner in which the 
duty had been imposed upon him, and with the 
scarcity of means left to support his defence. Per- 
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ceiving himself threatened by a large Turkish 
force, which was collecting for the purpose of 
avenging the defeat of the vizier at Aboukir, he 
became desirous of giving up a settlement which 
he despaired of maintaining* He signed accord- 
ingly a convention with the Turkish plenipoted^ 
tiaries, and Sir Sidney Smithy on the part of the 
British, by which it was provided that the French 
should evacuate Egypt, and that Kleber and 
his army should be transported to France in 
safety, without being molested by the British 
fleet. When the British government received ad- 
vice of this convention, they refused to ratify it, 
on the ground that Sir Sidney Smith had exceed- 
ed his powers in entering into it. The Earl of 
£lgin having been sent out as plenipotentiary to 
the Forte, it was asserted that Sh: Sidney's minis- 
terial powers were superseded by his aj^intment. 
Such was the alleged informality on which the 
treaty fell to the ground ; but the truth was, that 
the arrival of Kleber and his army in the south 
of France, at the very moment when the successes 
of Suwarrow gave strong hopes of making some 
impression on her frontier, might have had a most 
material e£Peet upon the events of the war. Lord 
Keith, therefore, who commanded in the Mediter- 
ranean, received orders not to permit the passage 
of the French Egyptian army, and the treaty of 
£1 Arish was in consequence broken off. 
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Kleber, disfl|>painted of this mode of extricating 
himself, had recourse to armd. The Vizier Jouseff 
Pacha, having crossed the desert, and enteredEgypt, 
received a bloody and decisive defeat from the 
French general, near the ruins of the ancient city 
of Heliopolisi on the 20th March 1800. The 
measures which Kleber adopted after this victory 
were well calculated to maintain the possession of 
the counti*y, and reconcile the inhabitants to the 
French government. He was as moderate in the 
imposts as the exigencies of his army permitted, 
greatly improved the condition of the troops, and 
made, if not peace, at least an eflPectual truce, with 
the restless and enterprising Murad Bey, who still 
continued to be at the head of a considerable body 
of Mamelukes. Eleber also raised among the 
Greeks a legion of fifteen hundred or two thousand 
men^ and with more difficulty succeeded in levying 
a regiment 6f Copts. 

While busied in these measures, he was cut 
short by the blow of an assassin. A fanatic Turk, 
called Soliman Haleby, a native of Aleppo, ima- 
gined he was inspired by Heaven to slay the ene- 
my of the Prophet and the Grand Seignior. He 
concealed himself in a cistern, and springing out on 
Kleber when there- was only one man in company 
with him, stabbed him dead. The assassin was 
justly condemned to die by a military tribunal ^ 
but the sentence was executed with a barbarity 
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\^hioh disgraced those who practised it. Being im^ 
paled alive, hesurrived forfourhours in the utmost 
t(»*tures, which he bore with an indiflference which 
his fanaticism perhaps alone could have bestowed. 
' The Baron Menou, on whom the command now 
devolved, was an inferior person to Kleber. He had 
inade some figure amongst the nobles who followed 
the revolutionary cause in the Constituent Asseni- 
bly, and was the same general whose want deci-^ 
sion at the affair of the Sections had led to the em- 
ployment of Buonaparte in hisroom, and to the first 
rise, consequently, of the fortunes which had since' 
swelled so high. Menou altered for the worse seve* 
ral of the regulaticms of Kleber, and, carr3ning into 
literal execution whut Buonaparte had only written 
and spoken oi, he became an actual Mahommedan, 
married a native Turkish woman, and assumed the 
name of Abdallah Menou. This change of religicm 
exposed him to the ridicule of the French, while 
It went iu no degree to conciliate the Egyptians. 
. The succours from France, which Buonaparte 
had promised in his farewell address to the Egyp* 
tian army, arrived slowly, and in small numbersand 
quantity. This was not the fault of the Chief Con- 
sul, who had commanded Gantheaume to put to sea 
with a squadron, having on board four or fivethou* 
sand mai; but being pursued by the English fleet, 
that admiral was glad to regain thebarbour of Tou* 
Ion. Other efforts weremadewiththesameindiffevjsnt 
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success TheFr^di ports were tdocloiely Watched 
to permit the sailing of any expedition on a large 
•cale^and twofrigates^lriUifive or Ax hundred men^ 
were the only reinforcements that reached Egypt. 
Meantime the English cabinet had adopted the 
daring and fnfilllyresokition^fwrestingfroiki France 
this favourite colony by force. They had for a length 
of time ccmfined their military efforts to piurtial and 
detached objects, whlch> if succeteful, cbuld not 
have any effect on the general results of the war, and 
which, when th^ misjplurried, as was the case before 
Cadiz,Ferrol,andel8ewhere,tended to thro^dicule 
on the plans Of tlffe ministryi and howev^ undeser- 
vedly, even updn the chaA<^er of theforeestai{>lny. 
ed on the service; It was by indi ilUconsMered 
and imperfect efforts that the itar wiui maintained 
on our parti While our watchftil and formidabte ene^ 
my combined his mighty meai^t tO ^ffM bisects ot 
commensurate importance. We^ like puiiy fencers^ 
offered doubtful and uncertaiu Uows^ wbiich could 
only affect the extremities; he neyer aimed^ siave 
at the heart, »ot thrn^t, but with the determined 
|mrpose of plunging his weapon to the hilt. 
. The conse^ilience of these partial 4tid imj>erfect 
measures was, that even while our solditfrs were in 
.die act of gradually attainingthiit perfection of dis- 
cipline by Whii^h they are nowdistii^piiisliec^ they 
jrankcd^-ionobtunjustly^owei'in the reelect 6f their 
tounl^ymeni than at ainy Other period in our hii^ory. 
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*I|he pl^emin^nt excellence of our saUors hadb^en 
jdliQwn in a thoul^and actions ; and it became too 
tisual to place it in contrast with the failure of our 
expeditions on shote. But it was afterwards found 
that our soldiers could assuc&e thesame superiority, 
^^evet the plan of the calnpaign off^^d them a 
feir field for its exercise. Such a field of action 
was afforded by the Egyptian expedition. 

Thi^ undertaking was the exclusive plan of an ill- 
^equit^d ^atesman, the late Lord Melville ; wbo 
had diffitiulty ift obtaining eten Mr Pitt'*s concur- 
rence in a sbfaeme, of a character so nluch more da^ 
ring thah Britain had lately entertained. The expe- 
dition was rtesolved upon by the narrowest possible 
ihajoi^y in the cabinet; and his late Majesty inter- 
posed his consent in terms inferring a solemn pro- 
test agaitost the risk about to be incurred. *^ It is 
with thd utfAbst reluctance,^' (such, or nearly such, 
w^re the words of George III.) "that I consent to 
ii, tneasure ^Wch sends the flower of my army upon 
a dangerousexpedition against a distant provinte.''* 



* At an after period, tlie good King made tlie following ac- 
knowledgment of his mistake. When Lord Melville was out (k 
power, hfs Majesty did him the honour to visit him at Wimbledon, 
and partook of some refreshment. On that occasion the King 
took an opportunity to Ml a glass of wine, and having made the 
compa&y do th^ stoie, he g^ve as his toast, '' The health of thfe 
courageous minister, who, against the opinion of many of his col- 
leagues, and even the remonstrances of his King, had dared to 
conceire andvaary dmiugh the Egyptian expedition.** 
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Thrf event, however, shewed, that, in arduotis cit^- 
cumstances, the dating game, if previonsly wett 
considered, is often the most successful. 

On the 8th March 1801, General Sir RaljA 
Abercrombie, at the head of an army of seventeen 
thousand men, landed in Egypt, in despite of the 
most desperate opposition by the enemy. The ex- 
cellence of the troops was displayed by the extreme 
gallantry and calmness with which, landing through 
a heavy surf, they instantly formed and advanced 
against the enemy. On the Slst of March, a gene- 
ral action took place. The French cavalry attempt- 
ed to turn the British flank, and made a desperate 
charge for that purpose, but failed in their attempt, 
and were driven back with great loss. The French 
were defeated, and compelled to retreat on Alexan* 
dria, under the walls of which they hoped to main- 
tain themselves. But the British suffered an irre- 
parable loss in their lamented commander, Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie, who wisis mortiilly wounded 
in the course of this action. In this gallant vete- 
ran his country long regretted one of the best 
generals, and one of the worthiest and most amia* 
ble men, to whom she ever gave birth. 

The command descended on General Hutchinson, 
who was soon joined by the Capitan Pacha, w'th a 
Turkish army. The recollections of Aboiikir and 
Heliopolis, joined to the remonstrances and counsels 
of their English allies, induced the Turks to avoid a 
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^neral actioii,Biid confine themselves to sUrmidhes, 
liy which system the French were so closely watch- 
ed, and their communications so effectually destroy- 
ied, that General Belliard, shut up in a fortified 
camp in Cairo, cut off from Alexandria, andthreat* 
ened with insurrection within the place, was com- 
pelled to capitulate, under condition that his troc^s 
should safely be transported to France, with their 
arms and baggage. This was on the ^th of June, 
and the convention had scarce been signed, when 
the English army was reinforced in a maimer which 
showed the bold and successful combination of me^ 
sures under which the expedition had been undei^ 
taken. 

An army of seven thousand men, of whom two 
thoUi^nd were sepoys, or native Indian troops, 
were disembarked at Cosseir, on the Red Sea, and^ 
detached from the Indian settlements, now came 
to support the European part of the English in- 
vasion. The Egyptians saw with the extremity 
of wonder, native troops, niany of them Moslemah, 
ivho worshipped in the mosques, and observed the 
ritual enjoined by the Prophet, perfectly accom- 
plished in the European discipline. The lower 
class were inclined to think, that this singular rein- 
forcement had been sent to them in consequence 
of Mahommed^s direct and miraculous interpo- 
sition ; only their being commanded by English 
ofiicers did not favour this theory. 
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In consequence of these reinforcementSi and his 
own confined situation under the walls of Alexan- 
dria^ Menou saw himself constrained to enter into 
a convention for surrendering up the province of 
Egypt. He was admitted to the same terms of com^ 
position which had been granted to Belliard ; and 
thus the war in that quarter was, on the part of 
Great Britain, triumphantly concluded. 

The conquest of this disputed kingdom, excited 
a strong sensation both in France and Britain ; but 
the news of the contest -being finally closed by M&- 
nou^s submission, are believed to have reached the 
former country some time before the English recei- 
ved them. Buonaparte, on learning the tidings, 
is reported to have said, *^ Well, there remains now 
no alternative but to make the descent on Britain.'^ 
But it seems to have occurred to him presently after- 
wards, that the loss of this disputed province might, 
instead of being an argument for carrying the war 
to exk*emity, 1>e considered as the removal of an 
obstacle to a treaty of peace. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

PrfpanUhnt made for the Invasion of Britain.'^NeUon put in 
command of the Sea. — Attack of the Boulogne Flotilla,-^Pitt 
leaves the Ministry — succeeded by Mr Addington, — N'egotiatums 
for Peace.-^^ust punishment of England^ in regard to the con* 
quered Settlements of the Enemy. — Forced to restore them aUy 
save Ceylon and Trimdad.-'-^MaU^ is placed under the gvafon* 
tee €f a Neutral Power.-^Preliminaries of Peace signed,~^oy 
of the English Populace, and doubts of the better classes. — Treaty 
of Amiens signed.^^The ambitious projects of Napoleon^ never' 
thelesSf proceed without interruption.^^Extension of his power in 
Italy. — He is appointed Consul for Ufe^ with the power of nanrntg 
^s Successor.'^IIis SOuatfon at the close of the Volume. 

As the words of the First Consul appeared to 
intimate, preparations were resumed on the French 
coast for the invasion xxt Great Britain. Boulogne, 
and every harbour along the coast, was crowded 
with flat-bottomed boats, and the shores covered 
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with camps of the men designed apparently to fill 
them. We need not at present dwell on the pre- 
parations for attack, or those which the English 
adopted in defence, a» we shall have occasion ta 
notice both, when Buonaparte, for the last time, 
threatened England with the same measure. It 
is enough te^ say, that, on the present occasion, 
the menaces of France had their usual effect in 
awakening the spirit of Britain. 

The most extensive arrangements were made for 
the reception of the invaders should they chance to 
land, and in the meanwhile, our natural barrier was 
not neglected. The naval preparations were very 
great, and what gave yet more confidence than the 
number of vessels and guns, Nelson Was put into 
coipipand of the sea, from Orfordness to Beachy- 
head. Under his management, it soon became the 
question, not whether the French flotilla was toin- 
vade the British shores, but whether it was to re- 
main in safety in the French harbours. Boulogne 
was bombarded, and some of the small craft apd 
gun-boats destroyed — the English admiral gene- 
rously sparing the town; and not satisfied with this 
partial success, Nelson prepared to attack them with 
the boats of the squadron. The French resorted to 
the most unusual and formidable preparations for 
defence. Their flotilla was mooredclose to the shore 
in the mouth of Boulogne harbour, the vessels se^ 
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cuted to each other by chains, and filled with sol- 
diers. The British attack |in some degree ffdled, 
owing to the seii'eral divisions of boats missing each 
other in the dark ; some French vessels wefe taken, 
but they could not be brought off; and the French 
chose to consider this result as a victory, on their 
part, of consequence enough to balance the loss at 
Aboukir; — though it amounted at best to ascertain- 
ing, that although their vessels could not keep the 
sea, they might, in some comparative degree of 
safety, lie under close cover of their own batteries. 
Meantime, the changes which had taken place in 
the British administration, were preparing public 
expectation for that peace which all the world now 
longed for. 

Mr Pitt, as is well known, left the ministry, and 
was succeeded in the oflSce of first Minister of 
State by Mr Addington, now Lord Sidmouth. The 
change was justly considered as friendly to pacific 
measures ; for, in France especially, the gold of 
Pitt had been by habit associated with all that was 
prejudicial to their country. The very massacres 
of Paris, nay, the return of Buonaparte from Egypt, 
were imputed to the intrigues of the English mi- 
nister ; he was the scape-goat on whom were charg- 
ed as the ultimate cause, all the follies, crimes, and 
misfortunes of the Revolution. 
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A great part of his own couBtryinen, as well as 
of the French, entertained a doubt of the possibi- 
lity of concluding a peace under Mr Pitt's auspi- 
ces ; while those who were most anti-Grallican in 
their opinions, had little wish to see his lofty spitft 
stoop to thetaskof arrangingconditions of treaty on 
terms so different from what his hopes had once dic- 
tated. The worth, temper, and talents of his succes- 
sor, seemed to qualify him to enter into a negotia- 
tion, to which the greater part of the nation was 
now inclined, were it but for the sake of experiment. 

Buonaparte himself was at this time disposed to 
peace. It was necessary to France, and no less ne- 
cessary to him, since he otherwise must remain 
pledged to undertake the hazardous alternative <rf 
invasion, in which chances stood incalculably against 
his success ; while a failure might have, in its con- 
sequences, inferred the total ruin of his J)ower. All 
parties were, therefore, in a great degree inclined to 
treat with sincerity; and Buonaparte was with little 
difficulty brought to consent to the evacuation o[ 
Egypt, there being every reason to believe that he 
was already possessed of the news of the convention 
with Menou. At any rate, the French cause in 
Egypt had been almost desperate ever since the 
battle of Alexandria, and the First Consul was con- 
scious that in this sacrifice he only resigned that. 
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which there was little chance of his being able to 
keep. It W0M also stipulated that the French should 
evacuate Ron^ and Naples; a condition of little 
consequence^ as they were always able to re-occupy 
these countries when their interest required it. The 
Dutch colony of the Cape of Good H<^ was to be 
l*estored to the Batavian r^ublic, and declared a 
freepoitk 

In respect of the settlements which the British 
arms had conquered^ England underwent a punish* 
liient not Unnierited. The conquest of the enemies^ 
colonies had been greatly too much an object of the 
Englidh ministry ; and thus the national force had 
been frittered away upon acquisitions of comparative- 
ly petty importance, which, from the insalubrity of 
the climate, cost us more men to maintain them than 
would have been swept off by many a bloody battle. 
All the conquests made on this peddling plan of war- 
fiiFe, were now to be returned without any eqiiiva- 
lent. Had the gallant soldiers, who perished miser- 
ably for the sake of these sugar-islands, been united 
in one well-concerted expedition, to the suj^rt c^ 
Charette, or La Rochejacquelein, such a force might 
have enabled these chidfs to march to Paris ; or, if 
sent to Holland, might have replaced the Stadtholder 
in his dominions. And now, these v^ sugar4Blands, 
the pitiful compensation^ which Britain held recdved 

vox,. IV. S A 
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for the blood of har brAve eUtdren, vere to be^esiored 
to those from wfaonr they had* been wxested. The iisb' 
portant poeseMMs of Ceyl<m in the East^ and.Tiiv 
nidad in^the West Indies^ were the tnaly part c^ her 
oonquestB wineh England retained^ The in|b^;gritjr of 
h&r amnent ally, Portugal^ was, however, r^pQgi^i§ed 
and tlie kidependenoe of the Ionian Idands was sU- 
pukted for and guaranteed* Biittdn restor^ Porta 
Fendjoy and what other places she had ooeiip^ 
in the isk (tf Elba, or on the Italian 4X)ast ; b^t the 
occupation of Malta for some time threatened to 
pcove an obstacle to the treaty. The English coq- 
sidered it as of the last consequence that this strcmg 
idmd should remain in their possession, and intima- 
ted that they regarded the pertinacious resistance 
which the First Consul testified to this proposal,. as 
implying a private and unavowed desire of renewing, 
at some future opportunity, his designs on Egypt, 
to which Malta n%ht be considjered as in some mea- 
sure a key. After much discussion^ it was at lei^h 
BgmA. that the ind^iendence of the island shpuld be 
secured by its being garrisoned by a neutral power, 
and placed und^ its gufMrantee and protection. , 

Theprelinnnaries of peace were signed 10th Octo- 
ber 1801. General Law de Lauriston^ the school 
companion and first aid-de-camp of Buonaparte, 
bixm^t tliem over from Paris to London, where 
they were received with the .most extravagant jpy by 
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the populace, to wbmi nor^elty is aauffioieiit reco9V« 
metidation of almost aa3/>lhitig; Botamidnttheb^Uesji; 
clA86e9, the sensation 'was much divided^ There was 
a small but. energetic party^ led by lAie taekfar^M 
WiiM&nm, who, adopting the pmaiplesof Bi«4^fr<.tQ 
tlidr utmost extent, oomadomd the aotof ti^ti^g 
wHh a i^gktde gov<etmnent as wMt))le'nieaiin«fi^ 
and k^ a derdiction, on the part of.GreatBrttttsi^o^ 
those plindples a! legitbnUcrf, upm whteh the woial 
compact otigbt to rest. M&te moderate Anti4slaUi- 
cans, while they regretted that our efforts iu&ruur 
of the Bourbons had been totally unatttihn^ con- 
tended with reason, that we were not so closdy 
leagued to their cause as to be bound to sacrifice 
out own country, in a vain attempt to restore the ex- 
iled family to the throne of Frimce. This was the 
opinion entertsdned, by Pitt himself, and the most 
judicious among his follower's.' Lastly, tbore was 
the professed Opposition, who, while rejoidng that 
we had been able to obtain peace on any terms, might 
now exult in the fulfihnent of their pwdictioat of 
the bad success of the war. Sheridan summed up 
what was perhaps the most general fedtng.in the 
country, with the observation, that " it was m peace 
which all men were glad of, and no man could- be 
proud of.** J > (, 

Amiens was appointed for the meeting of oomaits- 
sioners, who were finally to adjust the treaty of pa- 
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cification, which was not ended till five months 
after the preliminaries bad been agreed on. After 
this long negotiation, the treaty was at length sign- 
ed, 26th March 1802. The isle of Malta, accord, 
ing to this agreement, was to be occupied bj a garri- 
son of Neapolitan troops, while, besides Britain and 
France, Austria, Spain, Russia, and Prussia, were 
to guarantee its neutrality. The Knights of St John, 
were to be the soveceigns, but neither French nor 
English were in future to be members of that order, 
'the harbours were to be free to the commerce of all 
nations, and the Order was to be neutral towards all 
nations save the Algerines and other piratical states. 

Napoleon, had he chosen to examine intp the feel- 
ings of the English, must have seen plainly that this 
treaty, unwillingly acceded to by them, and o^ily by 
way of experiment, was to have a duration long or 
short, in proportion to their confidence in, or doubt 
of, his own good faith. His ambition, and the little 
scrufde which he showed in gratifying it, was, he 
must have been sensible, the terror of Europe; and 
until the fears he had excited were disarmed by a 
tract of peaceful and moderate conduct on his part, 
the suspicions of England must have been constant- 
ly awake, and the peace between the nations must 
have been considered as precarious as an armed 
truce. Yet these considerations could not induce 
him to lay aside, or even postpone, a train of njea* 
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sures, tending directly to his own personal aggran- 
dizement, and confirming the jealousies which his 
character already inspired. These measures were 
partly of a nature adapted to consolidate and prolong 
his own power in France ;. partly to extend the pre- 
dominating influence of that country over her con- 
tinental neighbours. 

By the treaty of Luneville, and by that of Tolea- 
tino, the independent existence of the Cisalpine and 
Helvetian republics had been expressly stipulated ; 
but this independence, according to Buonaparte's 
explanation of the word, did not exclude their being 
reduced to mere satellites, who depended on, and 
whose motions were to be regulated by France, and 
by himself, the chief governor of France and all her 
dependencies. When, therefore, the Directory was 
overthrown in France, it was not his purpose that 
a directorial form of government should continue to 
isubsist in Italy. Measures were on this account to be 
taken, to establish in that country something resemr 
bling the new Consular model adoped in Paris. 

For this purpose, in the beginning of January 
1802, a convention of 450 deputies from the Cisal- 
pine States arrived at Lyons, (for they were not 
trusted to deliberate within the limits of their own 
country,) to contrive for themselves a new political 
system. In that period, when the modelling of con- 
situations was so common, there was no difficulty in 
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drawuig up one ; which consisted of a preadent, a 
deputy-preddent, a legislative council, and three 
electoral colleges, composed, 1st, of proprietors, Sd, 
of persons of learning, and, Sd, of commercial per- 
sons. If the Italians had been awkward upon the 
occasion, they had the assistance of Tallejrrand ; and 
soon after, the arrival of Buonaparte himself at 
Lyons gave countenance to their operatibnis. ' His 
presence was necessary for the exhibition of a most 
dngplar farce. - . 

A committee of thirty of the Italian' cbnvdntkm, 
to whom had Been intrusted the principal duty of 
suggesting the new model of government, gave in a 
report, in which it was stated, that, from the want of 
any man of sufficient influence amongst themselves 
to fill the office of president, upon whom devolved 
all the executive duties of the state, the new sys- 
tem could not be considered as secure, unless Buo- 
naparte should be prevailed upon to fill that situa- 
tion, not,* as it was carefully exphiined, in his dia- 
racter of head of the French government, but in his 
individual capacity. Napoleon graciously inclined 
to their suit. He informed them, that he concurred 
in the modest opinion they had formed, that their re- 
public did not at present possess an individual suffi- 
ciently gifted with talents and impartiality to take 
•charge of their >affairs, which he should, therefore. 
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retain under his own chief management, while cir- 
cumstances required him to do so. 
^ Having thus established his power in Italy aft 
firmly as in France, Buonaparte proceeded to take 
measures for extending bis domink>ns in the former 
country and dsewbere. By a treaty with Spain, 
now made public, it a[^)eared that the Duchy of 
Parma was to devolve on France, together with the 
island of Elb^, upon the death of the present Duke, 
<— ^n event at no distant date to be expected. The 
Spanish part of the province of Louisiana, in North 
America, was to-be ceded to France by the. same 
treaty. Portugal, too, though the integrity of her 
dominipns had been guaranteed by the preliminaries 
of the peace with England, had been induced, by a 
tr^eaty kept studiously private from the British court, 
to cede h^ province of Guiana to France. These 
. stipulations served to show; that there was no quarter 
<rf the world in which France and her present ruler 
did not entertain views of aggrandisement, and that 
questions of national faith would not be considered 
too curiously when they 'interfered with their pur- 



While Europe was stunned and astonished at the 
sjnrit of omquest and accumulation mi^nifested by 
this insatiable conqueror, France was made aware 
that he was equally desirous to consolidate and to 
prolong his power, as to extend it over near and dis- 
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tant r^ions. He was aU» aod m^^ than all, thai 
sovereign had ever been ; but he sliA wasted tba titk 
and the permanence which royalty requires. To 
attain these waa no difiicult matter, when Ibe First 
Consul was the prime mover of each act, wheti^r in 
the Senate or Tribunate ; not waa he long of dis- 
covering proper agei^ts ei^er to gratify bts wisbesb 

Chabot deL'AUier took the lei^ in tbtf raeecf 
aduktion. Arising in the Tribunate, he pronoiuw 
ced a long eulogium on Buomqfiarte) enhancing the 
gratitude due to the hero, by whom France had beeii 
preserved and restored to victoiy. He, th^refbne, 
jNToposed that the Tribunate should transmit to the 
Conservative Senate a resolution, requesting ttie Se* 
nate to consider the manner of bestowing on Napo* 
leon Buonaparte a splendid mark oi the natiowil 
gratitude. 

There was no misunderstanding this bint. The 
motion was unanimously adopted, and transmitted to 
the Cony»;ition, to the Senate, to the L^palative 
Body, and to tbe Consuls. 

The Senate conceived they should best meet tbe 
demand now made upon them, by electing Napoleoa 
First ConsiU for a second spfK^ of ten years, to 
commence when tl^ date of the ori^nal period, for 
which he ^^as named by tbe Constitution, should 
exfure. 

The proposition of the Senate being reduced into 
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the torm of a deeree, was kitimated to Buou^Murt^ but 
fell short of his wishes; asit Msigned to hun, however^ 
distant it was, a period at which he must be renoyed 
from authority. It is true, that the space of seventeeB 
years, to which the edict of the Senate poopoaed to 
extend his power, seemed to guarantee a very aaqple 
duratkxi ; and in point of £e^ before the term of its 
expiry arrived, he was prisons at Sakit Helenau 
But still there was a termination, m^ t|ia|; was 
enough to mortify his amlntkm. 

He thanked tiie Senate, therefore, for tbis fredi 
laoark of thdr copfidence, but duded aoceptti^ it in 
express termsy* 1^ rc&rrii^ to the pleasure of the 
people. Theii* suffrages, he said, h|id invested him 
with power, aod he could not think it r^t to accept 
<^ the prolcnigatipn of th^t power but by their consent 
It might have been thought diat there was now no- 
thing l^t but to present the decree of the Senate tp 
the peqple. But the Second and Third Consub^ 
Buonaparte^s colleagues at a humble distance, took 
it upon them, thou^ the ccmstitution gave them no 
warrant for such a manoeuvre, to aher die question of 
the Senate, and to propose to the people one more 
acceptable to Buonaparte^s ambition, requesting th^ 
judgment, whether the ChidT Consul should retain 
his office, not for ten years longer, but for the t^rm 
of his life. By thus juggling, the proposal of the 
Sepate was set aside, apd that msembly soon found 
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i^ wia^ to Adopt the more liberal views suggested 
tgr tke Coonilss to ^)kmii they returned th^nkfy fo^ 
hftvii^ taught them (we suppose) how to a^ireciate 
a hint , 

The quesdoq was seiit down to the deportments. 
The registers wfve <^ned with great form, as if the 
people had really some emistitutipnal right to exer- 
mae. As the subscriptions were received at the offices 
of the variQus fundioqaries of government, it is no 
wonder, conffldering the nature of the question^ that 
the ministers widi wl^om the repsters were finally 
dqfX)¥Ated| were enabled to report a majority of three 
jQillbns of citizens who gave votes in -the affirmatiye. 
It was much more surprising, that there should 
have been an actual minority of a few hun<ked deter- 
mined Bepublicans, with Camot at their head, who 
answered the questioi; in th^ ne^^ve. This states- 
man.t^bserved, as hemgoed Ms v^te^ that he was sub- 
sorihipg his s^tence of deportation ; from which we 
may conjecture . Ins opiniw concerping th& furness 
of this mode of consul^ng the 4)eople. He was ^nis- 
laken notwithstanding. B^u^aparte found himself 
SQ strong, that he could i^ord to be merciful, and 
to a^^ume a show of impartiality^ by suffering those 
to go unpunished who had declined to vote for the 
increase of his power* 

He did not^ however, venture to {HX)po6e to the 
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peo{rfe anoth^ imiovatioti, which extended beyond 
his death the power ^hich theif liberal gift had con^ 
tihued during his life. A simple decree of the Se^ 
nate assigned to Buonaparte the right of nominating 
his successor, by a testamentary deed. So that Na- 
poleon might call his children or relatives to the suc- 
cession of the empire of Prance, as to a private in- 
heritance; or, like Alexander, he might leave it to 
the most favoured of his Heu tenant-generals. To such 
A pass had the domination of a military chief, for the 
kpace of betwixt two and three years, reduced the 
fierce democracy and stubborn loyalty of the two 
factions, which seemed biefdre that period to combat 
for the possession of France. Napoleon had stooped 
on them both, like the hawk in the fable. 

The period at which we close the vohime was a 
inost' important one in NapoleonV life, and seemed a 
crilis on nirhich his fete, artd that of France, depend- 
ed. Britain, his most inveterate and most successftil 
enemy, had seen herself compdled by circumstances 
to tesort to the experiment of a doubtfbl peace, ra. 
ther than conunue a war which seemed td be waged 
without an object. The severe diecks to national 
prosperity, which arose from the ruined conmerce 
and blockaded ports of France, might now, under 
the countenance of the First Consul, be exchanged 
for the wealth that waits upon trade and manufac- 
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lures. Her navy, of i^hich few vestiges were left 
isve the Brest fleet, might now be recruited, and re- 
sume by degrees that acquaintance with the ocean 
iirom which they had long been debarred* The re- 
sliHred colonies of France might have added to the 
sources ci her national wealth, and she might have 
possessed — what Buonaparte on a remarkable occa. 
sion declared to be the principal objects ^he desired 
lor her — ships, colonies, and commerce. 

In his personal ci^aci^, the First Consul possess? 
ed all the power which he desired, and a great deal 
more than, whether his own or the country "^s welfare 
was regarded, he ought to have wished for. His vio- 
tcMries over the foes of France had, by their mere fame, 
enabled him to make himself master of her fveeAom, 
It remained to show— *not whether Napcdeon was a 
patriot, for to that honourable name he had forfeited 
all title when he first usurped unlimited power — but 
whether he was to use the power which he bad wrong- 
fully acquired, like Trajan or like Domitian. His 
strangely-mingled character showed traits of both 
these historical portraits, strongly opposed as they 
are to each other. Or rather, he might seem to be 
like Socrates in the allegory, alternately influenced 
by a good and a malevolent demon ; the fotmer mark- 
ing his course with actions of splendour and dignity ; 
irhile the latter, mastering human frailty by means 
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of its prevailing foible, the love of self^ debased the 
history of a hero, by actions and sentiments worthy 
only of a vulgar tyrant. 



END OF^VOLUMB FOURTH. 
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